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Ed itor's Note 
Th is  specia l  issue of the journal on the theme of "Race ,  C lass , 
and G ender" resu lts from papers presented at the Associat ion 's  1993 
nat iona l  conference he ld at Salt Lake City, Utah .  Under  the ab le g u idance 
of conference co-organ ize rs ,  A lberto Pu l i do  and Jenn ife r P ierce ,  the 
meet ing  was an outstand ing  success both i n  attendance and active 
part ic ipat ion .  Fortunate ly ,  both Jenn ifer and A lberto enthus iast ica l ly 
ag reed to be co-ed ito rs of th is  specia l  issue .  
I n  the i r  i nt roduct ion Pu l ido  and P ierce estab l ish the importance 
of focus ing  on the v is ion that has been created by the 'new' scholarsh ip  
i n  race,  c lass , and  gender .  I n  many instances , t h i s  scholarsh ip  is not new 
but on ly  'newly d iscove red '  and j ust now be ing pub l ished . In fact, i f  one 
looks at  the h istory of  eth n ic studies pub l ications ,  many of  these pub l ish­
i n g  ventures resu lted because the mai nstream jou rnals were not  accept­
i ng  scholarsh ip  that cha l lenged the status quo .  Eth n ic  stud ies jou rnals ,  
newsletters , and even pub l i sh ing  companies g rew out of th is  u rgent need 
for ethn ic stud ies scho lars to 'te l l  the i r  stories . '  
T h e  art ic les found i n  t h i s  specia l  issue are an accu rate reflect ion 
of the new scholarsh ip  which exists and cont inues to emerge out of the 
d isc ip l i ne .  The authors are exce l lent examples of the b readth and depth 
of w riters coming out of  ethn ic stud ies .  As stated by the co-ed ito rs ,  th is  
scho larsh ip  repos it ions race,  c lass , and gender  i n  socia l  i nst itut ions .  Th is  
scho larsh ip  recogn izes and reveals cu rrent contrad ict ions and c reates 
an envi ronment fo r estab l ishg new perspectives. Hopefu l ly ,  even the 
contrad ict ions wi l l  resu lt in the estab l i shment and cont in uat ion of these 
d iff i cu lt d ia logues .  
Th is  spec ia l  issue makes an i mportant contr ibut ion to the top ic of  
race,  c lass , and gender ,  and more important ly, to the d isc ip l i ne .  I am 
confident it w i l l  serve as one essential p iece of the comp lex ethn ic stud ies 
mosaic .  
M i gue l  A.  Carranza 
Un ive rs ity of Nebraska-L i nco ln  
New Scholars h i p  on Race, C l ass, and Gender:  
Other Voi ces Cha l leng i n g  the Mainstream 
Jenn ife r  L. Pierce 
U n iversity of M i n nesota - Twi n  Cities Campus 
Al berto L. P u l ido 
Arizona State U n ivers ity West 1 
"You are told who you are, or you know who you are by the stories that are told. " 
-Leslie Marmon Silko 
I ntrod u ction 
From the marg i ns ,  we f ind ou rse lves wel l  pos i t ioned to te l l  "other  
sto ries"-l ife h isto ries , t rad it ions ,  and cu l tu ra l  myths which typ ical ly go 
un heard in  dominant sOciety.2 As i l l ust rated i n  the lead art ic le ,  "A Pattern 
of Poss ib i l ity: Max ine Hong  K ingston's Woman Warrior, " by Thelma J. 
Sh i nn ,  such sto ries a re "meronymic"-mero from the G reek mean i ng  
"part"-because our  u n ique  socia l  locat ion a l lows us to  see beyond the 
dominant mythos and te l l  "other" parts of "the sto ry." Tel l i ng  these stories 
is not only empower ing to those whom we name,  but it also changes and 
t ransfo rms the off ic ia l  sto ry l i ne  itse l f .  Life stories of marg i na l ized peoples 
demonstrate t ime and again that there is no one story ,  no one way of 
see ing ,  t h i nki n g ,  o r  fee l i ng. Moreover ,  the co re of these sto ries and 
ident it ies reveal mu l t ip le  parts of a more inc lus ive story ,  a more i nc lus ive 
way of th ink ing .  Fu rther, meronymic stor ies u nvei l the complex ope ra­
t ions of power and dominat ion wh ich have den ied and suppressed othe r  
voices. Th is specia l  issue o f  Explorations in Ethnic Studies on race ,  c lass , 
and gender is devoted to te l l i ng  the other  parts of "the story. " 
Explorations in Ethnic Studies Vol .  1 7, No. 1 (January 1 994) : 1 -9 .  
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Scholarsh ip  on race,  c lass,  and gender  often te l l s  the othe r  sto ry 
by beg i nn i ng  with the researcher h im/herself as part of the p roblematic­
we posit ion ou rse lves as part of what Sh i nn  h i gh l i ghts i n  the work of 
Max ine Hong K ingston-the "frog knot" wh ich is u nt ied ,  free i n g  us  from 
the constrai nts of the dominant d iscou rse .  F rom here,  we can beg i n  to 
formulate and develop theory t h rough conversat ion and "d ia logue"  with 
i nformants and/or sources i n  order  to work towards the d iscovery and 
construct ion of commun it ies .  Commun it ies are central to th is  approach 
s i nce the p roblematic is  confi gu red as part of a larger commu nal  and 
co l lect ive d imension that is on ly mean ingfu l  with i n  a specif ic social and 
h i stor ical context. 
The strength of the new scholarsh ip  on race ,  c lass , and gender  
l ies i n  i ts  abi l i ty to recogn ize and open up contrad ict ions and to c reate new 
beg i n n i ngs .  Through  such work ,  we attempt to break down mainst ream 
story l i nes by question ing  and transforming  exist ing  i nst itut ional  arrange­
ments. By b ri ng i ng  other parts of  "the sto ry" i nto v iew,  we better  enable 
o u rselves as scholars and as activists to understand ,  g rapple with , and 
d i s ru pt the complex re lat ions of power, dominat ion and p riv i lege .  As we 
a re rem i nded by Sh i nn  when describ ing the s ign if icance of Max ine Hong 
K ingston's work: 
With her  complex knot-making  ab i l ity, K ingston reveals 
that we too must fol low the twists of our own l ives th  rou g h  
fami ly ,  commun ity, a n d  social ve rs ions a n d  know i n  o u r  
own selves t h e  order  w e  can ach ieve , t h e  work o f  art we 
can c reate by construct ing  our own sto ry f rom its many 
components . . . .  When the nove l is  made new th rough  
fresh perspect ives, when  the  story balances persona l ,  
h i stor ica l ,  and myth ic truths ;  t hen  the  'story l i ne '  can  be 
spread out ,  un -knotted , or looped to reveal the s imu lta­
neous rea l it ies of many cu l tures ,  many t imes,  and many 
p laces as they repeat the 'abso lute truth '  of myth in th is  
cu lt u re ,  th is  t ime ,  th is  p lace.  
Thus,  we see the essays i n  th is  issue not on ly  as i mportant contribut ions 
to the recent scholarsh ip  on race ,  c lass,  and gender ,  but as efforts to 
change and transform the " mainstream truths"  with i n  the academy. 
Repos ition i n g  of Race, Class,  and Gender i n  Social  Institutions 
Mainstream scholarsh ip  that examines the ro le of race ,  c lass ,  
and gender i n  re lationsh ip  to social i nst itut ions seeks to deve lop ways of 
knowing in stat ic and f ixed categories for understand ing  the socia l  wo rld . 
S uch a pe rspective typ ical ly h i gh l i ghts the ro le of i nstitut ions i n  mold i ng  
and shap ing  our  everyday l ives.  However, the ro le  o f  subjective, histori-
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ca l ,  and pol it ical acto rs i n  he lp ing  to shape ou r  real it ies is at best, 
m i n imized,  o r, at worst ,  i gnored .  The i nt roduct ion of race,  class, and 
gender  i nto mainst ream scholarsh ip  p romises to redefi ne this view from 
above by p lac ing social  actors at the center of analys is  who,  i n  turn ,  c reate 
structure through co l lective p ract ices. The art ic les in the f i rst sect ion of 
o u r  special issue by G loria Cuad raz and Jen n ife r P ierce,  He id i  Howarth ,  
and Mary E .  Kelsey a l l  examine the sh ift i n g ,  complex and ,  a t  t imes ,  
contrad icto ry re lat ions between soc ia l  actors and the inst i tut ions where 
they f ind themselves . . 
I n  "F rom Scholarsh ip  G i rls to Scho larsh ip  Women ,  ,,3 G loria 
Cuad raz and Jenn ife r P ie rce deve lop "soc io-b iograph ies , 4 about the 
d i lemmas g rad uate educat ion poses for women of worki ng-class or ig i n .  
As they painfu l ly learn , t he  academy as  an i nst i tut ion not on l y  va l idates 
the experiences of wh ite men ,  but val idates men f rom a part icu lar  class 
background .  In P ierre Bourd ieu 's  term , Cuad raz and P ierce f ind they do 
not possess the requ is ite "cu l tura l  capita l "  to be heard ,  o r  even seen ,  in 
g raduate seminars ,  by othe r  g raduate students, o r  by facu lty members .  5 
The i r  personal narratives powerfu l ly  i l l ust rate not on ly the i r  fee l i ngs of 
a l ienat ion in th is envi ronment ,  but revea l  as we l l  the commonal it ies and 
d iffe rences i n  their expe riences as a woman of co lor and a wh ite woman 
from worki ng-class backg rounds .  Both women strugg le  with the aca­
demic d iscourse , the scholarly norms fo r "objectivity"  and "detach ment , "  
and  the i r mate rial needs fo r  f i nancia l  support .  Fu rther ,  the i r  stories 
h i gh l ight  the contrad ict ions of race and class : for Cuad raz ,  colo r renders 
her  class background v is ib le ,  whereas for P ie rce ,  "whiteness" serves to 
obscure and mask her  ori g i ns .  The i r  co l laborative essay-sometimes 
to ld i n  f i rst pe rson and, at others, with both voices-not on ly opens up 
the i r  contrad ictory locat ions with i n  g raduate schoo l ,  layi ng bare the 
operat ions of power and p rivi lege ,  but a lso h i gh l i g hts the i r  i nd iv idual  and 
co l lect ive acts of res istance . Today, as asslstant professors with i n  the 
academy, Cuad raz and P ierce cont inue the i r  effo rts to th ink ,  write, and 
work col laborat ive ly .  The i r  essay conc ludes :  
As worki ng-c lass women from d iffe ri ng eth n ic back­
g rounds ,  we have learned to recogn ize ou r  s im i lari t ies ,  
to embrace our d ifferences , and to g rapple with one 
another's complexit ies . We know that un less we come 
together fo r the pu rpose of add ress i ng  and act ing upon 
broader issues , we wi l l  not cha l lenge the rep roduct ion of 
inequa l ity in the academy. O u r  ab i l ity to col laborate 
defies the rac ism and c lass ism i nstitut ional ized i n  the 
Amer ican educat iona l  system .  Th is  p rocess is neve r  an 
easy one ,  yet we cont inue to take one another ser ious ly 
and to move forward the p rocess of i nst itut iona l  change.  
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The work of He id i  Howarth , i n  her art ic le ,  "The C reat ion of 
Educat ion by H ispanic Wome n , "  offers yet another  i nterest i ng  and 
p rovocat ive perspective on  race , c lass ,  and gender  i n  ed ucatio n .  By 
p lac i ng  non-domi nant women at the cente r of her  analys is ,  and a l low ing  
them to te l l  " the i r  sto ries , "  we learn and d iscover that " H ispanas" i n  j u n io r  
h igh  school  have created an alternative space fo r  themse lves outs ide the  
ed ucat iona l  system i n  response to  a system that has  fai led to  add ress 
the i r  needs with i n  the c lassroom setti ng .  As women of color ,  t hey are left 
out  of the mainstream educat ional  process .  However, " H ispanas" do not 
respond pass ively to this process ,  but rather act ively seek the i r  own k ind 
of  educat ion and learn i ng  outside of  the c lass room.  Howarth states :  
I t  is  m y  be l ief that H ispanas have created a private b rand 
of  s u rvival ski l l s .  The absence of  the appropriate k ind of  
'cu l tura l  capital '  pushes the H ispana to develop ways in  
wh ich to confront the i nstitut ion 's  marg ina l izat ion p ro­
cess and ways i n  which to ed ucate themselves . L isted 
among these are anger ,  i ndependence,  separat ion , the 
recogn it ion of  school  and parent ambiva lence to the i r  
educat ional  needs and des i res,  and the conscious search 
for educat ion outside of  the pub l ic  schoo l .  
Another  important d iscovery from th i s  research  is  that patterns of 
ass im i l at ion among Lat inas/os in American society vary by gender. 
Howarth is prec ise i n  her  argument that making  gender  d iffe rences v is ib le  
makes " . . .  the assu med hypothesis of  ident ical  rates of  ass im i lat ion for 
males and females [conspicuous,  and] . . .  exposes layers of damag i n g  
assumptions . "  T h i s  i mportant d iscovery emerges only because the 
researcher  he rself is  sens it ive to gender ,  c lass and rac ia l  d iffe rences . I t  
i s  a d i rect cha l lenge to mainstream research that has domi nated the 
socia l  sc iences s i nce the 1 950s, which focuses p redomi nant ly on  the 
expe r iences of men of co lor. 
The important artic le ,  "Welfare Pol i t ics and Racia l  Ste reotypes:  
The Structu ral Contrad ict ions of  a Model  M i nority , "  by Mary E .  Ke lsey ,  
p rovides us with another  excel lent cr it ique of the race re lat ions l iteratu re 
wh ich  re l ies on cu l tura l  val ues to exp la in  the economic success of Asian 
Americans i n  the U n ited States . Employ ing  a so l i d  ethnograph ic  ap­
proach ,  Kelsey p resents a poignant and theoretical ly  soph ist icated 
arg u ment that the state , in the form of welfare, p lays a s i gn if icant ro le i n  
the socia l  mob i l ity o f  Southeast Asian refugees,  specif ical ly Laot ians ,  
l i v ing  i n  Cal ifo rn ia .  U n l i ke research that assu mes an extreme structu ra l ist 
posit ion which den ies human agency, Ke lsey's work offers a balanced 
and thoughtfu l  p resentat ion examin i ng  the st ructu res of opportun ity in 
relat ion to i nd iv idua ls and the i r  mob i l i zat ion of these resou rces. An 
i mpo rtant pol icy imp l icat ion of Kelsey's wo rk is that with balanced 
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structu ral opportun it ies ,  a l l  poor commun it ies of co lor can ach ieve social  
mob i l ity i n  the U n ited States . Her essay conc ludes :  
A carefu l  examinat ion of  welfare state po l ic ies reveal 
that d ifferent g roups of poor people i n  America have 
forged stri k ing ly  d iffe rent re lat ions with the state.  For 
most poor peop le ,  the host i le  welfare state of the 1 950s 
and early 1 960s was modif ied by a ser ies of refo rms 
under  the G reat Society p rograms on ly  to retu rn to 
host i le  state-c l ient re lat ions under  the social  po l ic ies of 
Reagan and Bush .  The 1 980s were an era in which 
Reagan cut mate rial a id to the poor,  abo l ished the 
successfu l  C ET A job trai n i ng  p rog ram ,  and reduced 
state resou rces for educat ion .  Despite these general 
cutbacks in social p rograms,  pol i t ical refugees we re 
offered a comprehens ive array of resou rces . . . .  Hypoth­
eses of social mob i l ity based on  e rrant assumpt ions of 
equal  opportun ity fa lsely e levate the ro le of cu ltu re i n  
social mobi l ity. Poor commun it ies have not a l l  had 
access to the same resou rces and therefore shou ld  not 
be judged as i f  the p lay ing f ie ld  we re leve l .  
Representations o f  Race, C lass , a n d  Gender i n  t h e  Media 
The next sect ion of our specia l  issue focuses on the ro le media 
p lays i n  American soc iety. Media,  whether  p ri nt ,  te lev is ion ,  or f i lm ,  
prod uces representat ions o f  race,  c lass,  and gender. Femin ist scholar 
M iche l le  F i ne arg ues that if we are to understand gender ,  and we wou ld  
add race and c lass , as  mu lt ip ly pos i t ioned and re lat ional , "we need to 
i nvest igate not on ly what is  reg resented . . .  as gender ,  [ race and class] but 
what is not represented . . . .  " I n  other  words ,  as academics and as 
act iv ists , we must d is rupt the prevai l i ng  not ions of what is i nevitab le and 
" natu ra l "  about race , c lass and gender i n  newspape rs and f i lm by tel l i n g  
"other" parts o f  t he  "whole story . "  The  art ic les by  Carmen Mann ing -M i l le r, 
C larence Sp igner  ,and M arian Sciach itano a l l  exp lore these issues.  
Carmen Mann ing- M i l le r's excel le nt a rt ic le ,  " Med ia Disco u rse 
and the Fem in izat ion of Poverty , "  effect ively d i s rupts the media's preva i l ­
i ng  not ion of  what is i nevitab le  and "natu ra l "  about  women and pove rty. 
Th rough a carefu l ly documented analysis of media d iscou rse on pove rty, 
Mann ing -M i l l e r  shows that jou rnal ist ic stor ies and photo essays tend to 
depict the poor as women of co lor ,  neg lect i ng  the fact that overwhe lm ing  
n u mbers of  women i n  poverty are wh ite : " Reports o f  welfare-re l iant 
women of color without compl imentary stat ist ics of welfare-re l iant wh ite 
women mask the fact that so many poor women are wh ite and make 
we lfare a tool i n  the pol i t ics of race . "  Fu rthermore,  she f inds that a va lue  
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laden d isti nction  is made between "deserv ing men and women"  and 
" u ndeservi ng  wome n . "  The few references to men or e lderly women in 
poverty are described as "without work, " whereas most of the poverty 
coverage on women focuses on unemployed , we lfare-re l iant women of 
ch i l d -bear ing  age.  
A Washington Post art ic le i n  the first category ,  for examp le ,  
described the i mpover ishment o f  e lderly nuns " . . .  i n  retirement b inds 
because,  u n l i ke the male h ierarchy who contro l led the co l l ect ion  p late , 
the s isters put ne i ther the ir trust i n  money, nor  their money i n  trust . .  . .  " On 
the othe r  hand , Mann ing -M i l l er writes ,  the  majo rity o f  the poverty cover­
age concerns u nemployed , welfare-re l iant women of ch i l d -beari ng  age .  
For examp le ,  i n  a Wall Street Journal art ic le t i t led , "Good G i rl s  Fare 
Bette r Standard of Liv i n g , "  a hospital nu rse's statement of attr ibut ion 
charges :  " He's [pat ient 's baby boy] go ing to be another  toy for he r  to p lay 
with . . .  I t 's pOi nt less to teach her about parent ing  . . . .  " Mann i ng -M i l l e r  
argues that newspaper representat ions are ideolog ical : they s h ift o u r  
attent ion away f rom social  a n d  pol it ical p rocesses a n d  focus i nstead on  
matte rs o f  i nd iv idua l  choice . I n  th is  way, the  med ia ,  th rough  i t s  journa l ists ,  
photog raphers ,  and editors '  cho ices , carefu l ly  construct racia l i zed and 
gender  specif ic i mages of poverty, specif ica l ly  unmarried B lack mothers 
on  welfare ,  images wh ich do not capture the complexit ies of the actua l  
l i ved exper iences of poverty. 
C larence Sp igner's f ine essay, " Race , Gender, and the Status­
Quo:  Asian and African Ame rican Relat ions i n  a Ho l lywood F i l m , "  
exp lo res t h e  ro le f i l m  p lays i n  creat ing representat ions o f  i nte r-ethn ic  
tens ions between As ian  Americans and African Americans i n  the U n ited 
States. Sp igner's  ana lys is of d i rector M ichael C im ino's The Year of the 
Dragon ( 1 985) , a pol ice act ion movie about a " ruth less" Ch i nese Ameri ­
can subcu l tu re i n  New York, shows the wh ite ma le  characte rs dep icted 
as savvy, street-smart romantic leads , whereas Asian Americans and 
B lacks a re d im i n ished to a degrad ing and secondary status .  F u rther, 
Asian/Black re lat ions i n  the movie are port rayed i n  a n u mber of negative 
i mages :  t h ro u g h  "maste r/se rvant"  re lat ionsh ips-Tai ,  the C h i n ese 
gang leader  has a B lack "buffoon "  bodyguard and Ta i  admon ishes  h i s  
gang members no t  to  a l low themse lves to  be  treated as  "ye l low n iggers "­
and th roug h  i nte rracia l  compet i t ion-Ch inese Americans compete with 
B lacks , not with wh ites , for scarce resou rces.  On the other  hand ,  Stan ley 
White , the f i lm 's  wh ite p rotagon ist ,  is the emblematic po l ice off icer/" u rban 
cowboy" who rescues society from this dysfu nct iona l  subcu ltu re of 
int ri gue ,  d rugs ,  and v io lence.  Sp igner also f inds that rep resentat ions of 
i nter-ethn ic  tens ions also p lay out in  male/female re lationsh ips i n  the f i lm .  
Tzu ,  a Ch i nese American woman i n  the  f i lm  is :  
i n it ia l ly i ndependent and assertive but remains co ld and 
e l i t ist part icu larly toward fe l low Ch inese Americans .  Yet 
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she is curious ly acq u iescent to wh ite male autho rity. As 
the f i lm's pr imary female p rotagon ist ,  her  romantic p ref-
erence for a racist/sexist wh ite pol iceman [Stan ley Wh ite] 
re i nforces race and gender  dominat ion as des i rable and 
appropriate . 
Sp igner  concludes that the race and gender-specif ic i magery i n  th is f i lm 
is functiona l :  it p romotes racia l ized and gendered ste reotypes at the 
same t ime that it leg it imates wh ite male dominance th rough violence 
against peop le of color as rat ional  and necessary for societal harmony. 
Marian Sciach itano's essay, "Whose C ryi ng  Game , "  speaks 
d i rectly to the meronymic sto ry theme of th is  specia l  issue .  By presenti ng 
an "other" story about the f i lm The Crying Game, Sciach itano raises 
serious quest ions about the ente rta in ment i ndust ry's efforts to t it i l l ate 
aud iences with a "shockin g , "  "surp ris i ng , "  and " h ush-hush "  concl us ion to 
the movie ,  specif ica l ly ,  that O i l ,  one of the main  characte rs who appears 
to be a beautifu l ,  l i ght-ski nned B lack woman , is actua l ly  a gay B lack 
transvestite . Beg inn ing  wi th  her  own contrad icto ry locat ion as a b i - racial 
Asian American woman , Sciachitano ref lects that her own l ived expe ri­
ences of being racia l ly ambiguous or "Other" in a cu ltu re which va lues 
" racial pu rity" have led he r to see that she shares "a g reat deal in common 
with men of color and the i r  strugg les . "  Thus ,  rather  than focus ing on the 
f i lm 's "shocki ng "  concl us io n ,  Sciach itano asks us to cons ider instead , 
"How do men of co lor i n  th is  f i lm  get rep resented or  posit ioned? "  She 
argues that the f i lm represents an  exot ic and fetish ized i mage of B lack 
gay men. I t  is th rough Ferg i s ,  the ma in  characte r, and h is  wh ite hete ro­
sexual gaze , that O i l  becomes an object of des i re as a woman: a s ite of 
both sexual and colon ia l  domi natio n .  Sciach itano writes: 
The f i lm 's  focus sh ifts and ends u p  exotic iz ing  O i l  as we l l  
a s  Ferg is '  new fasc i nat ion (and ours) with O i l .  I t  i s  now 
O i l ' s  B lack body, which on one level is the body of a B lack 
woman made "oth er" by race and ge n der, and on 
another ,  the body of a B lack transvestite made "other" by 
race and sexual ity . . .  [T]he c inematic voyeu r ism of watch­
ing Ferg is '  attraction to an " i mage" of a sed uctive B lack 
woman who turns out to be a transvestite can not and 
should not be mistaken o r  d i sm issed . . . .  
The author concludes her powerfu l  essay by u rg i ng  u s  to become "crit ical 
c i t izens"  who quest ion these rep resentat ions ,  these narrat ives , and 
perspectives . Doing so wi l l  enable us to "transform these images of men 
and women of co lor  by how we look,  how we th i nk ,  how we talk ,  and 
hopefu l ly ,  by how we fee l .  
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In addi t ion to the artic les ,  this special  issue offers a l ist of cu rrent 
read ings on  race ,  c lass,  and gender fo r those i nterested in learn i n g  more 
about th is  i mportant and emerg i ng  area of study. The b ib l i og raphy is  
organ ized categorical ly ,  by a lphabetical o rder ,  i nto one of th ree sect ions :  
1 )Antho log ies and Ed ited Vo l u mes;  2) Books ; and 3) Journa l  Art ic les and 
Book Chapte rs . The b ib l iog raphy offers a fai rly comprehens ive l ist i ng  of 
recent pub l icat ions i n  the areas of Educat ion ,  Gerontology,  Eth n ic  
Stud ies ,  H istory ,  Law, L iterature ,  Med ia  Stud ies ,  Socio logy, and Women's 
Stud ies .  We are i ndebted to Ms .  L isa Kammerlocher  f rom the F letcher  
L ib rary ,  and Ms .  Cynth ia  M .  Rasmussan from the Department o f  Ameri ­
can Stud ies ,  both  at  Ar izona State U n iversity West, for  the i r  ass istance 
in he lp ing  compi le  this b ib l iog raphy. 
We began our i ntroductory essay with a quote f ro m  the author 
Les l ie  Marmon S i l ko ,  who i n  d iscuss i n; her  nove l  Ceremony, exp la ins  the 
important ro le  and fu nct ion of  a story. Ceremony i s  the sto ry of Tayo and 
h i s  t ransfo rmative p rocess. As a novel that recogn izes and ce lebrates the 
o ra l  t rad i t ions of  Native peop le ,  th is  book is  best descr ibed as a "wo rd 
ceremony. " It is a ceremony rep resentat ive of a cu rat ive act , a heal i ng  
p rocess , that t h rou�h the  act o f  storyte l l i ng  rad iates power that comes 
from "word sp i rits." For commun it ies on the marg i ns ,  there are many 
word ceremon ies which have been ignored or  forgotten by mai nstream 
scho lars .  The t ime has come for al l  of us to recogn ize the importance of 
these contr i but ions and i nco rporate them i nto o u r  understand ing  of 
contemporary American society. I n  the p rocess , we work to t ransform the 
academy, our  commun it ies ,  and ourselves .  Our  hope is that th is  spec ia l  
issue on  race , c lass, and gender  wi l l  p lay a part i n  fu l f i l l i ng th is  v is ion . 
NOTES 
1 The ed itors of th is vo l ume are ful l  co-authors and have l isted the i r  
names i n  a lphabetic o rder .  
2We have also p roduced a documentary, Unheard Voices, which at­
tempts to te l l  stor ies f rom the marg ins  in Utah Val ley.  I t  was co-produced 
by Jennifer P ierce , Alberto L .  Pul ido, and Kim Koch .  Unheard Voices 
premiered at the Nat iona l  Associat ion for Eth n ic Stud ies Confe rence on 
Race,  C lass ,  and Gender  i n  Sa l t  Lake C ity, Utah , March 1 993. Copies are 
avai lab le f rom KUE D-TV, located on the campus of the U n ivers i ty of 
Utah ,  Salt Lake C ity, Utah .  
3Th is  a rt ic le was sent  ou t  fo r an external b l i nd  review by  Explorations in 
Ethnic Studies sen ior  ed itor, M igue l  A .  Carranza. 
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4C .  Wright M i l l s ,  "The P romise , "  i n  h i s  The Sociological Imagination (New 
York: Oxfo rd Press , 1 959) : 3-24. 
5P ie rre Bou rd ieu ,  "Cu l tu ra l  Reproduct ion and Social  Reproduct ion , "  i n  
Power and Ideology in Education, eds. Jerome Karabel  and A .H. Halsey 
(New York: Oxford U n ive rs ity P ress,  1 977) : 487-51 0 .  
6M iche l le  F i ne ,  Disruptive Voices: The Possiblities o f  Feminist Research 
(Ann Arbor, M ich igan : U n ive rs i ty of M ich igan P ress,  1 992) : 22 . 
7Les l ie  Marmon S i l ko ,  Ceremony (New York:  Pengu i n ,  1 977) ; "Conver­
sat ions with Les l ie  Marmon S i l ko , "  i n  Sun Tracks, Vol . 3 ( 1 976) :  28-33 . 
8"Conversat ions with Les l i e  M armon S i l ko . "  
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A Pattern of Possibility: 
M axi ne Hong Ki ngston's Woman Warrior 
Thelma J. S h i n n  
Arizona State U n iversity 
Maxine Hong Kingston is one of the many contemporary 
American novelists of non-European ethnicities and one of 
many women novelists who have found in mythology and 
folklore both stories and images which can transform the genre 
by providing "novel" patterns of order and "meronymic" lan­
guage. These inclusive patterns and words help expand our 
perspective as they encompass both the linear and cyclical 
stories of the individual within the context of communal and 
social, mythic and historic, truths. In The Woman Warrior, the 
complex "frog knot" of her female heritage is untied for us not 
only to open up women's possible stories but also to offer her 
readers the variety which keeps us sane, freeing us from a 
dominant discourse which convincingly describes the inevi­
table tragedy of our common death but often fails to remind us 
of the simultaneous richness of our uncommon lives. 
"The contri but ion of mythology, " Clyde Kluckhohn  has explai ned, 
" is that of prov id i ng  a log ical model  capable of overcoming  contrad ictions 
i n  a peop le 's  v iew of  the wor ld and what they have deduced f rom 
exper ience . ', 1 Usually we i nte rp ret this concept to mean that myths 
p rov ide h uman explanations fo r natu ral phenomena,  but i t  seems equa lly 
appl icable to overcoming  socia/contrad ictions .  Perce ivi ng  contemporary 
real ity with i n  the g reate r context of the i r  i nhe rited myths and legends 
enab les some contemporary Ame rican nove l i sts of non -Eu ropean 
eth n ic it ies to overcome the contrad icto ry ways in  wh ich the i r  "peop le"  are 
seen both with i n  the eth n ic commu n ity and with i n  the la rge r  American 
society. As a native-born Ch i nese American ,  fo r i nstance , M ax ine Hong  
K ingston wi l l  never be either  "Ch inese" o r  "American " ;  she is both by  
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def i n it ion .  With i n  her  own self these social contrad ict ions m ust be 
overcome and encompassed , which does not necessar i ly mean they w i l l  
ever be resolved .2 
The novel is the l iterary genre p recisely des igned to exp lore 
socia l  def i n it ions of the i nd iv idua l ,  but i n  American l ite rature the novel has 
been dominated by the myth os of tragedy, the p lot which p roceeds 
l i nearly to a c l i mact ic act ion and aims at a f inal reso lut ion of conf l icts by 
the end of the nove l .  Certai n ly th is tragic mode is itself "a log ica l  model  
capable of overcoming  contrad ict ions , "  but the G reek mythos u pon which 
it is patterned is not the on ly way of te l l i n g  our  h u man story .  "Americans" 
f rom non-European eth n ic it ies have often been exposed to q u ite d iffe rent 
myths which deve lop a long "other" log ica l  patterns.  Th is  l iteratu re of the 
American "other" seems to have much i n  common ,  whether  i ts a lternative 
cu l tu ra l  sou rce is  As ian , Native , Lat ina/o , o r  Afr ican American .  In each 
case ,  cu l tu ra l  myth  maki ng i nc l udes patterns which p rom ise new beg i n ­
n i ngs rather  t han  reso l ut ions, which c i rc le  back th rough  t ime  and space 
to center the ind iv idua l  sto ryte l l e r  in commu nal trad it ions .  Rathe r  than the 
l i near ,  i nstrumental rat ional ity wh ich seeks i ts  i nevitab le end ,  th is  cyc l ica l ,  
assoc iat ive rat ional ity seeks to estab l ish  i ts  centra l ity with i n  the many 
contexts of  wh ich it is a part .  The se l f  and th is  t ime and p lace ach ieve the i r  
i nd iv idua l i ty by  d i scover ing t he  cumu lat ive sto ries wh i ch  can  be recog­
n ized and encompassed by the human imagi nat ion .  
M uch f ict ion by  women write rs i n  pat r iarchal  cu ltu res can  a l so  be  
seen  i n  th is  l i g ht .  Stud ies such  as  my  own Worlds Within Women have 
t raced the oral t rad it ion of pre-patr iarchal  Goddess cu l tu res as the 
"cu ltu ra l  otherness" upon which these women write rs have d rawn , 
reject i ng  the def i n it ions of rea l ity offered by the dominant d iscou rse , and 
tu rn i n g  to forms defi ned by that def i n it ion as fantasy i n  o rder  to exp lo re 
the "whole sto ry . , ,3 
Conve rsely ,  Max ine Hong K ingston and other  women write rs w i l l  
d raw f rom the " real world "  o f  fam i ly and h istory i n  orde r to c reate the  
"whole sto ry"  i n  the i r  f ict ion . Each attempts to  ove rcome the a rt i f ic ia l  
boundaries which " marg i na l ize" her  i n  order  to cente r herse lf in her own 
t rad i t ions and see fu l ly in each d i rect ion from where she f inds he rself .  
Because the novel is  an artifact as we l l  as a lang uage art, i t  can 
be shaped by the author artist i nto the form which best expresses the 
story be ing to l d .  Although  that story is always a vers ion of the common 
human sto ry ,  i ts un iversal s i gn if icance becomes c lear on ly when i t  is  
f i rmly centered i n  i ts own t rad it ions ,  i ts  own myth os or  patte rn of 
poss ib i l ity . Fu rthermore ,  on ly when we read the words and connect them 
i n  the pattern p rovided by the author do we u nderstand what stands 
under, what o rders ,  the act ions of the story. The "other" American 
l iteratu re is  best able to offer us the "who le"  of our common story in " novel 
forms" which encompass both the l i near and cyc l ical , the p red ictab le and 
possible , the v is ib le  and inv is ib le ,  the h istorical and the mythic, because 
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these "marg i nal " write rs are best posit ioned to see beyond the dominant 
mythos. They too , as Ame ricans ,  have learned that d iscou rse and 
acknowledge the trag ic truth of death as an i nevitab le  reso lut ion of each 
ind iv idual l ife .  However, from the marg ins  of that sto ry,  they are we l l  
posit ioned to tu rn to the "othe r" sto ry , and that posit ion is  enhanced b y  the 
sti l l  l iv ing myths which have been p reserved oral ly and are offered them 
with i n  the i r  ethn ic com m u n it ies .4 
I have cal l ed the i r  novels "meronymic" p rec ise ly because of th is  
more encompass i ng  pe rspective f rom which they are to ld  and the "novel 
orders "  it has g iven the i r  f ictions .  A meronym-from the G reek mero 
which means "part"-is a compos ite o r  cumu lative i mage. Even a word , 
such as g rey, can be meronymic :  g rey i s  composed of a balance of black 
and wh ite but is  itse l f  ne i the r  b lack nor  wh ite. It i s  th is g reat but f in ite 
variety of d iffe rent balances of black and wh ite which is defi ned by the 
s i ng le word . So too i s  K ingston 's  pe rspective socia l ly me ronymic ,  s i nce 
be ing Ch i nese American i s  not the same as e ither being Ch inese or  f itt i ng  
the  domi nant def i n it ion of  E u ro-Ame rican soc iety . As an art ist ,  K ingston 
seeks meronymic  language ,  i mage ry ,  and understand i ng  of characte rs 
and act ions to convey her  expanded v is ion of ou r common sto ry . She best 
ach ieves this in her nove l The Woman Warrior, which ,  with its compan ion 
work China Men, i s  rooted i n  her  own personal , fami l ial , and cu ltu ral 
experiences. S i nce both Ch i nese and American societ ies are patriarchal , 
however, the prob lem of gender  has fo rced her  to explore her  pate rnal 
and mate rnal he ritages separate ly .  S i nce she is female and her mother  
was the  "storyte l le r" o f  t he  fami ly ,  it i s  with i n  her  mate rnal heritage that 
K ingston has the g reatest access to the cu ltural myths wh ich p rovide he r  
with the "other" parts o f  her  own  story .  
Therefore , wh i le  The Woman Warrior has a beg i nn i ng ,  m idd le ,  
and  end  wh ich  a l lows us  to  read its l i near "p rogress ion"  f rom s i lence to 
song through the conf l ict between mothe r  and daug hte r at its cente r, it 
offers s imu ltaneous ly a cyc l ical patte rn wh ich a l lows us to emerge from 
its myth ic and art ist ic " knotmak ing "  with an expanded appreciat ion both 
of the ind ividual self in wh ich the mother  f inds contemporary express ion 
th rough her  daug hte r and of  th is  moment of t ime i n  wh ich ou r  p lace has 
become the p lanet and o u r  com m u n ity the human fami ly .  Although  
K ingston 's book  won non-f ict ion  awards as  autob iography,  it can on ly be  
fu l ly appreciated and  u nderstood as  a nove l ,  depend ing  more on  what 
K ingston descr ibes as " i mag i ned l ife" than on  h istorical ly p recise i nforma­
t ion about i nd iv iduals .  Balanci ng  the personal , h i stor ic ,  and myth i c  
throughout, K ingston t he  writer condenses t ime  and p lace i nto t he  m i nd 
of K ingston the characte r, who learns to fo l l ow the twists and loops of the 
many stories which together  def ine her  l ife . The storyte l l i ng  p rocess itself 
c reates the "outlawed knot" which K ingston offe rs us as a " nove l "  pattern 
of poss ib i l i ty .  
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Art,  of wh ich the nove l is but one fo rm , has always offered its 
u n if ied v is ion of the human cond it ion ,  a "truth" which transcends seem­
i ng ly contrad ictory real it ies by encompassing  them i n  an ordered whole.  
So too has myth  been acknowledged ,  as M i rcea E l iade reminds us,  as the 
"abso l ute truth" and "sacred h istory" of the cu l ture from which i t  
comes.5 S i nce the G reek mythos can be t rans lated as plot to reveal the 
connect ions between the pattern of the novel  and the patterns of myth ,  
i t  is  not j ust t he  a l l us ions from myth i ncorporated i n  such  nove ls  bu t  even 
more i mportantly the bas ic pattern of the novel which ref lects the cu l tural  
"abso l ute truth" which underg i rds  its sto ry. To understand that story ,  we 
m ust appreciate what "stands under" i t .  
In The Woman Warrior, fo r i nstance , K ingston c reates a "novel" 
o rder  as wel l  as i ncorporat ing  a l l us ions to both Ch i nese and fami ly  
h i story and myth i n  her exp lorat ion of  her  female self .  As S h i rley K .  Rose 
has argued ,  "The part icu lars of the story are less i nterest ing  than her  
te l l i n g  o f  that sto ry ,  fo r K ingston 's  narrative brings together  ' real ity' and  
' myth '  from the perspectives o f  both the Ch inese cu l ture and American 
cu lt u re . " 6 Nor  should we separate e i ther the "real ity" o r  the "myth" from 
K ingston 's  un ique  perspect ive on  both ;  as she exp la ins in the nove l ,  she 
must come to her  own understand ing  of  her  i nherited myths because 
"How can Ch i nese keep any trad i t ions at a l l ?  They don't  even make you 
pay attent ion , s l ipp ing  in a cere mony and clear ing the table before the 
ch i l d ren  not ice spec ia lness."7 ,, Don '  see how they kept up  a cont i nuous 
cu l tu re for f ive thousand years ," she compla ins .  "Maybe they d idn 't ; 
maybe everyone makes it up as they go a long .  If we had to depend on  
be ing told , we 'd  have no re l i g i on ,  no babies , no menstruat ion (sex, of 
cou rse ,  unspeakable) , no death . "8 
Nor  does K ingston want to confront "Ch i nese cu l tu re" i n  its 
h i stor ical accu racy, or  even in Ch i na .  Her "Ch inese cu ltu re" cons ists of 
her  fam i ly sto ries of the "homeland" she has neve r v is ited and the l i festy le 
of Ch i nese Americans. " I  was describ i ng  the p lace that we Americans 
imag ine to be Ch ina .  They myth ic  Ch ina  has its own h istory ,  sme l l s ,  
f lowers , one hundred b i rds ,  long- l ived peop le ,  d ia lects , mus ic , "  she 
exp la ins  i n  her essay " Imag i ned Life ."  " I f  I had gotten on  a p lane and f lown 
to the Ch i na  that 's over there ,  I m ight have lost the i mag ined land . ' ,g Thus 
the process Kingston uses to c reate her novel i nvolves rea l ist ic details of 
a myth ic  Ch ina  and myth ic t ra i n i ng  for an autob iog raph ical narrato r ra ised 
i n  contemporary America. 
True to her  trad it ions , K ingston must encompass the l i near story 
with i n  the cyc l ical patte rn , eschewing the l i near t ig htrope of chrono log ical 
p lot to o rder  her  sto ry .  Rather ,  the sto ry takes p lace as it is  written ,  and 
memories of the personal , h istorical , and myth ic past blend with d i rect 
obse rvat ion and rat ional  analysis of the present moment to p lace the 
reader in the landscape of the write r's i mag inat ion .  The artist ic pattern of 
that landscape takes shape as K ingston crafts an intricate twist i ng  of five 
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knots from her  own story-li ne ,  her  own life , each one cu rl ing  i n  on itself to 
form one of the f ive sect ions of the book. The narrator expla ins  her art ist ic 
process at the beg i n n i ng of the f inal sect ion ,  "A Song for a Barbar ian Reed 
P ipe . "  She has taken her brother's br ief and already second-hand vers ion 
of  her aunt 's  sto ry as the bas i s  for the previous chapter and has 
transformed i t :  
H is  ve rs ion of the story may be better than m i ne because 
of its bareness,  not twisted i nto des igns .  The hearer can 
carry i t  tucked away without i t  taking  up much room .  
Long ago  i n  Ch i na,  knot-makers t i ed  stri ng i nto buttons 
and frogs ,  and rope i nto bell pulls . There was one knot 
so complicated that it bli nded the knot-maker. F inal ly an 
emperor  outlawed this c ruel knot, and the nobles could 
not o rder  it anymore .  If I had l ived in Ch i na ,  I would have 
been an outlaw knot-maker . 1 0 
K ingston ident i f ies with the C h i nese outlaw knot-maker as she follows the 
twist ings of her  female heritage and t races how i t  "b ranches i nto" her  own 
l i fe ,  creat ing i n  the process the f ive-chapter i ntr icately i nterwoven "frog 
knot" from the s ingle story l i ne  that comprises her own upbri ng i ng  as a 
Ch i nese American daughter .  Pate rnal aunt ,  myth ic  woman warrio r, 
mother, mate rnal aunt ,  and an h isto r ical exiled Ch inese poetess receive 
ind iv idual  sect ions and yet reveal themselves to be part of the poss ib i l i t ies 
that shape the narrator herself , as is  the young  playmate she abuses i n  
the f i nal  sect ion whose s i lence th reatens t o  become h e r  own . 
However, each characte r's story is l im ited by the narrato r's use 
of i t ,  for only i nasmuch as she can i mag ine these women in her  own m ind ,  
her  own l ife,  and  converse ly imag ine herself i n  the i r  l ives are they 
i mportant to her sto ry .  The p resent rather than the past dete rm i nes the l i fe 
K ingston chooses to imag ine fo r each woman . Thus, the narrator refuses 
to believe that "No Name Woman , "  her pate rnal aunt, m ight have 
committed adultery because she was sexually promiscuous :  " I mag i n i ng 
her  f ree with sex doesn't f i t ,  though .  I don ' t  know any women l i ke that ,  o r  
men e i ther .  U nless I see her  l ife b ranch i ng  i nto m ine ,  she g ives me no 
ancestral help . " 1 1  
As K ingston's narrator d iscovers and constructs her  own m ult i ple 
ident ity in The Woman Warrior, she creates anew the i nherited cultu re 
hero myths of the f i rst woman warr io r  and of the poetess Ts'a i Yen by 
recogn iz i ng  he rself as the i r  contemporary express ion . She too i s  a 
"swordswoman " mot ivated by, carry ing  "on her  back , "  the words of her  
people ; she too  m ust s i ng  he r  own song among "barbarians . "  S i multa­
neously she recogn izes that she is the contemporary express ion ,  the 
cu lm inat ion ,  of  the female l ine f ro m  wh ich she has descended , wh ich 
helps her  to real ize fu l ly  the shared stor ies of  her  father's d isowned "no-
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name" s ister ,  her  mother's  earl ie r  l ife as a med ical student and docto r i n  
C h i na ,  a n d  even t h e  " mad ness" wh ich overcomes her  mother's cu l tural ly­
up rooted s ister Moon Orch id when she cannot overcome the contrad ic­
t ions wh ich  g reet her i n  America. 
The center loop of this complex knot of re lat ionsh ips which 
K ingston m ust u nwi nd-must i mag ine  and write about-to open the 
stor ies of her female ancestry is the sto ry of her  mothe r, which she cal ls 
"Shaman . "  Wh i le  her mother is also Ki ngston 's  sou rce and model fo r her  
g ift for "ta l k-sto ry , "  "Shaman" ident if ies her  ro le as a docto r i n  Ch ina,  
which i s  den ied her in  America. Her  mother ,  B rave Orch id ,  is  able i n  th is 
sect ion to face ghosts as wel l  as med ical emergenc ies ,  as the women 
med ical students are trai ned i n  both the sc ience and the mag ic spe l ls  
wh ich heal the body and spi r it . In  America, Brave Orch id  must work i n  a 
laund ry and heal with "tal k-story . "  The d i fferences between mother  and 
daughter ,  Ch i na and America, then and now, are acknowledged and 
encompassed rather than resolved as the narrator accepts her own ro le 
as sto ryte l l e r  and transforms that ro le  to f i t  the real i t ies of the present 
moment .  She wi l l  g ive the explanat ions that are neve r g iven and write 
down the sto ries which were preserved on ly in her mother's oral "tal k­
story"  t rad it ion in order to offer a contemporary vers ion of the myth ,  a 
mythos of her  own i n  the order of her  nove l ,  to a contemporary world 
wh ich  desperately needs explanat ions ,  needs to know the words ,  and 
needs a more encompass ing pattern . The "wordswoman " that she has 
become encompasses as wel l  the "woman warrio r" ro le :  
The swordswoman and  I are no t  so d iss im i lar. May my 
people understand the  resemblance soon  so that I can 
retu rn to them. What we have in common are the words 
at ou r  backs . The ideog raphs for revenge are " report a 
c ri me"  and " report to five fam i l i es . "  The report i ng  is the 
vengeance , not the behead i ng ,  not the g utt i ng ,  but the 
words .  And I have so many words-"ch i n k" words and 
" gook" words too-that they do not f i t  on  my s ki n . 1 2  
The narrator's ethn ic  he ritage is cont in uous ly re-expe rienced as 
coterm inous with the American context in wh ich she has matured , and 
her i nd iv id ual ity is d iscovered with i n  her communal ro les .  K ingston 's  
i ntr icate knot-making  enables the reader  to real ize that h istory is myth 
and myth is  h istory ,  that the personal is comm u nal and vice versa. As we 
retu rn to a myth ic Ch ina to d iscover her real aunt be ing  ostracized in an 
h istor ic v i l lage ceremony condemn ing  her ad u ltery ,  we also remain with 
the narrator in contemporary America who must i mag ine plaus ib le 
reasons why a woman who shares her  ethn ic he ritage wou ld  g ive up her 
social status by gett ing  p regnant and then k i l l  herself and her ch i ld .  Each 
twist of the knot is i mag inative but rooted in the real i t ies of h u man h istory .  
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We know that on ly one or maybe none of the " reso lut ions"  g iven actual ly 
motivated th is  personal  act ,  but we also know that each resolut ion is 
poss ib le and co u l d  have mot ivated this or  a s im i la r  act by a s im i la r  
woman. 
L ink ing myth and real ity, K ingston can identify the words at ou r  
backs-the words that motivate ou r  act ions-and the  very tel l i ng of  he r  
vers ion o f  ou r  sto ry offe rs us other  cho ices , other patte rns . She prov ides 
the words part icu lar  to her  fami ly as a def i n i t ion of sel f ,  those particu lar  
to her  ethn ic  he ritage as the i nescapab le  "other"  demands of  commun ity, 
the p lot inc idents part icu lar  to her female gender as the social impact of 
belong ing  to two patr iarcha l  societ ies ,  and the seem ing ly contradictory 
demands of her  Ame rican context and her  Ch inese commun ity as twists 
in an unend ing  knot which her narrato r must unwind to know the "whole 
story"  of who she is and thus to escape madness . " 'The d i fference 
between mad people and sane peop le , '  B rave O rch id  exp la ins to her  
ch i l d ren ,  ' i s  that sane people have variety when they tal k-sto ry. Mad 
people have on ly one sto ry that they ta lk over  and over." , 1 3  By shar i ng 
her  complex sk i l l s  as a meronymic sto ryte l le r, K ingston is  offe ri ng her  
reader  the  variety wh ich  keeps us sane ,  f ree ing  us  f rom a dominant 
d iscourse which conv inc i ng ly descr ibes the i nevitab le tragedy of ou r  
death bu t  fa i l s  to  re-m ind us o f  the s imu ltaneous r ichness o f  each moment 
of our  l ives . 
With her  complex knot-maki ng ab i l ity, K ingston reveals that we 
too must fo l low the twists of ou r  own l ives th rough fam i ly ,  commun ity, and 
social ve rs ions and know i n  ou r own se lves the order we can ach ieve , the 
work of art we can c reate by construct ing  our own sto ry from i ts many 
components . When reject i ng  any of the components means sacrif ic i ng  
parts o f  the  se l f ,  i s  not  the meronymic perspective , the both/and ,  a way 
to start eva luat i ng and appreciat i ng  what we have received from each 
source and select i ng  which of the i r  i mag ined l ives we want to inc lude in 
our self-portrait? When the novel is  made new th roug h  fresh perspec­
t ives, when the sto ry balances persona l ,  h istorica l ,  and mythic truths ;  
then the "storyl ine "  can be spread out ,  u n-knotted , o r  looped to reveal the 
s imu ltaneous real i t ies of many cu ltu res ,  many t imes , and many p laces as 
they repeat the "absol ute truth" of myth in th is  cu l tu re ,  th is  t ime,  th is 
p lace.  
"There is on ly the eterna l  p resent ,  and b io logy , "  K ingston's 
narrator exp la ins  to her  mother  as she takes on the ro le of sto ryte l l e r, and 
"We be long to the p lant now, Mama.  Does it make sense to you that if 
we're no longer  attached to one p iece of land , we be long to the p lanet? 
Wherever we happen to be stand i ng ,  why, that spot be longs to us  as 
much as any other spot . , , 1 4  Tel l i ng  the "whole sto ry" from a meronymic 
perspective , an encompass ing v is ion wh ich expands ou r  def i n it ions of  
se l f ,  fami ly ,  commun ity, and society , is  essent ia l  i n  our  contemporary 
"world v i l lage" i n  which we too " be long to the p lanet . "  K ingston rem inds 
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us that the h u man imag i nat ion is capable  of such stretch i ng-is f ree of the 
bou ndaries which separate us i n  th is  t ime and p lace because there ,  as St. 
August ine expla ined long ago, " [t] he p resent of th ings past i s  the memory ,  
the p resent of  p resent th ings is d i rect percept ion ;  and the present of  futu re 
th ings  is expectat io n . , , 1 5  
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From Scholars h i p  G i rls  to Scholarsh i p  Women : 
S u rvivi n g  the Contrad i ct ions of C l ass and Race 
i n  Academe 
G l oria H .  Cucidraz 
Arizona State Univers ity West 
Jenn ifer L. Pierce 
Univers ity of Minnesota 
This article explores the dilemmas graduate educa­
tion poses for women of working-class origin who come from 
different ethnic and racial backgrounds. It proceeds in a 
chronological narrative using examples from the authors' 
personal experiences to make general points about how the 
intricate web of class, race, and gender relations shaped their 
experiences in higher education. Both women-Cucidraz, a 
Chicana, and Pierce, a white woman-struggle with the feel­
ings of alienation and marginality as outsiders within the 
academy as well as their material needs for financial support .  
Their personal narratives reveal, a s  well, how race shapes 
their experiences in the academy. Racism renders Cuadraz' 
class status visible, whereas "whiteness" masks Pierce's 
background.  F inal ly, the authors sh ift the i r  focus from an 
examination of the structures which shaped their lives to an 
exploration of their attempts to find their own voices in aca­
demic work, and to resist the very structures which excluded 
their experiences as women from working-class backgrounds. 
Introduction 
The term scholarsh ip  student 1 descr ibes an i nd iv idua l  from 
worki ng-c lass or ig ins  who experience soc ia l  and economic mobi l ity i nto 
the m idd le  c lasses, largely because of h is  or her academic exce l lence 
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and ach ievements . Mob i l i ty, however, is not without its pr ice,  as these 
i nd iv idua ls experience a mala ise which pe rmeates da i ly  I ife .2 In th is  
art ic le ,  we appropriate the concept of  the scholarsh ip  student to descr ibe 
our personal  experiences as wh ite and Ch icana worki ng-class women i n  
g raduate schoo l .  A s  "scho larsh ip  g i rls , "  w e  have experienced the mobi l ity 
prom ised by a t rajectory of academic ach ievements , but we also own the 
u neas iness attr ibuted to that path .  In  do ing so ,  we have become keen ly  
aware that our  t rajectory from scholarsh ip  g i rls  to  "scholarsh i p  women "  
has been and cont i n ues t o  b e  laden with tens ions produced b y  t h e  very 
structu res which have shaped o u r  experiences. Moreover ,  as a woman 
of co lor  and a wh ite worki ng-c lass woman , we face these tens ions from 
d i fferent re lat iona l  pos i t ions to the exist ing confi gu rat ions of power and 
privi lege .3 
The v ignettes presented i n  th is  a rtic le are meant not o n ly to 
descr ibe the paths that we took, but to h igh l i ght our negot iat ions with the 
issues we confront as women of work ing-c lass ori g i n  who now occupy a 
space with i n  the academy.  I t  i s  a we l l -documented fact that the American 
p rofessorate d raws predomi nant ly from ind iv iduals of the we l l -educated , 
wh ite P rotestant ,  and m idd le  c lasses. 4D iscuss ing the inst i tut iona l ization  
o f  pr iv i lege ,  Baca Z inn  et a I . ,  have noted , " I nstitut ions are organ ized to  
fac i l i tate wh ite m idd le  c lass men 's  smooth entry i nto and mob i l ity i n  
posit ions o f  power5 . These men establ i sh  c riter ia fo r  the entry of others 
into s im i lar  pos i t ions ,  def i n i ng  success ,  the ward system , the d i st r ibut ion 
of  resources,  and i nst itut iona l  goa ls and p riorit ies in  a way that  perpetu ­
ates power. " The  academ ic i nst i tut ion and  its preva i l i ng  cu ltu re are not 
except ions to this characte rizat ion . Depend ing  on whose i nte rp retat ion  
one adheres to ,  the academic cu l tu re may be dep icted as one ru led by the 
pr inc ip le of me rit ,  academic f reedom,  and profess ional  autonomy,6 o r  as 
Adams has suggested , "the P rofess ion"  is  essent ia l ly a " men 's  c lub "  that 
is h ie rarch ical and patr iarcha l  in its structure ,  "terrorist ic and m i l itar ist ic , "  
"d ictator ia l , "  as " ri g i d .  , , 7 
I n  th is  a rt ic le ,  we beg in  by describ ing  who we were when we f i rst 
arr ived in the sociology department at the U n ive rs ity of Cal ifo rn ia ,  
Berke ley i n  the early 1 980s. The remainder of  the art ic le p roceeds i n  a 
chrono log ical narrative us ing  examples f rom our  exper iences to make 
general pO i nts about how the in tricate web of c lass ,  race,  and gender  
re lat ions shaped ou r  experiences i n  h igher  educat ion .  The f i rst sect ion 
of  the pape r exami nes ou r  po int  of  entry i nto the g raduate p rogram as 
"scholarsh ip  g i rls . "  Though we share worki ng-c lass orig ins ,  we descr ibe 
as we l l  the i mportant d iffe rences i n  our racia l  and eth n ic  backg rounds .  
L ike many Ch icanas, G lor ia g rew up i n  an ag ricu l tura l  area of  Cal iforn ia ;  
whe reas Jenn ifer came from a decl i n i ng  i ndustr ial town i n  the South­
west . 8 We show how both the s im i la rity and the d i fference i n  ou r  c lass 
and rac ia l ized9 pos i t ions shaped our experiences when we f i rst entered 
g raduate schoo l .  The fo l lowing  sect ion exp lores our  pers istence th rough  
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the midd le years-post-M .A .  and pre-d issertat io n .  Us ing  the concept 
"end u rance labor , "  we cons ider  the means we employed to get through 
these years i n  the face of l im ited i nst itut iona l  forms of support .  The th i rd 
section ,  "Lift i ng  as We C l imb,"  descr ibes ou r  exper iences du ring our  f ina l  
years i n  the g raduate prog ram when we we re complet ing  our  d isserta­
t ions .  Here ,  ou r  focus sh ifts f rom an  examinat ion of the structures which 
shaped our  l ives to our attempts to f ind our voices i n  our academic work 
and res ist the very structu res wh ich exc luded o u r  experiences. F ina l ly ,  
we add ress the contradict ions we cont i nue  to face as women of working­
c lass or ig in  i n  the academy. 
Point of Entry-Sc holars h i p  G i rls  
Gloria: 
As the daughte r of a farm laborer and a mother  whose work 
revo lved around the home and rais i ng  e ight ch i l d re n ,  I g rew up in  a 
n u rtu ri ng ,  noisy,  and l ive ly env i ronment .  Or ig ina l ly  f rom the smal l ,  agr i ­
cu l tura l  town of B rawley i n  the I m peria l  Val ley of Cal ifo rn ia ,  I was the s ixth 
bo rn of my s ib l i ngs .  My t rajecto ry as a "scho larsh ip  g i r l" began ve ry early 
i n  my schoo l i ng .  I was often ident i f ied as the "teacher's pet" and selected 
to he lp  others with schoolwork. Between  fam i ly l i fe and school days , I 
rece ived a tremendous amount of pos it ive re inforcement from my par­
ents,  teachers ,  s ib l i ngs ,  fr iends ,  and ne ighbo rs .  Hence,  i n  do ing wel l ,  I 
expe r ienced a col lective sense of ownersh ip  and p ride i n  my ach ieve­
ments. 
Yet , I a lso received double messages f rom my parents about my 
ach ievements and the i r expectat ions for me as a Mexican woman . On 
one hand , I was encouraged to excel i n  school ; on  the other  hand , I was 
told that if I left home for my h igher  educat ion ,  I faced the poss ib i l ity of 
be ing d isowned . For two years fo l low ing  my h i gh  school g raduat ion ,  I 
en ro l led at the local commun ity co l lege ,  taki ng  a lmost doub le the numbe r 
of un its requ i red . I used the t ime to demonst rate to my parents that I was 
ser ious about attend ing  a un ive rs ity away from home ,  and when the letter 
of acceptance from UC Santa C ruz arrived ,  my s ib l i ngs joyously cel­
ebrated with me and ral l ied my pare nts to permit  me to leave home. By 
the m idd le  of the summer ,  they re l uctant ly but p roud ly g ranted the i r 
approva l .  
My underg raduate years were t ru ly  a specia l  t ime for  me.  Largely 
th rough  the core and my socio logy cou rses,  I underwent a pol i t ic izat ion 
p rocess that fed my des i re to make connect ions out of my l ived expe ri­
ence .  I had countless quest ions and pu rsued them with a pass ion . I 
d iscovered socio logy because I wanted to understand the "c lass smel ls" 
of my ch i ldhood-the easts ide sme l l  of canta loupes and on ions that 
pe rmeated our  ne ighborhoods borderi ng  the packing  shed , to the smel l  
of  ch lorine reek ing f rom the poo ls of  the wests ide of  town where the 
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"gabachos" l i ved .  I had entered U n ivers ity of Ca l iforn ia ,  Santa Cruz as a 
po l ite Mexican American , the "po l ite t im id ity" Moraga in t imates is " k i l l i ng  
us , , , 1 0  and  left as  a Ch icana,  determi ned to  ut i l ize ed ucat ion as  a way of 
mak ing a d iffe rence.  
What I d i d  not real ize was that the emphasis p laced on  i nte rper­
sonal  re lat ionsh ips and the co l leg ia l ity with facu lty , adm in ist rato rs , and 
co l lege staff was an emphasis un ique to the Santa C ruz campus .  
Moreover, the special  focus on students o f  co lo r  and the foste ri ng  o f  a 
mu lt icu l tu ra l  envi ron ment was especia l ly  d ist i nctive about Oakes Col ­
lege . 1 1  I had become accustomed to a sense of com m u n ity and a 
n u rt u ring  educat ional  env i ron ment .  Coffee breaks with facu lty and staff 
were a da i ly  part of l i fe .  It was common pract ice for facu lty to leave the i r  
doors ope n ,  i nvit i ng students to  come i n  and ta lk .  
I arrived at U n ivers ity of Cal ifo rn ia ,  Berke ley with expectat ions 
that g raduate school  wou ld  far exceed my u nderg raduate experience.  I 
was to be p roven completely amiss i n  my expectat ions .  When I arr ived on  
the fourth f loor  o f  the Barrows Ha l l  a t  Berke ley, I was phys ica l ly  struck by 
the fact that every s ing le  door was c losed . And they remained that way. 
I remember aski ng  myse lf ,  " I s  th is  a soci% gydepartment?"  I t  wou ld  o n ly 
be a matter of a few months before I wou ld  personal ly label  the fou rth f loor  
as "the morgue"-because to me ,  that is what it was , a f loor  with two 
ha l lways and a row of coff ins  on each s ide .  (By the t ime I left , I d i d  not feel  
a l l  that d iffe rently) . In any case ,  on my f i rst v is it to the department ,  I wal ked 
to the end of one of these long ha l lways to the off ice of the g rad uate 
secretary (who is  no longer  there) . I handed her a set of papers .  She 
looked at  me and her  f i rst comments were ,  "We l l ,  we don 't e l im i nate you 
here ,  you e l im i nate you rse l f . " Those words were my welcome to the 
Department of  Socio logy. I wa lked out of  the off ice knowi ng  th is  was go ing 
to be d ifferent . 1 2  
And d iffe rent does not beg i n  to descr ibe i t .  Because I was the 
on ly  domestic pe rson of  co lor (male or  female) en ro l led i n  my cohort of 
e ighteen students , I i n it ia l ly  understood the tens ions I exper ienced as 
rac ia l .  In actua l ity, i t was the convergence of race ,  gender ,  and c lass 
d iffe rences between myself and my peers ,  as we l l  as my lack of " f i t "  wi th 
the preva i l i ng  department cu l ture that produced my sense of a l ienati on .  
I t  was i n  g rad uate school I f i rst became fam i l iar  with t he  existence of 
p rivate board i ng  schoo ls ,  the seven s isters schoo ls ,  and the ivy leag ue .  
They wou ld  be the ones who set  the tone and demarcate the cu l tura l  
scr ipt .  
Because of perceived and actual  d iffe rences between myself 
and my pee rs ,  I developed few friendsh ips with wh ites .  In the custom 
H u rtado depicted , my re lat ional posit ion to wh ite men and women was 
d ist i nct. 1 3 The wh ite men d id  not have a c lue as to how to re late to me; 
because my personal  sty le was not aggressive and argumentat ive ,  and 
I refused to engage i n  m i nd less , semant ical  chest-beati n g ,  I was not 
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sought out as a "contend ing force . "  It was my f riendsh ips with two 
advanced g raduate students-a midd le-class Jewish  woman and a 
worki ng-c lass Ch icana-who i n it ia l ly decoded many of the cu l tural and 
pol it ical subt let ies fo r me.  Eventual ly ,  I became part of a g roup  of Ch icana 
g raduate students who came together ac ross the d isc ip l i nes .  Although ,  
a t  t imes,  t h i s  g roup also proved to  be  a source o f  stra i n ,  i t sustained me 
th rough these early years . 1 4  
As for my wh ite female cou nterparts , the l itt le exper ience I d id  
have wi th  them,  largely i n  the context of  seminars, on ly  reaff i rmed my 
fee l i ngs of  d iffe rence. Wh i le  I o ri g i na l ly saw them as rac ial/cu l tural 
d i fferences , I eventual ly recogn ized them as d iffe rences confounded by 
the s imu ltaneity of race,  c lass , and gender .  L i ke the majo rity of men , 
these women appeared to be qu ite comfortab le with i n  the cu l ture of the 
department.  
I remember maki ng several fut i le attempts to get to know the 
wh ite women i n  the department .  On these occas ions my p resence was 
g reeted with a ve ry s loppi ly h idden and uncomfo rtable s u rp rise-the k ind 
of g reet ing  one gets when one has not attended c h u rch i n  a long t ime.  I t  
became obvious to me i n  the cou rse of these gathe ri ngs that the i r  
fr iendsh ips and  networks were f i rmly estab l ished and that the i r  i nterest i n  
i nc l ud i ng  me wou l d ,  a t  best, be  what Uttal has  refe rred to as  " i nc lus ion 
wi thout  i nf l uence , , 1 5  i n  captur ing the conti nu i ng  token ism of women of 
color by wh ite women .  So I walked away from such encounters with a 
strong sense that the potent ia l  to estab l i sh  networks with "s isters" i n  the 
department s i mply did not exist .  
At the same t ime ,  I was sens it ively att uned to the percept ions of 
others ( i nc lud ing  facu lty) and knew that the respons i b i l ity for my a l ienated 
status wou ld rest upon my shou lders .  I wou ld  be known as the a l ienated 
one-I was the "m inority" who kept to herself and d id  not i nteg rate i nto the 
co l leg ial dynamics of the department .  The other  i rony here ,  of cou rse,  is  
that th roughout my educational t rajectory I had been centra l ly  i nvolved i n  
t he  cu l ture o f  academic and  student l i fe . What the n ,  was so d ifferent at 
th is  stage? One poss ib le  answer is that ,  d rawing from P ie rre Bou rd ieu 1 6 , 
my "cu l tura l  capital "-the attr ibutes ,  possess ions , o r  q ual i t ies I b rought 
with me to the academy-was i ncong ruent with that valued by the 
academic worl d .  Al l  the qua l i t ies that had u p  u nt i l  th is po int  been suff ic ient 
and even regarded , were sudden ly i n  f ierce conf l i ct with the dominant 
cu l tu ra l  capital .  The stakes were h igher; to attai n  the status of writer or 
scho lar  is  powerfu l  in the tech nocrat ic ,  i nformat ion society we l ive i n .  
Mo reover, t h e  appropriat ion o f  t h e  structu res o f  p riv i lege affo rded b y  the 
rep rod uct ion of cu l tura l  capita l ,  wh ich b rought othe rs to the same loca­
t io n ,  were struc tures I had survived but d id not necessar i ly  "own" i n  the 
same way. 1 7U n l i ke these students , I was the benef ic iary of the contra­
d ict ions of an educationa l  system set up to a l low on ly  a few to enter .  
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M uch late r ,  at a po int  when I had constructed and so l i d if ied the 
leg i t imacy of  my own val ues , d id  I real ize that I too had entered wi th 
e rroneous assumpt ions about others and about socio logy.  I had entered 
sociology presum ing  othe rs who did so cared passionate ly about i njus­
t ice , about h u man bei ngs ,  about chang ing the state of  the wor ld  we l ived 
i n .  I nstead , I found  that the cu ltu re I had entered operated on d iffe rent 
val ues and fundamenta l ly  d ifferent ru les.  I learned to expect not to be 
asked quest ions about who I was and/or where I was from (quest ions 
commonly asked in worki ng-c lass cu ltu re) , but rather  "What school  d i d  
you  g raduate from?"; "Whom have you worked fo r?"; "What g ives you 
specia l  status ( i f  any) i n  the department-in other words ,  who do  you 
know, what are you r  profess ional  connections and what k ind of fe l lowsh ip  
o r  reward b rought  you here?" Quest ions asked by  pee rs were basical ly 
geared toward determ in i ng  one 's cu l tural capital . I t  was not long befo re 
I s lowly d rifted to s i l ence to "cla im my educat ion . ', 1 8  I found  myself 
l i sten ing  to learn-to absorb, to d igest and to internal ize the fore i gn  
cu ltu re I was immersed i n .  Eventual ly I d id .  Wh i l e  my  s i lence m ight have 
been perceived as d is i nte rest,  s i lence for me became a mode of se lf­
p rese rvat ion . 
It was my val ue system surround ing  sociology that c lashed most 
f ie rcely with the i nd iv idua ls I encountered as my peers . In a cou rse on 
"Socia l  Change and New Nat ions ,"  I recal l  the painfu l  absence of certa i n  
k inds o f  questions .  G raduate students rare ly expressed conce rn about 
h u man l ives , about how people su rvived l iv ing condit ions in poor and 
deve lop ing countr ies .  The i r  concern was with theory-and only with 
theory .  I was amazed at how eas i ly  they d ismissed , o r  more accu rate ly ,  
how eas i ly they ignored the h u man e lement i n  our  weekly d iscuss ion .  
I f  there was a human e lement in  g raduate schoo l , i t  d isp layed 
itself i n  the natu re of personal  compla i nts . One of my i n it ia l  observat ions 
about  the cu l ture of the department-one that I remain d isdainfu l about  
to th is  day-was the a l l  too common pract ice of  i ncessant g raduate 
student compla i n i n g .  "The department doesn't seem to care about me ."  
"Professors don ' t  pay enough attent ion to me." How cou ld I te l l  them I was 
g ratefu l  to be there? How cou ld I share with them that I felt fortunate? For 
me ,  compla in i ng  meant fo rgett i ng  the Ch icanos and Ch icanas f ro m  my 
ch i l dhood whose academic ach ievements had resu lted i n  s im i l a r  oppor­
tun it ies . How cou ld I explai n that back home my ach ievements we re 
be ing watched-with imp l icat ions for others ,  part icu lar ly othe r  Ch icanas? 
That my success was t ied to feed ing a hope-a hope that those of us 
raised in the barrio have seen d iss ipate among fam i ly ,  f r iends and 
ne ighbors?  How cou ld I share with them the facts that I felt a respons ib i l ity 
to others bes ides myself? Such an ob l igat ion was s i mply not part of the 
g rad uate student m i l i eu .  Ne i ther  the i r language nor the ir  "moral  fab ric" 
made a l lowances for such backg round noise.  
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Jennifer: 
I n  contrast to G lor ia 's ch i ldhood i n  the ag ricu ltu ra l  cente r of 
Cal iforn ia ,  I g rew up  i n  a decl i n i ng  i nd ustria l  town at the base of the Rocky 
Mountains i n  southern Co lorado. I n  the m id - 1 970s , the local stee l  m i l l  
shut down from fu l l  to  one-th1 rd capacity, layi ng  off thousands o f  steel 
workers , affect ing  not only the workers and the i r  immed iate fami l ies ,  but 
bus i nesses , schoo ls ,  and chu rches which susta ined the web of social l ife 
in th is predominantly wo rki ng-c lass commun ity. The dec l i ne of the 
manufactur ing secto r both local ly and nat iona l ly meant there were no 
equ ivalent manufacturi n g  jobs to rep lace those which had been lost. 
Throughout the 1 970s u nemployment was h i g h .  
I n  t h i s  soc ia l  a n d  h isto rical context ,  a n d  a s  t h e  o ldest s ib l i ng  i n  my 
fam i ly ,  I had been i nst i l led f rom an early age with a st rong working-class 
work ethic and a sense of p ride in a job ,  any job ,  we l l -done .  My father 
taught me that whatever I d id  i n  l i fe-whether  it was d igg i ng  d itches or  
c lean ing toi lets-it was important to do the very best. "Whatever you do , "  
he wou ld say ,  "you  will knowyou d id  you r  ve ry best. No  one can take that 
away from you . "  Th is  work eth ic  comb ined with my fami ly's sense of 
respons ib i l i ty to immediate ne ighbors and commun ity. We not on ly 
considered ourse lves respons ib le  for our fam i ly ,  but to other people i n  the 
ne ighborhood and i n  the larger  commun ity. These be l iefs strong ly 
colo red my early schoo l i ng  and late r entry to co l lege as a "scholarsh ip 
g i rl . "  
L ike many worki ng-c lass students ,  U n ivers ity o f  Cal ifo rn ia ,  Ber­
keley was the g raduate program I app l ied to-part ly the resu l t  of my 
f i nancial  s i tuat ion and the locat ion of the u n ive rs ity i tself ,  but also 
because I s i mply did not know any better.  No one had suggested that I 
apply to more than one program.  When I f i rst ente red the g rad uate 
program, I had ve ry low expectat ions about the department 's facu lty 
members .  As an u nderg raduate,  my teach ing  assistants who we re 
sociology g raduate students warned me about the benevolent att i tude of 
neg lect most facu lty members he ld toward students , and about the 
structure less natu re of the p rogram itse l f .  " It is  the g rad uate students who 
wi l l  help you get t h roug h , "  they to ld me, "not the p rofessors . "  However, 
the majority of the g raduate students we re ve ry d iffe rent from me.  As a 
worki ng-c lass wh ite woman ,  I d iscove red early on  that I d id  not f it i nto the 
cu l tu re of the academy.  Qu ite s imply ,  I d id  not speak the language.  
Although I had always done wel l  i n  schoo l ,  my academic accompl ish­
ments as an underg raduate d id  not  prepare me for my entry i nto 
academe. As I was to learn , I s i mply d id  not possess the "cu ltu ra l  capita l "  
that g rad uate students f rom more p riv i leged backg rou nds took for  
g ranted . 1 9  
Most of my f i rst year i n  school , I said very l itt le  i n  seminars . I 
l i stened . And what I heard was a language and a sty le that I was 
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unaccustomed to us ing .  When I thought  a part icu lar  book was bad , I 
descri bed it that way . Those educated i n  the Ivy Leag ue who he ld s im i la r  
v iews tal ked about how "the author made problematic assu mpt ions . . .  " 
The i r  assessments were coo l ,  aloof, and seeming ly "object ive . "  I fe lt  
a l ienated and i nt im idated by such d iscuss ions .  My responses to read i ng  
felt m uch more passionate and  persona l .  I d i d  not understand how they 
cou ld  be so detached f rom what they read . Were they not i nte rested i n  
how socio log ical theory appl ied to  t he  real wor ld?20 
When I f ina l ly  began to speak, at the end of my f i rst year, I found 
myself  be ing "co rrected " by other  g raduate students . For example ,  i n  one 
seminar  on the soc io logy of  cu l ture ,  we read Theodor Adorno and M ax 
Horkhe imer's book, The Dialectic of Enlightenment.2 1  I pass ionately 
c ri t ic ized Adorno,  argu i ng  that his theory left no room for the act of 
res istance . "He  assu mes that the masses are stupid and uncrit ical , "  I 
angri ly  concluded . My response to the book was not pu rely i ntel lectua l , 
but persona l .  I reacted agai nst what I felt to be the ignorance and e l i t i sm 
of  " h i g hfal ut i n "  theo ries about the worki ng-c lass. Another  g raduate 
student ,  a male from Harvard , i nte rrupted me: "As Jenn ifer has po i nted 
out, the Frankfurt School does not adeq uately theorize the p rob lem of 
h u man agency . "  As he cont i nued to lead the d iscussion to anothe r  top ic ,  
a top ic ref lect ing h is own i nte rest and expert ise ,  I sat du mbfounded ,  
th ink ing ,  "The prob lem of  human agency! What happened to  the peop le? 
Doesn ' t  anyone care about real peop le?"  
Later, i n  the same seminar ,  he i nterrupted me again ,  by reph ras­
i ng  another cr it ic ism I had made of the book. Th is t ime I did not sit by 
passively, but sa id ,  " Do you rea l ize that th is  is  the second t i me you have 
i nterrupted me?" Then I let go of my anger  with fu l l  fo rce : "Don 't i nterrupt 
me aga in .  And don' t  you ever te l l  me what I said-I said what I sai d .  Th is  
is  my c rit ic ism.  Speak for you rself ! "  The c lass room became s i l ent-a 
long ,  embarrassed s i lence.  U nwitt i ng ly ,  I had broken an academic  norm 
by showing  strong emot ion i n  an i nte l l ectual  d iscuss ion .  And ,  i n  fact , I was 
told later by the professor,  a professed left ist ,  that I had been "too hard "  
on  th is  g raduate student .  He added that he was d isappointed i n  m e  
because I had d is rupted the d iscuss ion a n d  made people feel u ncomfort­
ab le .  "What about my feel i ngs?"  I wanted to say. "What about the fact that 
every comment I have made i n  th is  seminar  has been ignored or  
overlooked? "  But I sa id noth i ng .  At the t ime ,  I was u nable to fu l ly art icu late 
the nature of the p rob lem I encountered . 
Late r that spri ng ,  i n  a g rad uate student women's g roup ,  a g roup 
of  wh ite women ,  we d iscussed the ways our  ma le  col leagues d iscounted 
and d iscred ited ou r  contr ibut ions to seminars .  Several observed that men 
typical ly i nterrupted women or  restated women's ideas as if they were 
the i r  own . Although th is  gave me some i ns ight  i nto my own experience,  
I sti l l  had a nagg ing  doubt about the accu racy of the crit ic ism.  Many of 
these women who compla ined about be ing i nterrupted by men , con-
28 
Cucidraz and Pierce-Scholarship Girls to Scholarship Women 
stantly i nterrupted me.  When I made th is  observat ion ,  I was met by a f l u rry 
of cr i t ic ism:  "You can 't be much of a fem i n ist if you are so quick to criticize 
other  women . "  " Fem in ists are supposed to support other  wome n . "  Wh i le  
it was t rue that some of  the women d id  s upport me and late r became close 
fr iends ,  I st i l l  had l i nger ing doubts about the others .  
These other women ,  who  were often from the  Ivy Leag ue ,  d id  not 
seem all that d iffe rent from the "Harvard wh ite male . "  They spoke with a 
se lf-assurance and ,  at t imes,  arrogance . They assumed they wou ld  be 
taken ser iously and they appeared to be comfo rtable us ing  what I 
considered to be the " male academic styl e , "  that i s ,  "a way of stand i n g ,  
or  s i tt i ng ,  or  t i l t i ng  one's head a n d  say ing  i n  a doubtfu l  yet ser ious tone,  
'We don 't know. The data are not i n  yet '  . . .  "22 I began to real ize that gender 
exp la i ned on ly a part of my u neas iness and d iscomfort .  A l though we 
shared s im i la r  expe riences as women ,  there we re d iffe rences among 
us-class d iffe rences . And what I saw in the i r  att i tude of conf idence and 
se lf-assurance was a c lass p riv i lege-one that they were u nwi l l i n g  to 
acknowledge .  
What I began to learn f rom these experiences was that i n  
enteri ng  the  academy I not on ly encou nte red a male-domi nated world , 
but an upper-m idd le-class m i l i eu .  My expe rience as a white work ing­
c lass woman i n  g raduate schoo l  cou ld  not on ly  be u nderstood i n  terms of 
my gender ,  but i n  context of race,  c lass,  and gender .  Wh ite women from 
the appropr iate c lass backg round had less d iff icu lty than I d id under­
stand i ng  the norms of academic d iscou rse .  Th is  lesson cont i nued to p lay 
itself out not on ly  i n  semi nars and student meet ings ,  but  i n  my very 
mate rial needs fo r f i nanc ia l  support .  
G lo ria and I f i rst got to  know one another  wh i le  worki ng  at 
U n ive rs ity of Cal i forn ia ,  Berke ley's S u rvey Research Center .  The pay for 
th is  job was m i n i ma l ,  the hours ,  long-we wo rked weekdays as we l l  as 
weekends-and the work, bori n g  and monotonous .  In reca l l i ng  th is 
i nc ident recent ly ,  we both laug hed about how awfu l  the job had been .  
Du ri ng  e ight -hour  sh ifts , we  we re s i m u ltaneous ly p l ugged i nto a com­
pute r te rm ina l  and a te lephone headset so that we could i nterview 
peop le over the phone wh i le  typ i n g  the i r  responses on the keyboard . We 
were not even ab le to stand up and st retch wh i l e  "p l ugged i n "  because 
the headset cords we re too short .  P roduct ivity was measu red by o u r  
response rates ,  that i s ,  t h e  percentage o f  peop le  w e  were a b l e  to 
conv i nce to part ic i pate in the s u rvey. (Those i nte rv iewers with low 
response rates d id not last at the "su rvey facto ry . " )  To add to th is  facto ry­
l i ke env i ronment ,  ou r  superv isor ,  much l i ke a qua l ity contro l  expe rt ,  
" l i stened i n "  on  ou r  phone conve rsat ions to ensure that ou r  i nterviews 
were performed in p recise ly the same way . And f ina l ly ,  G loria, the token 
Ch icana on the project, was expected to translate interviews i nto Span ish 
for Spanish-speaking respondents-an add it ional ,  h igh ly sk i l led task for 
which she was not paid a h igher  hourly wage .  Suffice it to say, we d id  not 
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have much control over the labor process .23 
Supposed ly,  both of us had taken the job to get experience dO ing  
su rvey research .  However, i n  retrospect , we have acknowledged that we 
had a lso taken th is  job because we despe rate ly needed the money.  
Nei ther of us can recal l  a t ime i n  g rad uate school  when we were not 
worr ied about money.  Every year I scrambled to get a teach ing  ass istant­
sh ip  for the fo l lowing  year. And every spri ng ,  I worried about what k ind  of 
job or  jobs I could p iece together  fo r the summer .  The type of work d i d  not 
matter as much as the fact that I somehow managed to get a job-for 
without one ,  I cou ld  not pay rent ,  much less tu i t ion .  
I v iv id ly remember s itti ng  i n  a g raduate sem inar  one spri n g  
quarte r l i sten ing  t o  Professor X w h o  advised u s ,  i n  t h e  cou rse o f  h is 
d iscuss ion ,  that we shou ld a l l  be read ing  books f rom h is  read i ng  l ist 
d u ri ng  our  summer vacat ion ,  assum ing  of cou rse,  that we a l l  had the 
summer  off to do noth i ng  but read . I al ready knew what I wou ld  be do ing  
that summer-I had l i ned up a paralegal job with a law f i rm i n  San 
F rancisco.  And ,  I knew that I wou ld  be work ing 40-50 hours a week at  the  
law f i rm ,  j ust as  I had the  previous summer .  Nevertheless , I u nwitt i ng ly 
took h i s  suggest ion to heart .  
When I came home at n ight from my job i n  the summer ,  I was too 
t i red to read , too t i red to th i nk, too t i red to do much of anyth ing  but f lop 
down i n  f ront of  the televis ion .  But what made th is  summer d ifferent is  that 
every t ime I sat down i n  front of the TV, I fe lt  gu i lty about not do ing  my 
academic work. I tr ied to rat ional ize my behavior-I was too busy, I was 
worki ng  fu l l -t ime ,  I j ust d idn 't have the t ime-but I kept hear i ng  P rofessor 
X's voice i n  the back of my head . Fu rthermore ,  I knew that some of my 
g raduate student col leagues who did not have to work were i n  read i n g  
g roups over t h e  summer.  A s  a consequence,  i n  addit ion t o  the g u i lt I 
expe rienced , I felt angry and resentfu l  that they had the lUxury of spend ing  
the i r  summers i n  th is  way and  I d id  not. 
The fo l lowi ng fal l ,  I met again with P rofessor X .  He joki n g ly 
ch ided me for not do ing my summer read i ng .  I exp la i ned that I had wo rked 
fu l l - t i me d u ri ng  the summer.  "Why d id  you work fu l l -t ime?"  he asked , 
s i ncere ly puzzled by th is  seeming ly anomalous behavior .  Somewhat 
defens ively,  I expla i ned that I needed to work to make money for tu it io n .  
An  e mbarrassed s i lence fo l lowed . He eventual ly changed t h e  subject 
and the issue was d ropped . But at the t ime ,  I too felt embarrassed ,  partly 
because h is  quest ion made me feel "d iffe rent" because I hadto work and 
part ly because h is  assumpt ions about my backg round rendered my 
expe rience as a wh ite worki ng-c lass woman invisible. Although I had 
beg un to art icu late the reasons fo r my fee l i ngs of marg i na l ity and 
a l ienat ion as a wo rki ng-c lass woman i n  the academy, expe riences such 
as th is  fo rced me to real ize why it was so d iff icu lt to do so.  When my 
expe riences we re brought to l i ght ,  they were t reated not on ly as if they 
were inv is ib le ,  but as if they were someth ing  taboo , someth i ng  to be 
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s i lenced . 
The M id d l e  Years-Endurance Labor 
In sp ite of o u r fee l i ngs  of d iscomfort and a l ienat ion ,  we cont in ued 
to p lod through the g raduate p rogram. We self-consc ious ly chose the 
word "p lod" not only to captu re our fee l i ng-it felt l i ke we we re p lodd i ng­
but because ne i ther  of us was ever labeled a "star" g raduate student ,  
mean ing  a student who rece ived tang ib le  awards such as un ive rs ity 
fe l lowsh ips or in tang ib le  ones such as attent ion of facu lty members .  
G lo ria termed ou r  abi l ity to  pers ist despite the odds-five out  of every ten 
entering g raduate students d rop out-"end u rance labor. , ,24 By th is ,  she 
meant the re lent less d rive to persist ,  i n  sp ite of  adve rs ity, and many t imes,  
because of  adversity. 
Endurance labor contrasts with P ie rre Bourd ieu 's  concept of 
cu ltu ral capital .25 Cu l tu ra l  capital is  avai lab le to and t ransm itted by those 
who have control over l i ngu ist ic and cu ltu ra l  competence in society; in 
other  words ,  the upper c lasses . By contrast , endurance labor ar ises from 
those who have l itt l e  contro l  over these reg imes of powe r, but who c reate , 
nevertheless,  an i nne r  and co l lective strength to strugg le  against the very 
structu res that d isempowe r them.  Thus ,  end u rance labor does not 
reprod uce i nequa l ity, but pushes against these conf igu rat ions of power. 
Jennifer. 
I n  add it ion to its cog n it ive d imens ion ,  end u rance capital also 
conta ins an emotiona l  and more personal d imens ion , that is, the "fanta­
s ies we have about ou rselves to he lp keep us go i n g . , ,26 My fantasies 
revo lved around the promise an academic job he ld-academic f reedom,  
autonomy and the joys of teach i ng .  I loved teach i ng .  I strong ly identif ied 
with the students of color and wh ite students whose backg rounds we re 
s im i lar to my own .  I n  ret rospect, I rea l ize that I gave them the encourage­
ment and n u rtu rance that I d id not receive as a g raduate student .  In turn , 
the i r  enth usiasm and success n u rtured me.  I n  add it ion to the appeal 
teach ing  he ld ,  my expe riences i n  the work world pushed me back i nto the 
academy. Having worked for many years i n  bori ng ,  dead-end ,  8-5 jobs,  
I was wel l  aware of the l im ited autonomy, low pay,  and lack of social 
mean ing  i nherent in such pos i t ions .  Obtai n i ng  a P h . D .  rep resented the 
means of escapi ng  such jobs.  
Such a d ream is hard ly  a midd le-c lass fantasy. M idd le-class 
ch i l d ren expect to gain p rest ige ,  status ,  and social  mean ing  f rom the i r  
jobs/careers ,  whereas worki ng-c lass people often do not. 27 Fantasies 
about escap ing the d rudgery of work are the stuff worki ng-c lass d reams 
are made of. Howeve r, I d id not carry these d reams without ambivalence.  
Becoming upward ly  mobi le  meant ente ri ng  one wor ld and leav ing  an­
othe r  beh i nd .  For  me ,  such a departu re someti mes felt l i ke betrayal .  By 
obtai n i ng  a Ph . D . ,  I not on ly  su rpassed the class backg round  of my 
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parents , but jo ined the ran ks of those who mocked and rejected my c lass 
ori g i ns .28 Not surpris ing ly ,  as soc io log ists R ichard Sennett and Jonathon 
Cobb observe , work ing-c lass men who ente r midd le-class p rofess ions 
never fee l  a part of  the wor ld  they have ente red . I nstead they expe r ience 
a p rofound sense of marg i nal ity. 29 
Despite my personal  fee l i ngs of marg i nal ity and ambiva lence , I 
pers isted . Year after year I app l ied for un ivers ity fel lowsh ips .  And , year 
after  year, I was nominated ,  but d id not actual ly rece ive one. I was 
typ ica l ly an "a lte rnate , "  a des ignat ion which matched my own sense of 
be ing  a lte rnate , being d iffe rent ,  the student at the end of the l i ne  who d id  
no t  make the  f i rst cu t .  By the  t ime  I actua l ly  received a fel lowsh ip-qu ite 
late in my g raduate career-I had learned to shou lder d isappo i ntment 
and reject ion by sustai n i ng  myself  with my own personal d reams and a 
strong sense of anger .  I had come to understand how such dec is ions 
were made.  Our  g raduate prog ram,  l i ke the other  educat ional  i nst i tut ions ,  
though  based on  the ideo logy of  meritocracy, . was by no means 
me ritocrat ic .30 The g raduate students who were awarded fe l lowsh ips 
were typ ical ly those f ro m  the upper-midd le  c lass who attended Ivy 
Leag ue schoo ls .  Fe l lowsh ip  decis ions ,  l i ke most department dec is ions ,  
were based on pol i t ics,  not  on  personal  mer i t .  When my d reams fa i led to 
susta in  me,  my anger suppo rted me.  As B lack  femin ist poet Audre Lorde 
has written ,  "a we l l -stocked arsenal  of anger can be a usefu l  tool aga inst 
the personal and inst i tut iona l  forces which brought it i nto bei n g . , ,3 1  
M y  we l l -stocked arsena l  o f  a n g e r  a n d  m y  d reams cont i nued to 
susta in  me as I s lowly began to ga in  recogn it ion for my academic work. 
I received an award fo r outstand ing  teach ing  as a teach ing assistant the 
same year that I was awarded the G e rtrude Jagger p rize from the 
department of socio logy for a paper I had written for my qua l ify i n g  exams.  
And f i na l ly ,  after many years of  be ing "a l te rnate , "  I received a Regents 
U n iversity Fe l lowsh ip .  Though ve ry late in coming ,  these awards and 
honors he lped to keep me go ing  th rough the s low and labor ious m idd le  
years o f  Berke ley's g raduate p rogram . 
Gloria: 
The Berke ley Socio logy Department is cons idered one of the 
more progress ive departments i n  the country. What is not  asked amidst 
th is  "fo l k  understand i ng "  of i ts p lace i n  the b roader  scheme of th ings i s  
prog ressive by  whose def i n i t ion?  Scholars o f  co lo r  have long ca l led  i nto 
question the Left's def i n i t ion of p rogressive, especia l ly in the l i g ht of the 
Left 's pers istent neg lect of rac ism.32 G iven our  "astute i ns ights " as 
soc io log ists i nto the sources and ram if icat ions of strat i f icat ion i n  society, 
is it p rog ressive to cava l ie rly endorse a "s i nk  or  swim"  pol icy for g raduate 
student retent ion?  Is it p rog ressive to have zero women of co lo r  on the 
facu lty?33 
I am rem inded of the t ime when a g roup of us ,  as Chicanas , got 
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together and decided to meet with the Cha i r  about aff i rmative act ion 
with i n  the department, especia l ly as it pertained to Ch icanos and Ch icanas . 
We were inadvertent ly scolded and accused of "ghetto iz i ng "  ou rse lves i n  
re lat ion to  our  areas and  fo r  worki ng  with the  same facu lty year after year. 
Of cou rse,  our explanat ions about why we inevitably ended up  worki ng 
wi th  the same handfu l of  facu lty went  un heard .  In  fact, s i nce Ch icanos 
and Ch icanas were f i rst admitted i nto the department in the late 1 960s, 
the s ignatures of the same fou r  o r  f ive facu l ty members cont i nued to 
appear on the cover pages of our respective d issertat ions .  I s  it p rogres­
s ive, then , to accuse students of color of ghettoizat ion when the compo­
s it ion of our facu lty ( in ethn ic ,  gender ,  and pol i t ical te rms) is  l im ited in its 
ab i l ity to meet d iffe rent needs? 
Such exper iences taught me that there we re assu mptions about 
who I was that I had no contro l  ove r. I t  became most obvious in re lat ion 
to exchanges about fe l lowsh ips .  As a rec ip ient of a Danforth Fe l lowsh ip ,  
I qu ickly learned not  to  share such i nformat ion when queried and to  avo id 
d iscussions about fe l l owsh ips ,  detect ing  f rom my i nteract ions with my 
peers that at least two ass umpt ions about my status prevai led : I was in 
g raduate school s i mply because I was a "m i nority" woman-"an aff i rma­
t ive act ion case"-and the monies provided were suff ic ient that I did not 
have to f ind add it ional  work. On both accou nts they were wrong .  As a 
rec ip ient of aff i rmat ive act ion pol ic ies and prog rams i n  h igher  ed ucat ion , 
I have benefitted f rom the space such pol ic ies have made ava i lab le for 
i nd iv iduals l i ke myself .  Yet, l i ke the fe l low members of my department ,  I 
met a l l  the standard c riter ia requ i red for ad miss ion and g raduat ion .  
Contrary to  the  d isdai n fo r aff i rmative act ion espoused by  authors such 
as She lby Stee le34 R ichard Rod r ig uez35 , a s late of other  neo-conserva­
t ives who su rfaced d u ri ng  the 1 980s, I recogn ize the i mportance and the 
d i fference such prog rams made in my ab i l ity to advance th rough h igher  
educat ion .  
The i r  i nte rvention ,  v ia the f inancia l ,  academic ,  and soc ia l  sup­
port,  had aided my retent ion on the scholarsh ip  path .  By perfo rming  we l l  
academica l ly ,  I was rewarded with fe l lowsh ips .  I n  sp ite o f  the  assistance, 
l i ke Jenn ifer ,  I cannot recal l  a t ime when I d id not s imu ltaneous ly work at 
least one job ,  and depend ing  on the extent of the st ipend ,  someti mes two 
o r t h ree part-t ime jobs to remai n se lf-suff ic ient .  I a lso worked as a strategy 
to f ind my niche with i n  the cu l tu re of the academy. Such a strategy worked 
in part ,  however, because one of the most imperative con nect ions to 
make in g raduate school is with facu lty. Deve lop ing mean ingfu l  re lat ion­
sh ips wi th  facu lty is cr i t ical fo r a successfu l  g raduate student expe r ience; 
it i s  they who wi l l  i nvest i n  you and look after you .  Although  I was 
i ntegrated i nto a research inst i tute and i nvolved with the governmental 
body for g raduate students , I was not centra l ly based i n  my department .  
I fe lt  d i scon nected and bu rnt out from t ry ing to connect .  I decided I needed 
to take a break and took one. I left g raduate school after  complet i ng  my 
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post-M .A.  cou rsework, but before taking  my qua l ifyi ng exams.  
U lt imate ly,  my end u rance labor p revai led .  I went home to the 
I m per ia l  Val ley,  not su re if I wou ld  return to g raduate schoo l .  In  d iscuss ing  
worki ng -c lass women's writ i ngs ,  Zandy suggests beg i nn i ng with the  
home-to th i nk  o f  it as  an " inner  geog raphy where the ache f i na l l y  q u its ,  
where there is  no sense of 'otherness, '  where there is ,  at last , a 
com m u n ity ." 36For a year, I re-energ ized with my fami ly and gave ser ious 
thought to leav ing g raduate schoo l .  In  go ing home,  I once agai n expe r i ­
enced the fee l i ng  of belong i ng .  I rea l ized that my mother's women f riends ,  
as my oid f r iends ,  and the ne ighbo rs I had g rown up w i th  wanted to know 
that I was successfu l  at my goals .  They wanted to be ab le to say to the i r  
ch i l d re n ,  "See, I want you to go to co l lege l i ke she d id . "  Go ing  back home 
he lped me put th ings i nto perspective agai n ,  and I decided to  retu rn to  the 
genera l  v ic in ity and ease my way back i nto g rad uate schoo l .  I n  do ing  so ,  
I was fortunate to meet and work for a Ch icana facu lty member at  another  
campus ,  whose uncondit ional  acceptance and conf idence i n  me sup ­
ported my i nterest to  return .  Thus ,  when  I retu rned to  the department ,  I 
d i d  so with a decidedly d i fferent frame of m ind ,  ref lective of a conscious­
ness Chela Sandoval has cal led the "d i ffe rent ia l  mode of consc ious­
ness ."  She suggests that such a mode requ i res "g race, f lexib i l ity and 
strength of identity," and 
. . .  requ i res a f lexib le  and mobi le  form of subjectiv ity in  
o rder  to funct ion , one capab le  of read ing  the cu rrent  
s i tuat ion of  power and of  se lf-conscious ly adopt ing  the 
i d e o l o g i ca l  f o r m  b e s t  s u i t e d  to  p u s h  a g a i n s t i t s  
conf igu rat ions . . .  a form o f  consc iousness we l l  known to 
oppressed peoples . 37 
U pon return i ng ,  I sought out facu lty members in my department 
who had demonstrated thei r i nte l lectual and personal  support of me i n  the 
past and whose exgert ise wou ld  comp l iment my research interest in a 
d i ssertat ion top ic .3 I p icked up  where I had left off . I a lso returned at a 
t ime when the decl i n i ng  nu mber of African Americans and the stas is  i n  
rep resentat ion o f  Ch icanos/Lat inos i n  g raduate and  profess iona l  educa­
t ion across the country g rew as an issue of concern among those 
i nte rested i n  i ncreas ing facu lty d ive rs ity at i nst i tut ions of h igher  ed uca­
t ion .39 My impression , i n  contrast to the early 1 980s,  was that because 
of o u r  dec l i n i ng  numbers there was a renewed i nte rest in  provid ing  
academic and monetary suppo rt to  retai n  g raduate students of  color .  My 
part ic ipat ion in  two summer  research programs des igned specif ical ly for 
Lat inos further cemented my commitment to the academic track.40 Late r, 
at the d issertat ion stage, I benefitted from a p roject des igned to p rovide 
support d u ri ng  the f inal stage of the d isse rtat ion . 4 1  Thus ,  the combination 
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of i nterested facu lty mentors ,  support programs,  and my own consc ious­
ness and resolut ion to accept the s i tuat ional  and pol it ical complexit ies 
that wou ld  def ine my l ife in the academy resu lted in a renewed commit­
ment to scholarsh ip .42 
Lifting As We C l i mb 
African American women developed the ph rase, " I i ft i ng  as we 
c l imb , " to describe the i r  pe rsona l  and co l lective expe riences i n  the c iv i l  
r ig hts movement .43 In the cou rse of the movement ,  these women not 
on ly l ifted themse lves up ,  they l i fted others with them as they c l imbed . We 
use th is phrase to descr ibe our f ina l  years in g rad uate schoo l .44 In the 
midd le years , "endurance labor" was crucia l  to our s u rvival i n  a host i le  
and unfr iend ly envi ronment .  But i n  the f ina l  years , as we began to work 
on our d isse rtat ions ,  we fou nd i t  necessary to work with others ,  and to l ift 
as we c l imbed . 
After a f ive-year interlude ,  we met aga in  i n  a g raduate seminar  
designed specif ica l ly to se rve the needs of  d issertat ion students.  I n  the 
i nterven ing  years , each of  us had developed confidence i n  ou r  voices as 
academics and in ou r  own research .  We were no longer  s i lent-we spoke 
up and , i n  be l l  hooks' ph rase , " ta lked back . , ,45 We no longer  cared what 
g raduate students o r  professors thought and we had come to val ue ou r  
pass ion and  commitment to  o u r  research .  
Though we had not seen one another  i n  years ,  we felt an 
immed iate connect ion .  Both of us had chosen a d issertat ion topic that 
was "close to home , "  someth i ng  that spoke to ou r  own expe r ience, 
someth ing that we felt pass ionate about. The seminar  fu rther cente red 
our  g rowi ng fr iendsh ip .  We fou nd one another 's work i nterest ing  and 
exc it i ng .  We supported one another  i nte l lectual ly and emotiona l ly .  A l ­
though we supported each other's ideas,  we we re always crit ical and 
hard-h itt i ng  i n  ou r  comments . In  Ad rienne Rich 's sense of  the phrase , we 
took each othe r  ser ious ly .46 
Gloria: 
I arrived at the seminar  with a very focused object ive-to get 
feedback on the d issertatio n .  I t  is  c rystal c lea r to me now that the constant 
confrontat ion with p riv i lege cont i nues to gal l  my bette r senses.  P riv i lege 
can be such an amorphous phenomenon ;  yet  privi lege is most often 
defi ned and recogn ized f rom the po int of view of the "other . " 
As an example of such p riv i lege I recount the fo l lowi ng sto ry : One 
sem inar  member  subm itted a rather lengthy chapte r on her  part icu lar  
top ic .  I took a cons iderab le amount of t ime to review the manuscr ipt and 
provide her  with a set of lengthy comments . I t  appeared to me that a 
crit ical gap i n  her  research was a cons ideration of the impact of the h i story 
and rac ia l  structu res i n  her  analys is .  Other  seminar  members made 
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s im i l a r  observat ions about her work. Wh i le  she acknowledged its i mpor­
tance , she neverthe less stated that she wou ld  not i nteg rate it i nto her  f ina l  
work .  At  the next semi nar,  she annou nced that she wou ld  not  be jo i n i ng  
the  g roup because she was under  a st rict dead l i ne  to  complete her  
d issertation .  Aside from fee l i ng  cheated o f  feed back she might  have 
p rovided fo r our  upcom ing work, I was angry at her  cava l ie r  d ism issal of 
race as we l l  as her  pos it ion of priv i lege that a l lowed her  to do so without 
any conseq uences or  any sense of accou ntab i l ity. I recal l  t h i nk ing ,  "What 
wou ld be the repercuss ions be if I were to ignore race? "  Not that I wou ld .  
B ut the po int sti l l  stands. The  natu re o f  ou r  existence-as ind iv idua ls who 
on  a da i ly bas is negot iate to su rvive the structu res we study-situates us 
i n  a vast ly d i fferent re lat ionsh ip  to the " isms . "  The issue of accountab i l ity 
for why and what we study def ines our  existence in the academy, but it 
remains a matter of choice for those f rom more p riv i leged backg rounds .  
Jennifer. 
L ike G lo ria ,  I was also acutely aware if the work ings of p riv i lege 
i n  th is  seminar. An inc ident wh ich I found part icu larly offens ive i nvolved 
an upper-m idd le  c lass wh ite woman's ethnograph ic account  of a wh ite 
worki ng-c lass commun ity. Her descript ions of the people she stud ied 
rem i nded me of those made by n i neteenth centu ry co lon izers about the 
"exot ic"  people they "d iscovered " i n  the New World . For her , wh ite 
worki ng-c lass women and men were strange ,  shocki ng ,  a lmost a l ien  
be ings .  She was g reat ly su rpr ised , for example ,  to f ind overt ly racist 
comments scattered th roug hout the i r d iscussions of otherwise posit ive 
i nteract ions with people of color .  She opined i n  c lass : " 1  j ust can't be l ieve 
anyone wou ld  say these th ings ( rac ia l  s l u rs) . I neve r knew anyone who 
said th ings  l i ke that. . . "  
From m y  standpoint ,  h e r  naive "su rp rise"  smacked o f  racism and 
c lass p riv i lege .  From the ensu ing  c lass d iscuss ion it became apparent 
that she had not read anyth ing  about the socio logy of wh ite rac ism47 or 
the h isto ry of race re lat ions i n  the Un ited States.  Studying th is  phenom­
enon wi thout  do ing backg round  read i ng  on prejud ice or  race re lat ions 
struck me as p resumptuous and arrogant. I t  was as if she ,  l i ke the early 
co lon izers ,  cons idered herself to be the one who d iscove red this " new" 
i ntel lectua l  terrai n .  In addit ion ,  her imp l ic i t  j udgement about the use of 
derogatory language-theysay rac ist th ings and Ido not-bel ied her own 
unexami ned pos it ion in the structu re of race re lat ions .  Though her  upper­
midd le  c lass , l i beral  upbri ng ing  had soc ia l i zed her to suppress " impol ite" 
rac ist remarks , it also encouraged her  to deve lop rac ia l ly  homogeneous 
fr iendsh ips and re lat ionsh ips .  Despite her espoused l i beral  ideology, her 
c losest c i rc le of fr iends were upper-m idd le  c lass people l i ke herself and 
her  own pol it ical energ ies went i nto a predominant ly wh ite midd le-class 
soc ia l  movement .  L ike many wh ite left ists , she did not, as g raduate 
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student Alexand ra Gou ld i ng  characte rizes such behavior ,  "walk the 
tal k . , ,48 
The student found us to be unsupport ive and "overly crit ical . "  
Rather than l isten ing  to o u r  comments , she made imp loring remarks: " I t  
seems l i ke you  don ' t  l i ke what I ' m  do ing .  I sn 't there anyth ing  you l i ke? . . .  
We l l ,  I told you befo re th is  i s  on ly  a d raft . "  She later compla i ned to the 
professor-but not to us-that she felt we had been too hard on her, and 
she eventual ly d ropped out of the seminar. Whi le it was true that we had 
been qu ite crit ical of her work, I more so than others ,  we had used that 
crit ical lens fo r a l l  the work we read that quarter.  
What is str i k ing about this inc ident is how much I had changed 
from my f i rst year i n  g rad uate school .  I no longer  accepted the scholarly 
norms of "objectivity" and detachment .  I subjected the work of students 
and facu lty to my standards .  Rac ism and c lass priv i lege were only part of 
the problem I saw with th is  part icu lar  student and her  work. What was 
even more d istu rb ing  to me was her  comp lete lack of personal commit­
ment to the i nte l lectual project. For her, it was s imply an i nte l lectual 
exerc ise,  a game to be pract iced on  an object i f ied and repe l lent Other .  
There was no personal  i nvestment o r  pass ion i n  her  study.  Moreover, 
because I was no longer  the lone worki ng-class voice in th is  upper-midd le 
c lass env i ronment ,  my cri t ic isms were no longer  met wi th embarrassed 
s i lence. I had found a l l ies among the g raduate students who supported 
rather than rejected my views. 
From this d isse rtat ion seminar, G lor ia and I and two othe r  
g rad uate students went on to  fo rm o u r  own i nformal d issertat ion g roup .  
As Mary Kelsey49 was fond of  po in t ing out ,  it was no acc ident that the fou r  
o f  u s  had come together-we a l l  came from some sort o f  pub l ic  school 
backg round .  We cont inued to meet i n  each other 's apartments, shared 
home-made mea ls ,  and took two to th ree hours a week reviewing each 
other's work. I t  was i n  th is  g roup that I found  true col leagues:  people who 
read my work seriously and cr i t ical ly ;  people who pushed me to do my 
very best. But ,  even more important ly, people who shared the same 
values that I d id about teach i ng ,  do ing  research ,  and being a soc io log ist .  
Here ,  I p ract iced my job ta lk ,  shared my anxiet ies about  the job market ,  
and f i na l ly f i n i shed my d isse rtat ion .  I t  was in th is  g roup that we l ifted as 
we c l imbed . 
Concl usion 
We began our  essay by describ i ng  o u r  experiences as "scholar­
sh ip  g i rl s . "  To conc lude we wou ld l i ke to descr ibe b rief ly where we are 
today as scholarsh ip  women and to out l i ne  the condi t ions of the un ive rsity 
sett i ng  that cont inue to i nf l uence ou r  l ives and our  strugg les in creat ing  
a more i nc lusive and accou ntable academy. 
Compared to many other  g radute students i n  our  respective 
37 
Explorati ons in Ethnic Stud ies 
cohorts,  we have been among the fortunate few . I n  a t ime of ser ious f iscal 
cutbacks in col leges and un ive rsit ies ac ross the country ,  we were able to 
comp lete o u r  d i ssertat ions and to obta in  ten u re-track posit ions .  Jenn ifer 
recent ly accepted a job i n  Socio logy at a large pub l ic un iversity. After 
complet i ng  a post-doctoral fe l lowsh ip ,  G lo ria  accepted a pos it ion in 
American Stud ies at a pub l ic u n ivers ity. 
O u r  success is not meant to be read as a happy end i n g ,  howeve r. 
In these new posit ions,  we face many of the same p rob lems we experi­
enced as g raduate students . Although money is  no longer  a p rob lem and 
we have managed to acq u i re some "cu ltu ral capita l , "  we st i l l  f ind ou r­
se lves encou nteri ng i nstitutional ized rac ism,  c lass ism,  and sexism.  More­
over, because we are located i n  the few token pos i t ions c reated for 
"women and m inori t ies , "  the demands we face from students ,  co l leagues,  
ad m in i st rato rs , and our  commun it ies are t remendous .  As the "woman "  
and t h e  " m i no rity , " w e  are asked t ime a n d  t i m e  aga in t o  g ive lectu res and 
tal ks on  m u lt icu l tu ral issues,  to assume respons ib i l ity for m inority o r  
worki ng-c lass students, to  s i t  on every un ive rs i ty committee that req u i res 
a token wh ite woman or  person of colo r, to counsel  students about sexual 
harassment ,  to read papers on mu lt icu ltu ra l  issues, to make appear­
ances on local te levis ion and rad io ,  and to act as the b ridge fo r the gu i lt 
of ou r  supposed ly prog ressive co l leagues and students .  
These issues are sti l l  cons idered "our" respons ib l ity : wh ite men 
(and some wh ite women) rare ly receive such req uests , much less g rant 
them.  At the same t ime, we are expected to do o u r  researc h ,  to "pub l i sh  
o r  peris h , "  and to  meet ou r  teach ing  ob l igat ions .  The personal  and 
psycho log ical  costs of  doi ng a l l  th is  work are immense.  Because of our  
ideo log ical and pol it ical commitments , i t becomes d iff icu l t  to say " no"  to  
the ever- i ncreas ing  l ist o f  requests . When we say " no"  to o u r  students ,  we 
are no longer  considered part of the strugg le .  When we say "yes , "  ou r  
department cha i rs and  p rogram d i recto rs te l l  us that we  are do ing  too 
much service work, which in tu rn m ight h u rt ou r  chances for tenu re and 
promot io n .  
Despite t h e  confl ict ing messages w e  rece ive, w e  cont i nue  to 
speak out ,  "ta lk  back, " and most important ly, work col lect ively in ou r  
respective sett ings and  across them .  We have learned that we  must p ick 
our batt les more carefu l ly .  Strugg le  i nvolves a g reat deal  of t ime and 
emot iona l  energy-resources that have become i nc reas i ng ly  precious 
and scarce i n  our l ives as academics.  We must cont i n ua l ly  weigh two 
quest ions against one another: 1 )  What can we do now, knowing that if 
we do not do someth ing ,  noth ing  about the acade my w i l l  ever change? 
and 2) Can we retai n  and act upon our  commitments and remain in  
academic sett ings? 
The answers to these quest ions are neve r easy, but the rewards 
do come.  At one level are the i nstitut iona l ized rewards-those rewards 
that s ign ify recogn it ion by leg i t im ized , val idated bodies-most often 
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represented i n  the mainstream of the academy by g rants,  teach ing  
awards ,  and so forth .  And then there are the rewards that nurture ou r  
sou ls and  the  mean ing  o f  ou r  p lace i n  t he  academy. They cons ist o f  the 
p i les of notes and cards f rom students , express ing  thanks and g rat itude 
for the d iffe rence we made i n  the i r  thoughts ,  their perspect ives, and the i r  
ed ucat ions.  They come i n  t he  form o f  statements such  as , "Your  c lass 
changed my l ife . "  Moreover, they come in  the form of updates from ou r  
students , i nform ing  us o f  the i r  latest accompl ish ments , lett i ng  us know 
how they are now maki ng a d iffe rence for others .  O r, they come via 
coverage i n  the newspaper,  as the i r  leadersh ip  and work l ives unfo ld .  
Regard less of  where we go as we pursue our  l ives as academ ics,  
we recogn ize the structu ral constra ints ,  the compet ing demands, and the 
press ing  needs that wi l l  cont i nue to come to our attent ion because of who 
we are .  As women from worki ng-c lass backg rounds ,  but d iffe rent eth n ic  
backg rounds ,  we have learned to embrace our  d iffe rences , recogn ize our  
s im i larit ies ,  and  g rapple with ou r  complexit ies .  We recogn ize that un less 
we come together fo r the pu rpose of add ress ing  and act ing  upon broader  
issues,  we w i l l  not cha l lenge the rep roduct ion of  i nequa l ity. Ou r  ab i l ity to 
co l laborate defies the rac ism and c lass ism i nstitut iona l ized in the Ameri ­
can educat ional  system .  Th is  process is never an easy one ,  yet  we 
cont inue to take one another  ser ious ly and to move fo rward the process 
of institut ional  change.  
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Heidi  Howarth 
U n ivers ity of Utah 
This paper examines the experience of Hispanic females in the 
public school in relation to how alternative learning, which 
takes place outside of classroom activities and discussions, 
generates a distinct method by which to gain an education. 
Four major frameworks utilized in discussing minority partici­
pation in education are presented and a focus on gender 
differences in education is submitted. This is followed by 
information obtained through an in-depth interview process. 
Analysis of the information shows the failure to account for 
differentiation between male and female Hispanics presents 
an assimilationist posturing of research. By placing race/ 
ethnicity, class, and gender on equal footing in research, the 
institution of education may learn to adapt itself to the unique 
process of becoming educated which has been developed by 
Hispanas. 
I ntroduction 
As a soc io log ist I feel i mpel led to p resent a scient i f ic ,  emp i rica l ly 
sound work .  I cont i nua l ly  question  my ideas and look to support o r  deny 
them with exist i ng  sources.  Th is  p rocess inc l udes the patterns and 
behaviors I observe as we l l  as those I suspect exist . I fo l l ow th is  
academical ly correct p rocess because the work is  i mportant and de­
serves to be recogn ized as important. However, i n  approach ing  my work 
in th is fash ion ,  I f ind mysel f  om i tt i ng  an i mportant component ;  I fa i l  to te l l  
t h e  story .  T h e  sto ry i nc l udes part o f  t h e  real ity i n  which H ispan ic women 
must l ive every day. 1 I t  i s  the story of  doub le exc lus ion ;  f i rst f rom access 
to educat ion and then by the lack of specif ic and detai led research 
concern i ng  th is  excl us ion .  
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Cu rrent stat ist ics show that the fastest g rowing popu lat ion in the 
U n ited States is the H i spanic popu lat ion .  By the year 2000 , H ispan ics w i l l  
be the largest m inority popu lat ion i n  th is  country .  Statist ics a l so  show, 
accord i ng  to d rop-out rates , that more than any other  g roup the educat ion 
system fa i ls  to educate H ispan ics . Al though nat ional  d rop-out rates have 
g rad ual ly decreased over the years ,  the rate of H ispanics leavi ng  school  
without a d ip loma escalated to fo rty-f ive percent by 1 984.  The cu rrent 
d rop-out rate specif ica l ly fo r H ispanas is attr ibuted to ear ly marr iage and 
p reg nancy. Although th is  explanat ion add resses the observab le reason 
for d rop-out ,  i t  does not look at  the underly i ng  problems extant i n  the 
ed ucat ion system which send H ispan ic females outs ide or  para l le l  to the 
system for the i r  educat ion . I argue  that because H ispanic females are not 
offered ed ucat ion with i n  the system ,  they do not leave the i r  educat ion 
beh i nd  by leav ing schoo l ,  but a re s i mply moving  fo rward to the next step 
of the i r  l ives and therefore the next step of the i r  ed ucat ion .  
Th is  paper examines the exper iences of  H ispanic females i n  the 
pub l ic  schoo l  i n  re lat ion to how alte rnative learn i ng ,  wh ich takes p lace 
outside of c lassroom act iv i t ies and d iscuss ions ,  generates a d ist inct 
method by wh ich to ga in  an ed ucation .  Few stud ies d i rect ly address the 
p rob lem female H ispan ics experience i n  the c lass room .  Stud ies are 
genera l ly focused on males o r  no d ifferent iat ion is made by gender. 
Those wh ich do focus on females do not address H ispanas specif ical ly 
o r  do  so in a quant itative manner  wh ich focuses on quest ions of n umbers 
of success and fai l u re and factors lead i ng  to i t .  Although a good start ing  
po in t ,  quantitat ive work j udges a s ituat ion accord ing  to  normat ive ideas 
of success and fai l u re .  I n  other  words ,  school complet ion i n  a mainstream 
school i nd icates be ing successfu l .  What is m iss ing  is  the effect of 
i nst i tut ional  exc lus ion and the p rocess by which H ispanic females ga in  
the i r  ed ucation .  Th is  observat ion dete rmined the organ izat ion of  th i s  
paper .  
The f i rst sect ion of the paper deals with research p rob lems and 
specif ies p roblems encounte red by other  researchers as wel l  as those I 
have e ncountered . The second sect ion of the paper reviews the exist i ng  
l iteratu re .  The  l iteratu re p resents and cr it iq ues fou r  framewo rks ; t he  
cu ltu ral defic iency model ,  soc io l i ngu istics , ethnomethodology, and  Ogbu 's 
caste theory.  The th i rd sect ion in t roduces the ideas of Maxi ne Sel ler, 
Joyce A .  Ladne r, and Caro l  G i l l i gan .  These theories f i l l  i n  some, though 
not  a l l ,  o f  the miss ing p ieces of  female exper ience i n  the pub l ic  schoo l .  
They do,  however, g ive us a potent ia l  theoret ical and methodolog ical 
spri ngboard by which to d iscover more about the H ispana exper ience. 
The last sect ion is a p resentat ion of i nformat ion gathered from respon­
dents l iv ing  i n  Utah 's Sal t  Lake Val ley.  Th is  sample was selected from 
H ispanic females rang ing  in age from twelve th rough s ixty . The method 
used to obta in  i nformat ion was an i n -depth i nterview wh ich began by 
ask ing each respondent to tal k about her pub l ic school experience . 
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The centra l  p u rpose i n  the  creat ion of the educat ion system was 
ass im i lat ion .2 For the ethn ic  m inority popu lat ion ,  th is  p rocess a l ienated 
them not only from the i r  own cu l tu re but from formal education itse lf . 
Although the study of the effect of ass i m i lat ion on m inorit ies has been 
explored , gender d iffe rences i n  th is  p rocess have not been exp lored .  By 
exploring  the exper iences of H ispan ic females qua l itat ive ly ,  d iffe rences 
i n  the aspects of acq u i ri ng  an ed ucat ion and learn i ng  styles between 
H ispanos and H ispanas wi l l  become v is ib le .  Moreover, maki ng gender  
d i fferences v is ib le  wou ld  a lso make conspicuous the assu med hypoth­
esis of  ident ical rates of  ass im i lat ion fo r males and females .  The ram if i ­
cat ion of  separat ing  m inority research  by gender  is  p rofound i n  that  i t  
takes the process of ass im i lat ion and exposes layers of damag ing  
assumption .  One such  assumpt ion is the sa l ience of race/ethn ic ity i n  
exp lor ing issues i n  t h e  acq u is i t ion o f  educat ion .  T o  subsume gender  
under  the umbre l l a  of  race/ethn ic ity p lays i nto the i deology of  measu ri ng  
one g roup accord i ng  to  the norm set  by  another g roup .  
Trad i t ional  soc io log ical research d i rects stud ies towards a nor­
mative facto r. Compla int of exc l us ion of g roups o r  social  issues maki ng 
v is ib le p rob lems i n  the i nst i tut ion resu lts i n  the addi t ion of factors, such as 
race,  c lass , and gender ,  not add ressed prev ious ly .  Thus ,  the add it ive 
natu re of research is born . I n  th is  way, race/eth n ic ity is added to 
t rad it ional f rameworks under  the assumpt ion that measu rement can be 
taken accord ing  to the degree in wh ich exc luded g roups have ass im i lated 
to a cu ltu ra l  norm. The focus then becomes the i nd iv idua l 's  ab i l ity to 
conform accord i ng  to the estab l ished autho rity. I n  educat ion , th is  per­
spective is gathered th rough  the op in ions of teachers and ad min i st rators .  
The process o f  retent ion ,  o f  becoming  educated , is m iss ing  the vital 
perspective of the student .  One such perspective is  how the school 
expe riences of H ispanas are both raced and gendered .  U nable to cross 
barrie rs i nto mainst ream society th rough  educat ion , I w i l l  a rgue  that 
H ispan ic women seek the i r  own k inds of educat ion outs ide the c lass room 
and outs ide of the ass im i l at ion p rocess society felt necessary for the i r  
s u rviva l .  
Research Problems 
One of the d iff icu l t ies i n  undertaki ng  a study about H ispan ic  
women i n  ed ucat ion is  the lack of usable data ava i lab le .  Adela ida R .  De l  
Cast i l l o  et aI . ,  c ite fou r  major  research  p rob lems i n  deal i ng  w i th  th i s  
subject. F i rst, few research undertaki ngs i nvest igate how H ispanic women 
and men d iffe r in the i r  school exper iences.  Th is  i nc l udes research  from 
a gender  perspective . Cast i l l o  po i nts out that a volume  of i nformation 
assum ing  the ed ucat iona l  process is  ident ical  for male and female 
H i span ics becomes p rob lematic for researchers i nterested spec i f ica l ly  in  
H ispanas.  There exists as we l l  a gap i n  the l iteratu re wh ich is  prod uced 
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because of the concentrat ion of stud ies at the post secondary leve ls .  
Secon d ,  most o f  the i nformat ion deal i ng  w i th  ed ucat iona l  expe r ience i s  
written fro m  a cu l tura l  def ic iency mode l .  The data gathered from th is  
perspective focuses on the negative att i tudes , expectat ions ,  and va lues 
of  both  the parents and students,  wh ich means structura l  i nf l uences a re 
often i gnored a l l  together .  Th i rd ,  stud ies i n  genera l  t reat a l l  H ispan ic 
females as one "monol i th ic"  g roup .  In  other  words ,  f ind ings f rom one 
g roup  i s  genera l ized to  a l l  g roups .  Fou rth ,  Del  Casti l l o  poi nts out that no 
conceptual  model  has yet  been formal ized to a id i n  the analys is  and 
i nterpretat ion of  the educat iona l  expe r iences of H ispan ic  women . 3 To 
th i s  l i st can be added that a g reat deal  of the research  on m inori ty 
ed ucat ion has been conducted ut i l iz i ng  the B lack  popu lat ion ,  wh ich is  
then  general ized to other  m inority popu lat ions .  Those stud ies wh ich  do 
focus o n  the H ispan ic popu lat ion are often d iff i cu lt to obta i n .4 
Review of Existent Literatu re 
Even with these out l i ned p rob lems,  there exist some research 
efforts wh ich  g ive a specif ic p ictu re of  the exper iences of H ispan ic  
females i n  the schoo ls .  The four  frameworks used to ana lyze and 
i n t e rp ret  a re t h e  c u l t u ra l  d e f i c i e n c y  m o d e l ,  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c s ,  
eth nomethodology,  and Ogbu 's  caste theory. 
De l  Cast i l l o  and Torres t race the h isto ry of research  and the use 
of the cu l tu ra l  def ic iency model back to Harvard ' s  F ive Cu l tu res p roject. 
Th i s  p roject i nvest igated p rob lems and sought to u nderstand  m inority 
com m u n it ies by examinat ion of the commun ity's va l ues ,  be l iefs and 
att i tudes ,  a l l  of wh ich were found  to be def ic ient i n  the i r  ab i l ity to adopt to 
soc ia l  norms.  De l  Cast i l l o  and Torres state that the recog n it ion of th is  
h i stor ical  backg round has affected the study of  H ispan ics i n  two ways : ( 1 ) 
t h i s  framework has inc l i ned sc ient ists to make assu mpt ions about norms 
and behaviors of H ispan ics , and (2) th is  f ramework cont i n ues to be used 
i n  ed ucat iona l  stud ies .  Th is  model attaches the p rob lems m inori t ies have 
i n  ed ucat ion  as one that exists in lack of aspi rat ion and values of the 
cu l tu re . 5 De l  Casti l l o  and Torres c i te G ecas,6 work as showing  that i n  
actua l ity H ispan ic students and parents have h i g h  aspi rat ions but low 
expectat ions due to structu ral barrie rs .  
T h e  f ie ld  o f  soc io l i ngu ist ics , i n  its early stages,  m i rrored the 
cu ltu ra l  def ic iency mode l .  Basica l ly ,  researchers such as Susan P h i l l i ps  
found  that d iffe rences i n  speech styles caused "cu l tura l  conf l i cts" which 
i n  t u rn caused m inority students , i n  th is  case I nd ian  students , to be low 
ach ievers .  Th is  posit ion  changed the focus of student-teacher  re lat ions 
but fa i led to answer the p rob lems for m ino ri t ies c reated by the assump­
t ions of cu l tura l  defic iency'? 
The fi rst cha l lenge to cu l tura l  def ic iency was i n  the f ie ld of 
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eth nomethodology deve loped by Haro ld  Garf i nke l  and Aaron  C ico u re l  i n  
t he  early 1 970s . C icou re l  arg ues that educat iona l  fai l u re is  soc ia l l� 
constructed i n  the da i ly  i nte ract ions of school  autho ri t ies and students . 
The ethnograph ic stud ies found less attent ion i n  the c lass room ,  less 
counse l i ng ,  and less leeway to answer standard ized tests was g iven to 
B lack students . Th is  study, however, is not gender sens it ive and on ly 
deals with a B lack popu lat ion .  
The best c ri t ic i sm of  a l l  t h ree of  the above framewo rks comes 
from Ogbu's caste theory of ed ucat ion .  Ogbu's basic object ion to these 
frameworks is the exc lus ion  of an h i stor ical context .  The caste theory 
accounts for the d iffe rence of some eth n ic m inori t ies who are cu l tu ra l ly  
and l i ngu ist ical ly d iffe rent .  C h i nese ,  Punjab i ,  and Central American 
imm ig rants,  fo r examp le ,  have not had learn i ng  p rob lems that othe r  
ethn ic  m ino rit ies , such as Afr ican American ,  Mexican Americans ,  and  
Native Americans have. Ogbu states that cu l tu ral d i ffere nces on ly  be­
come sal ient under  part icu lar  h i stor ical c i rcumstances and these h isto r i­
cal c i rcu mstances c reate a d iv is ion between what Ogbu cal ls "vo lu nta ry" 
and " i nvo l u ntary" m ino rit ies .  Ogbu theorizes that oppressed m inority 
g roups we re h isto r ica l ly  ass im i l ated in a negative manne r. In response to 
th is  negative experience ,  m inori t ies deve lop an "opposit iona l  cu l tu re "  i n  
wh ich mai nstream ideas are i nverted i nto negat ive symbo ls .  Th is  sug­
gests m inori t ies cannot be both successfu l  i n  school  and be ethn ica l ly 
d iffe rent. Recent imm ig rants ,  o n  the othe r  hand , have not exper ienced 
systemat ical ly constructed rac ia l  assu mpt ions ,  or  the negat ive ass i m i la­
t ion exper iences as have the i nvo l untary g roups and the refo re are h i ghe r  
ach ievers i n  schoo l .  9 
Doug las E .  Foley po i nts out  that researchers have not yet been 
ab le to exp la in  the d iffe rences in m ino ri t ies bette r than Ogbu nor  can they 
adequately defend the exc lus ion  of h i stor ical d iffe rences i n  m inority 
g roups . 1 0  I nstead , many researchers are now i nc l ud ing  Ogbu 's  con­
cepts of st rat if icat ion ,  power and h istory .  Fo ley h imse lf expands Ogbu 's 
ideas by i nc lud ing  c lass i n  the p ictu re .  Foley asserts that a new c lass 
segment has emerged w h i c h  now focuses o n  the s uccess of w h at h e  cal ls  
the Mexicano youth .  He  a rg ues that middle class Mexicanos are becom­
ing a new b icu l tura l  generat io n ,  ab le to res ist ass i m i l at ion  by ga i n i n g  
"cu ltu ra l  capita l " 1 1  t h rough  ethn i c  p ri de .  Foley's weakness i n  t h i s  conc l u ­
s ion  is  that i n  dete rm i n i n g  cu l tu ra l  capital as  be ing  gathered t h rough  
sports , c lassroom interact ions ,  and jo i n i ng  Ang los i n  h i g h  academic  
t racks and school  leadersh ip ,  he is speaki ng o f  ma le  cu l tu ra l  capita l .  
These are act iv i t ies that M exicanos may excel i n ,  but  no t  Mexicanas.  
Studies show that H ispan ic g i rl s  rece ive less attent ion i n  the 
classroom and do not benef it  by c lassroom i nte ract ion i n  the same way 
that boys do . 1 2  Wahalb repo rted f i nd i ngs that in a c lass room s i tuat io n ,  
H ispan ic g i rl s  rece ive less t i m e  f rom teachers ,  are i nteracted with less 
frequently and pos it ively ,  and a re den ied personal  attent ion more than a l l  
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other  students .  G i rls also do not rece ive the rewards boys do in sports . 
Without these two benefits , obta in i ng  school leadersh ip  posit ions is l ess 
l i ke ly .  The one a rea i n  which H ispanas do have the poss ib i l ity of 
advanc ing is in ach iev ing h i gh  academic t racks . Th is  is found  in Patr ic ia 
Gandara 's study wh ich states that one factor h ig h-ach iev ing H ispanas 
have i n  common is having always been good or  outstand ing  students . 1 3 
Although  Foley does not account for gender d iffe rences,  he  does 
p resent two concepts exh ib ited i n  much of the cu rrent l ite rature .  F i rst is  
h i s  use of  and then expansion of Ogbu 's  caste theory .  Second is h is  
assessment of  research efforts be ing focused on  success rather  than 
fai l u re .  He is jo i ned i n  th is  sh ift f rom school  fai l u re to school  success by 
Sy lv ia Alatorre A lva who l i n ks success to percept ions of  locus of con­
t ro l ; 1 4  Martha E .  Bernal et aI . ,  who expands though the socia l  identity 
approac h ;  1 5  Patr ic ia Gandara who,  a s  ment ioned before , ident i f ies 
common factors i n  the exper iences of h i g h-ach ievi ng  wome n , 1 6  and 
Concha De lgado-Gaitan who records examples of  success outs ide of 
ma inst ream educat ion . 1 7  Alva, Bernal , Gandara and De lgado-Gaitan a l l  
focus specif ica l ly  on school success fo r  H ispanics .  Gandara, moreove r, 
writes specif ica l ly about H ispanic females.  
Gandara's study compares facto rs of success between Ch icanas 
and Anglo males as wel l  as between Ch icanas and Ch icanos . This study 
d i ffe rs f rom the othe r  studies which we re quantitative in natu re and 
reveals a d ist i nct k ind of i nformat ion because it was conducted t h rough  
i nterviews. I n  ag reement with Ogbu , the study found  that the majo rity of 
successfu l  C h icanas we re f i rst generat ion imm ig rants, whe reas th is  was 
not true fo r male Ang los or  Ch icanos . Gandara found that C h icanas he ld  
i n  common wi th  successfu l Ang lo ma les a strong wo rk eth ic  (a lthough  
workin g  hard fo r C h icanas was a resu lt o f  poverty more than ph i losophy) , 
parents who were non-authoritar ian and emphasized independent be­
havior ,  and most importantly, mothers who took strong , support ive 
ro les . 1 8  The ro le  of the mother was also c ited as the most important facto r 
i n  the stud ies of Delgado-Gaitan and Del  Casti l l o  et a l . 1 9  Th is  does not 
necessar i ly i nd icate that H ispanic mothers support ass im i lat ion i n  ma in ­
stream ed ucat ion or  be l ieve the i r  ch i l d ren have equa l  opportu n it ies and 
access .  To the contrary,  supportive H ispanic mothers often expend 
t remendous energy chal leng ing  unfai r p ract ices by school authori t ies or 
search i ng  for alte rnative ways to he lp  the i r  ch i l d ren when satisfacto ry 
answe rs to p rob lems are not found  i n  the pub l ic  schoo ls .  Th is  is i n  fact 
what Delgado-Gaitan found in her  study of the schools in a smal l  town i n  
Denve r. 20 
In De lgado-Gaitan's study,  one mother  found both of her  ch i l d ren 
look ing for the i r  ed ucat ion outs ide of h igh schoo l .  Because she was 
convinced that school d id  not offe r opt ions fo r students who d id  not f it i n ,  
s h e  advised both a s o n  a n d  a daughter t o  look for learn i ng  e lsewhere .  The 
son eventua l ly retu rned to school after try ing to f ind other  opt ions .  Th is  
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son learned with the he lp  of h i s  mother  and a counse lo r  that he must f ind  
the resolve to  complete schoo l  and obta in  as many resources as poss ib le  
on h is  own .  The daug hte r, afte r becom ing  p regnant ,  decided to complete 
school at the alte rnative school  even though the h i gh  school had a 
p rog ram for preg nant teenagers .  It was th is  g i rl ' s  be l ief that the h i gh  
school teachers d id  not care if she  learned , and  she  felt she needed more 
ind iv idual attent ion than she was receivi ng .  Delgado-Gaitan argues that 
p reg nancy p rovided an  excuse to q u it school a l l  together ,  but that the g i rl 
wanted to cont inue her  educat ion and opted for a bette r alternat ive. 21 
Th is study a lso reported that even when aski ng  for he lp ,  Ch icano 
students and their  parents were to ld to solve the i r own prob lems,  often 
resu l t ing in reso lvi ng  frustrat ions by d ropp ing out .  I f  parents d id  not have 
the knowledge or pers istence to he lp  the i r  ch i l d ren i n  a school  s i tuat ion ,  
t he  resu lt was often t he  students t u r n i ng  e lsewhere fo r  t he i r  schoo l i ng .  
Delgado-Gaitan cont i n ues by  sayin g  that t he  rejection  o f  t he  system by 
the students and parents ref lected how they were treated .22 
Th is study rai ses many i nterest ing  but unexplored poi nts . F i rst , 
it must be noted that the boy i n  the study found the support of a counse lor  
and was therefore ab le to complete schoo l  because he cou ld  f ind  the 
strength th rough h is  own reso lve. The g i rl ,  on the other  hand ,  chose the 
alternative school not because of her  p regnancy, but because the reg u lar  
school d id not offer her  a chance fo r ed ucat ion .  Second ,  it appears that 
the boy was a l lowed to ass im i late more than the g i rl .  There existed the 
op in ion  that he he ld  the persona l  wi l l  power to succeed and th is  fact a lone 
made the d iffe rence.  What is  not stated is that he ,  bei ng  male ,  s imply has 
more power i n  the class room and more powe r to demand attent ion f rom 
counselors and teachers .  Th is  powe r exists because of the h i g her  status 
males own in the educat ion  system ,  wh ich is  attr ibutable to the p rocess 
of ass im i lat ion  ava i lab le  to them.  Males have found a doo r to acceptance 
through class leaders h i p  and sports wh ich .i n turn p rovides them with 
more attent ion .  Self resolve is eas ier  to f i nd  when others a l low you to have 
i t .  The th i rd po int  focuses o n  the perspective of the mother .  What 
ed ucati ona l  expe r iences t a u g h t  t h e  mot h e r  to look fo r educat io n  outside 
of the schoo l?  I t  seems apparent by the mother's o rig i nal  advice to her  
ch i l d ren  to  leave school  that she a lso  had experienced exc lus ion .  
Exam in i ng  her  educat iona l  experiences would have g iven us a more 
complete p ictu re of her  ch i l d re n 's ed ucational  exper iences and perspec­
t ives and pe rhaps of the d iffe rent cho ices made by her  son and daughter .  
Gandara's f i nd i ngs  a lso support these d iffe rences between 
Ch icanos and C h icanas . C h icanos attr ibute educat iona l  success to i n n e r  
strength a n d  ab i l ity whereas C h icanas att ribute educat iona l  success to 
fami ly support.  Gandara conc ludes by stat ing  five factors common to all 
Ch icanas which are d iffe rent from the i r male counte rparts : ( 1 ) Ch icanas 
were always good o r  outstand ing  students;  (2) they attended h i g h ly 
i nteg rated schoo ls ;  (3) they a l l  fe lt  fam i ly support was important to the i r  
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s uccess , b ut did not know exactly what the i r  pare nts asp i rat ions fo r them 
were ;  (4)  A l l  fe l t  d ifferent f rom others ,  (5 )  even though often bette r 
students , a l l  fe lt they rece ived less encouragement .  23 
The prog ress f rom exp lanat ion because of  cu ltu ra l  def ic iency to 
Ogbu 's  caste theory and Foley's add i t ion of c lass p resents a much  more 
comp lete p icture of the H ispan ic exper ience with educat ion .  G andara's 
comparat ive of Ang los,  Ch icanos , and Ch icanas g ives us  a good descr ip­
t ion of the factors successfu l  Ch icanas have in com mon .  What is  pa infu l ly 
apparent  i s  that the on ly "cu l tura l  capita l "  females seem to possess is  
be ing "good students " .  Both Ang lo males and Ch icanos need not  pos­
sess this characte rist ic in order  to succeed . This suggests , of cou rse ,  
strat i f icat ion because of  gender  but  perhaps more because of specif ic 
eth n ic ity and gender. The variat ion between  ass im i lat ion  because of 
eth n ic ity and the ass im i lat ion of gender is that females are p laced i n  the 
pos i t ion of havi ng  to ass im i late i n  two d ifferent ways ; as a person of co lor  
and  a lso as a female .  The assumpt ion that women want to be successful  
in the i dent ica l  ways , us ing ident ical methods as males , deva lues female 
characte r ist ics as we l l  as female h istory. The assu m pt ion that success in 
the educat iona l  p rocess can be obta ined by male means estab l ishes a 
ma le  framework from which to measu re female success or fai l u re .  Cornel  
West cal l s  to q uest ion the "framework of soc ia l  reason i n g "  which sub­
s u mes issues of  gender i n  favor of  issues of  race ,  cal l i n g  th i s  k ind  of 
t h i nk i ng  a "p itfa l l  of rac ia l  reason ing . , ,24 West, in th is  comment ,  is  
speaki ng to the assim i lat ion ist and patria rcha l  natu re of  ass u m i ng males 
and  females are ident ical i n  the i r  expe riences.  Th is  a rg u me nt can be 
stated aga in  confront ing gender s im i lar i t ies .  I t  i s  a deval uat ion of charac­
ter ist ics and h isto ry to be l ieve H ispan ic and Ang lo  females emp loy 
ident ical  ways and methods of acq u i ri n g  an ed ucat ion .  Th is  statement 
a long with West's br ings to l i ght the ob l i gat ion of not on ly i n d iv idua ls ,  but 
researchers who affect the i nd iv idua l  to eva luate the i r  own part ic i pat ion 
i n  ass im i l at ion ist th i nk i ng .  
Some Missing Pieces 
Race ,  c lass ,  and gender st rat i f icat ion exist h isto r ical ly in the 
pub l ic  school  system.  Maxine Se l le r  p rovides a c lass and ethn icity 
d i mens ion  with her  writ i ng  on the educat ion of i m m i g rant women .  Her  
study s ign if icant ly recogn ized that cu rr icu l um was shaped specif ica l ly for 
poor imm ig rant women in order  for them to know and keep the i r  p lace in 
the reserved labo r force.  Track ing imm ig rant g i rls  i nto vocat iona l  trai n i ng ,  
such as  home economics ,  ass im i lated them ,  no t  to  the American d ream, 
but  to the d ream America a l lowed them to have . Se l le r  cont i n ues by 
stat i ng  that eth n ic  women 's o rgan izat ions p rov ided i mportant educa­
t iona l  opportun it ies for women in the i r  comm u n it ies to learn .25 Although 
Seller describes the h i stor ical backg round estab l i shed for  p ubl ic school 
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cu rricu la for imm ig rant wome n ,  she is specif ical ly refe rri ng  to those 
imm ig rant g roups who estab l i shed the mselves i n  the eastern U n ited 
States . She does , however, c lear ly estab l i sh  the use of ass im i lat ion as 
the dominat ing  theory beh i nd the c reat ion and maintenance of educat ion 
that has been bound  i nto the structu re of  the i nstitut ion of educat ion and 
which remains d iscreetly u nchanged to th is  day. Generat ions of women 
have exper ienced , and g i rl s  today cont i nue  to experience ,  a l i enation  from 
the i r  educat ion because of a fa i l u re on  the part of the system to recogn ize 
ass im i lat ion 's h isto r ical and cont i nu i ng  ro le  in the marg i na l izat ion of these 
females . Counted among them are H ispan ic women .  
The work o f  Joyce A .  Ladner  advances a concept o f  B lack 
females res ist i ng  ass im i lat ion in educat ion by deve lop ing  s u rvival sk i l l s .  
S u rvival sk i l l s  i nc lude responses that are adaptive and c reative i n  dea l i ng  
w i th  the i r oppressed c i rcumstances. Lad ner  imp l ies w i th  th is  concept that 
ass im i lat ion is twofo ld ; one  m ust ass im i l ate but must a lso be a l lowed to 
ass im i late. 26 Lad ner  add resses both gender  and race to show the 
d iffe rences race can make even when account ing  for gender .  Although  
Ladner's study is  specif ic to  the B lack expe rience and does  no t  te l l  the 
story of other eth n ic females, she p rovides us with a usefu l  g l impse i nto 
how females s u rvive and pers ist in not on ly a negat ive s i tuat ion ,  but a 
s ituat ion i n  wh ich they are req u i red to partic ipate . Th is  d ichotomy of 
requ i red part ic i pat ion def ic ient i n  access creates the necess ity fo r roads 
to be bu i l t  away f rom the ma in  path i n  o rder  for educat iona l  needs to be 
sat isf ied . 
Caro l  G i l l igan c ites that females d iscover the k ind of re lat ionsh ip  
Ladner descr ibes to oppressed c i rcumstances a l lows them to s u rvive i n  
t h e  pub l ic  schoo ls .  G i l l i gan  theorizes that between t h e  ages o f  twelve and 
f ifteen ,  females f ind  themse lves movi ng  away f rom the c lass room to f ind 
their  educat iona l  experiences . She conc ludes that between these ages,  
the t ime when d ropp ing  out of school  becomes common i n  the  i nne r  c ity, 
g i r ls seem to move f rom the pub l ic to the pr ivate sphere for learn i ng  
experiences.27 Al though  G i l l i gan makes a strong  arg u ment fo r  gender  
differences i n  p u b l i c  ed ucati o n ,  s h e  does n o t  i nc l u d e  t h e  effect o f  race a n d  
eth n ic ity wi th gender. As stated i n  the last section ,  stud ies show that 
H ispan ic females receive less attent ion and benefit from c lass i nteract ion 
less than any g roup .  Th is  does not d iscount but conf i rms and even 
escalates G i l l igan 's  mov ing  away p rocess fo r H ispanas.  An  examp le  of 
th is  p rocess is seen i n  the expe rience of the young  H ispana i n  Oe lgado­
G aitan 's study who dec ides to seek alte rnative school i ng  afte r becom ing  
p reg nant ,  even when  g iven the opportun ity to  remain i n  a ma inst ream 
schoo l .  As po inted out i n  the study ,  th is  i nd iv idua l  had the opportun ity to 
leave her  educat ion  beh ind .  However ,  movi ng  away f rom the p lace where 
educat ion  was not ava i lab le  is not leav ing  educat ion beh i n d ,  but a move 
forward toward a rea l  and i nc lus ive kind of educat ion .  Go ing  back to the 
ma instream schoo l  wou ld  not have been a move fo rward educationa l ly ,  
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but a move backward . Because her  l ife had changed and moved fo rward 
(a d iffe rent way to v iew p regnancy) , th is  H i spana also moved her  means 
of obta i n i ng  an educat ion forward . 
Emp irical Evidence 
Recent l ite ratu re more c learly defi nes the H ispan ic expe rience i n  
t he  pub l i c  schoo l .  Steppi ng  away from racia l  assumpt ions has  p roduced 
studies p resent i ng  structu ral barr iers for H ispanics in obtai n i n g  an 
educat ion .  These stud ies specif ica l ly  acknowledge the unequa l  t reat­
ment  received by H ispan ic females and ,  in turn ,  show how H ispanas seek 
alte rnative support as wel l  as alternative s ituat ions i n  wh ich to become 
ed ucated . What i s  not exp lored is the q uest ion of d iffe rence i n  ass im i la­
t ion by gender. I f  H ispan ic  men gai n access to educat ion th rough  sports ,  
c lass i nte ractio n ,  and leadersh ip ,  what are the ways i n  wh ich H ispan ic 
females a re a l lowed to open the door i nto the mainstream? Do they want 
to enter the ma inst ream or  s imply accommodate i t? Do females seek 
support f rom fami ly rather  than school not on ly because they do not 
rece ive he lp  there ,  but also because they are c reat i ng  networks of the i r  
own ? I f  t h i s  is  so ,  do H i spanas recogn ize what act ions ,  react ions ,  o r  
be l i efs are g iv i ng  them the i r  own "cu l tura l  capita l " ?  
I t  i s  my bel ief that H i spanas have created a p rivate b rand of 
s u rvival ski l l s .  The absence of the appropr iate ki nd of "cu lt u ra l  capita l "  
pushes the H ispana to develop ways i n  which to confront the i nst i tut ion 's  
marg i na l i zat ion  p rocess and ways i n  wh ich to educate hersel f .  L isted 
among these are anger, i ndependence , separat ion ,  the recog n it ion  of 
school  and parent  amb iva lence to educat iona l  needs and des i res ,  and 
the consc ious search fo r educat ion outs ide of  the pub l ic schoo l .  Ex­
amp les of these sk i l l s  can be seen in the expe riences of th ree H ispanas­
Lau ra ,  Sarah ,  and Patr ic ia-al l  of whom were i nte rv iewed i n  November  
of  1 992 .  
Lau ra ,  age s ixteen ,  re lates that although the teacher  i n  her  
E n g l is h  on ly c lassroom knew she d id  not  know Eng l i sh ,  she d id  not care 
enough  to he lp  her  i nd iv idua l ly .  
In M exico the teachers took t ime to help each student .  He re 
there wasn 't a spec ia l  c lass fo r non-Eng l i sh  speakers - I was 
j ust in a regu la r  c lass.  The teachers gave assig n ments , 
taug ht ,  but  d id n't rea l ly he lp  anyone .  So the teacher  d i dn 't 
g ive me any he lp  and I rea l ly d idn ' t  know any Eng l i sh .  I had 
a rea l ly hard t ime .  I always cr ied and I neve r thought I wou ld 
learn any Eng l i sh .  I d idn ' t  speak Eng l ish with the othe r  k ids 
because I on ly  knew words l i ke cat and you can 't rea l ly have 
a conversat ion with that. I j ust remember one day under­
stand i ng  and knowi ng Eng l i sh .  I remember by the th i rd g rade 
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my teacher  d i dn 't even know I was H ispanic .28 
The teacher  not being i nte rested i n  he lp ing  anyone was a major  
change from Lau ra's expe r ience i n  Mexico,  where she felt the teachers 
gave everyone i nd iv idua l  attent ion .  It is i nterest ing that Lau ra genera l izes 
her personal exper ience to al l  of the ch i l d ren  both here and in Mexico. I t  
is not  logical to  be l ieve that a l l  teachers i n  M exico are responsive to  a l l  the 
ch i l d ren 's needs and that the opposite is  true here .  I t  is  more reasonable 
to conclude that Laura does not yet understand that her  school here wi l l  
not g ive h e r  t h e  attent ion othe r  students rece ive because she is female 
and H ispan ic .  Her be l ief that a l l  students are t reated i n  th is  manner has 
caused her to g roup herself with h i gh  ach ievi ng  m inori t ies who are not 
H ispanic .  She has , in fact , separated herself  from othe r  H ispan ics in order  
to  be  i nc luded i n  the educat iona l  p rocess offered by  the mainstream and ,  
as Ogbu pred icted ,  he r  status as f i rst generat ion imm ig rant a l lows he r  to 
do so.  
Sarah ,  age forty-n i ne ,  a lso found herself without help when she 
made the dec is ion to qu it schoo l .  Although a good student ,  she q u it to 
care fo r her mother  who was i l l .  The schoo l ,  teachers ,  counse lors ,  and 
pr i ncipal offered her no  alte rnatives . Sarah later found her  educat ion  with 
the he lp of the teachers in the Head Start Program.  
I always wanted to get ahead and I got  the chance when my 
f i rst ch i l d  ente red Head Start .  At f i rst I became a bus aid and 
then moved on  to become a teachers aid.  When c lasses 
were offered at Head Start to the teachers aids for co l lege 
credit  I d i d  i t .  Then the fund ing stopped so the p rogram 
stopped. Two teachers here at Head Start to ld me to go to the 
un ive rs ity and f ind out what I needed to do to f i n i sh .  I on ly had 
twenty-fou r  hou rs left to comp lete and.  a lso a Span ish  com­
petency test. I f i n ished with other  women f rom the Head Start 
prog ram - we a l l  f i n i shed because of those two teachers .29 
Although  the p rogram was des ig ned to g ive ch i ld ren  better  
access to ed ucat i on ,  Sarah a lso rece ived he lp  f ind ing educat iona l  
alte rnatives .  I t  is i nterest i ng  to note that Sarah ,  who earned a degree and 
teach ing  cert i f icate , has now taught  at  Head Start for e ighteen years 
desp ite the fact she has been offered "bette r" jobs e lsewhere .  She  
remains where she is  " to  reach others the way I was reached"  because 
she bel ieves it is  the best way to help not only the ch i ld re n ,  b ut the parents 
who have had exper iences l i ke hers .  Sarah d iscovered a l i n k  to learn i n g  
a n d  conti nues that l i n k  t o  he lp  those w h o  do not have access b y  way of 
the mainstream door .  
Patric ia ,  age f ifty-f ive ,  re lates that whi le attend ing  school i n  New 
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Mexico,  she was rewarded fo r her  qu ick  academic  ab i l i t ies .  I n  Salt Lake , 
however,  she d id not have the encou ragement to ach ieve he r  academic  
potent ia l . Patr ic ia was recogn ized as  capable and i nte l l i gent ,  but was 
never encou raged or cha l lenged to do more ,  although  she  saw Ang los 
receiv i ng  help and attent ion .  Because of be ing  u ncha l lenged ,  Patric ia 
began tuto ri ng  the other  H i span ic g i rls  i n  her  schoo l .  She be l ieves 
teach i ng  others he lped her f ind her own learn i n g .  
L i ke Sarah ,  Patr ic ia found he r  educat ion outs ide o f  t h e  system 
because the system d id  not i nc lude her. Anger a lso p layed an i mportant 
ro le  for Patr ic ia .  
I remember l i ke i t  was yesterday. There was a cou nse lor  at 
the school  who we a l l  knew. Everyth i ng  that happened at the 
school  everyone knew about .  I remember th is  counse lor  
took  a g roup  of  Ang los to the u n ive rs ity and showed them 
how to s i gn  up ,  how to app ly  for scho larsh i ps and counse l i n g .  
I watched t h i s  happen a n d  thought  t o  mysel f ,  OK ,  she ' l l  take 
another  g roup of good students and then I ' l l  go. This same 
cou nse lor  took another  g roup  a l l  r ig ht .  She gathered the 
m ino rity k ids together and took them to an emp loyment 
agency and showed us how to f i l l  out appl icat ions for low 
pay ing  jobs . . . .  I don 't know why it 's maki n g  me c ry now. I j ust 
remember be ing so angry-how could a counselor do that?30 
Th is  exper ience pushed Patr ic ia f u rther  away f rom be ing  part of 
ma instream ed ucat ion ,  but d id not keep her  f rom eventual ly gai n i ng a 
g rad uate degree .  Her  anger  has al lowed her  to cont i nue  the f i ght by 
he lp i ng  others l i ke her  f i nd  d i fferent doors to learn i n g .  
A l l  t h ree o f  these H ispanas te l l  a d iffe rent sto ry o f  s uccess i n  
ga i n i ng  an education .  Two are stor ies of f i nd i ng  doors o uts ide  o f  the 
pub l ic  schoo l ,  one  is a sto ry of  para l le l  success . Two are stor ies of f i nd i ng  
doors th rough  associat ions with others and one i s  t he  sto ry o f  anger  be i ng 
the motivat i ng  factor. A l l  t h ree are sto r ies of the des i re to become 
educated regard less of exc l us ion f rom access to becom ing  educated in 
the pub l i c  school  c lassroom.  
Con c l usion 
This  study was born out of the idea that to be d iffe rent is  not  to 
be deviant ,  and to be d i s ruptive is not to be u nwo rthy of the access to 
resources that ed ucat ion can i mpart.  It wou ld  be i nappropriate to state 
that th is  idea is b ias-free because it i s  formu lated f rom personal expe ri ­
ence i n  the hope that th is  d iscuss ion  wi l l  revea l  to othe r females that more 
cho ices are ava i lab le  to them than the i r  educat iona l  exper ience may have 
indicated. Th is is poss ib le  by the record i ng  and study of the personal 
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sto ries of H ispanic women .  
Quant itative research has touched on but not deeply p robed 
these aspects of H ispan ic educat ion , and l itt le  of that research deals 
speci f ica l ly with H ispan ic females .  Quantitative wo rk also looks at the 
sto ry d iffe rently. I t  asks how many succeed and fa i l  and the factors 
lead ing  to these events . The part of the  sto ry unexp lored deals with the 
process by which H ispan ic  females s u rvive the ir  u nequa l  status i n  the 
ed ucat ion system .  Th is  research  req u i res a qual itative answer. I t  is my 
be l ief that although H ispanas may not be invited i nto the mai nstream ,  or  
pe rhaps because they are not  i nvited ,  ass im i l at ion is not  now or  eve r has 
been the road by which H ispan ic  females choose to be educated .  
Gandara's study poi nted to the fact that s uccessfu l  H ispan ic women were 
always good or outstand ing  students .  Th is is a means of s u rvival but does 
not necessari ly i nsu re success i n  obtai n i ng  the ed ucat ion women des i re .  
The i ssue  o f  ass im i l at ion and the access a l lowed or  den ied to H ispanas 
p laces an i ncreas i ng  recog n it ion of the necess ity of gender  d iffe rent iat ion 
i n  the study of  ed ucation  of m inority students . Th is  paper is  the f i rst part 
of a three-part process of study I p lan  to undertake . My f i rst step is cu rrent 
research compari ng  opposite sex s i b l i ng  pai rs and how d iffe rent rea l it ies 
of ed ucat ion are constructed acco rd i n g  to gender .  The second step is  the 
add it ion of a generationa l  aspect to determ ine  if changes i n  the educa­
t iona l  process have occu rred in the percept ions of H ispan ic females.  The 
th i rd is a long itud ina l  study coveri ng  a f ive-year per iod detai l i ng  how 
perceptions change for H ispanas between the ages of twe lve and 
seventeen .  
The  emphasis o f  th is  paper i s  gender, o r  more specif ical ly ,  the 
need for and lack of l ite ratu re re lat i ng  gender  d iffe rences in conj unct ion 
with non-dominant  g roup  status .  In  maki ng a case for gender  d iffe rentia­
t ion ,  my i ntent i s  not to make gender  sa l ient over othe r  characte ristics . 
G ender s imply can not be ignored no r  can it be added by assumpt ions of 
s im i larity. Race/eth n ic ity cannot become the sa l ient variab le any more 
than stud ies on one m i no rity g roup  can necessar i ly genera l ize to other  
minority g roups . L i kewis e ,  c l a s s  stat u s  i s  n o t  a n  add it ive featu re but 
g reatly impacts the l ife exper ience and construct ion of real ity of the 
i nd iv idua l .  The i ntent of this conversat ion is  to make clear my ob l i gat ion 
and the ob l igat ion of othe r  researchers to make v is ib le  those methods of  
study and ana lys is  wh ich are based i n  the ideo logy of ass i m i lat ion .  
I t  is  important to recogn ize that each aspect o f  socia l  l ife impacts 
the acq u is i t ion of educat ion because partic ipat ion in the i nst i tut ion of 
educat ion sends the non-dom inant i nd iv idua l  f ly i ng  i nto an ideolog ica l  
wal l  bu i lt on the assumpt ion of a norm and the requ i rement of the 
i nd iv idua l  to ass im i late to that norm.  In  th is  man ner ,  race/ethn icity, 
gender, and class w i l l  al l  impact and be a necessary part of the explana­
t ion of the fai l u re or success of the i nst itut ion to educate the popu lat ion . 
Race/ethn ic ity, c lass , and gender  can a l l  be made v is ib le  or i nv is ib le  by 
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the researcher .  The quest ion is can any of these th ree characte r ist ics be 
i gnored by the i nd iv idua l  as they are viewed by the i n st i tut ion?  I t  is  the 
v i s i b i l ity , the concern of seek ing answers ,  the phenomena of becom ing  
an ed ucated H ispan ic female and  the mechan isms needed to  ach ieve i n  
sp ite of t h e  ass im i lat ion barrie r  that has need o f  fu rther  explo rat ions .  
NOTES 
1 When not i ng  gender  d iffe rences,  the terms H ispano/a wh ich  refers to 
male/female a re used . The terms H ispan ic ,  Ch icano/a , M exican Ameri ­
can , and Mexicano/a are used i nterchangeably th roughout the paper 
because of the use of a l l  of  these te rms by the sources app l ied i n  the 
study.  I persona l ly  se lected to ut i l ize the term H ispan ic in  th i s  study for two 
reasons :  ( 1 ) Many te rms were used to ind icate the ethn ic ity of Americans 
of M exican descent i n  the exist i ng  research ,  and (2) a l though  a l l  of the 
respondents i n  my research are of  Mexican descent ,  th is  was the  term 
with which a l l  of them were most comfortab le .  Th is  is  a p rob lem faced by 
a l l  researchers and by a l l  people of Mexican decent .  I myself  p refe r 
Mest iza .  My i ntent ion is not to label  an ent i re g roup ,  b ut to use the wo rd 
H ispan ic  as a tool for exp lanat ion .  
2 Ass im i l at ion is  def ined as  Ang lo  conform ity. Th i s  i nc l udes the reject ion 
of one 's  own cu l tu re i n  favor of  the dominant cu l tu re .  Teske and Ne lson 
descr ibe ass im i lat ion as a requ i red out-g roup  acceptance and a pos it ive 
or ientat ion toward and ident if icat ion with the out-g roup .  I t  i s  important to 
note that the focus on ass im i lat ion taken in th is  paper d i rects the 
emphas is  of the research  i n  two ways. F i rst , emphas is  fa l l s  on  the  effect 
of the i nst i tut ion on the i nd iv id ua l 's  construct ion of rea l ity . Second ly ,  the 
h i story of how ed ucat ion was constructed for people of co lor  and  what 
p u rposes that educat ion se rved was based i n  ass im i lat ion ist att i tudes .  
Ass i m i lat ion  as a no rmative set  of val ues prescr ibed to by the i nst i tut ion  
has p rod uced c lass room methodology that does not  address the under­
ly i ng  i ntel lectual  assumpt ions p resent at its i nception .  I mp l icat ions of 
soc io-pol i t ica l  val ues ,  such as ass im i lat ion ,  h idden i n  cu rricu l um i s  s ide  
stepped by educat ion and generates soc ia l  mean ings  wh ich shapes 
students ' ro les outs ide the c lassroom .  [ P . Bourd ieu  and J . e .  Passe rson,  
Reproduction in Education, Society, and Culture (Beverly H i l l s :  Sage,  
1 977) ; HA G i roux ,  "Theor ies of Reprod uct ion and Res istance i n  the 
New Soc io logy of Ed ucation :  A Crit ical Analys i s , "  Harvard Review 53 
( 1 983) : 257-293 ; A. Ra imes,  "Trad i t ion and Revo l ut ion i n  ESL Teach i n g , "  
TESOL Quarterly 1 7  ( 1 983) : 538 . ] .  
3 Adela ida R .  De l  Casti l l o ,  Jean ie  Frede rickson ,  Teresa McKenna ,  and  
F lora I da Ort iz ,  "An  Assessment o f  t he  Status o f  t he  Educat ion of 
Hispanic Wome n , "  The Broken Web: The Educational Experience of 
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Hispanic American Women (Berke ley: F loricanto P ress , 1 988) , 3-24. 
4 D iff icu lty i n  obtai n i n g  stud ies concern ing  the H ispan ic popu lat ion are 
due i n  part to budget cutbacks such as the Un ive rs ity of Utah l i b rary is  
exper ienci ng wh ich demand the cance l lat ion or  neg lect of H ispan ic soc ia l  
sc ience journa ls .  Moreover, many s i gn if icant ideas c i ted i n  exist i ng  
research  come f rom as  yet unpubl i shed papers .  The  d iff icu lty i n  pub l i sh ­
i ng  is  not  due to a lack of  interest i n  the subject area by teachers and 
researchers .  The demand on  recog n ized experts i n  the f ie ld of the 
H ispana exper ience as speakers and contr ibutors to seminars attests to 
the shortage of pub l i shed i nformat ion .  Mate r ial wh ich wou ld  contri bute to 
th is  area of study rema in  unpub l i shed because soc io logy and related 
f ie lds st i l l  suffe r f rom token ism on the part of academic author i t ies .  
5 Concha Delgado-Gaitan , "The Value of Conform ity: Learn i ng  to Stay 
in Schoo l , "  Anthropology and Education Quarterly (December 1 988) : 
354-38 1 . 
6 Delgado-Gaita n ,  48 . 
7 Douglas E .  Foley,  " Recons ideri ng  Anth ropological  Explanat ions of 
Ethn ic  School Fai l u re , "  Anthropology and Education Quarterly (March 
1 99 1 ) :  60-86 . 
8 A .V .  Cicoure l ,  H . M .  Jenn i ngs ,  K . H .  Jenn ings ,  K .W.C .  Leiter ,  R .  
MacKay, H .  Mehan ,  a n d  D . R .  Roth ,  Language Use and School Perfor­
mance (New York: Academic  P ress ,  1 974) . 
9 J .  Ogbu , "Variab i l ity i n  M i nority School Performance:  A Prob lem i n  
Search of an Exp lanat ion , "  Anthropology Quarterly 1 8 ,4  ( 1 987) :  3 1 2-
334 . 
1 0  Foley, 67-76. 
1 1  Cu l tura l  Capital is  a ph rase used by P ie rre Bourd ieu  wh ich refe rs to the 
ed ucat ional  system's adopt ion of " the att i tudes and apt i tudes" wh ich 
appear to be natu ral  i n  ch i l d re n  of  dominant-g roup fam i l ies .  Bourd ieu  
goes  o n  to  state that worki ng-c lass and m ino rity ch i l d ren possess cu l tu ra l  
capi ta l  as we l l  but  that it i s  d iss im i la r  f rom the expectat ions of the 
i nst i tut ion .  An expectat ion that a l l  ch i l d ren  possess the same k ind of 
cu lt u ra l  capital imp l ies that the i nst i tut ion req u i res students to acq u i re 
appropr iate cu l tu ra l  capital before enter i ng  the i nst itut ion .  Thus ,  as 
soc ia l izat ion takes p lace i n  the educationa l  process ,  no l i n k  exists 
between what the non-dom inant student possesses and what the school  
expects .  By val u i ng  the cu ltu ra l  capi ta l  of domi nant-fami ly  ch i ld re n ,  the 
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educat ion  system rei nfo rces i nequa l ity. [ (P o  Bou rd ieu ,  "The School  as a 
Conse rvative Force :  Scho last ic and Cu lt u ral I nequa l it ies , "  Contempo­
rary Research in the Sociology of Education (New York: Harper  & Row, 
1 974) . ]  
1 2  HA G i roux ,  "Theor ies of  Reproduction and Resistance i n  the New 
Socio logy of Ed ucat i on :  A Crit ical Analys i s , "  Harvard Review 53 ( 1 983) : 
257-93. 
1 3  Joyce A .  Lad ner, Tomorrow's Tomorrow: The Black Woman (G a rden 
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Welfare Pol ic ies and Racia l  Stereotypes : 
The Stru ctu ral Construction of a Model  M i nority 
Mary E .  Kelsey 
University of Cal ifornia, Berkeley 
Whereas the economic mobility observed among Asian Ameri­
cans is often attributed to their cultural values, this article 
demonstrates the importance of state aid to the economic 
mobility of a community of Southeast Asian refugees living in 
California. U sing data from a lengthy ethnographic study of 
rural Laotian refugees, the content and administration of 
social welfare programs offered political refugees is con­
trasted with the social policies extended toward other poor 
communities. As variations in social policies can constrain or 
facilitate economic mobility, the concrete impact of welfare 
state policies on different ethnic communities is a topic in 
need of further exploration. 
Cu lture, Soc ial  Mob i l ity and Racial  Stereotypes 
Since the end of American m i l i tary i nvolvement i n  Southeast As ia 
i n  1 975, o n e  m i l l i o n  Southeast As i a n  refugees h ave s o u g ht pol i t ical 
asyl um in the U n ited States .  Although most refugees arrived with scant 
mate r ia l  resources , Southeast As ian commun it ies have d iversif ied to 
inc lude pockets of p rosperity as we l l  as l i nger ing  pockets of poverty. 
I ron ica l ly ,  p revai l i n g  explanat ions for both the ach ievements and p rob­
lems of Southeast Asian refugees emphasize the refugees' cu l tura l  
backg round .  In the popu lar  p ress , for i nstance , one writer has p roposed 
that the academ ic success of Asian Ame rican ch i l d ren i s  due to the 
"Confuc ian eth ic "  p revalent among East and Southeast As ians .  Because 
bel ievers in the Confucian eth ic  p lace a h i gh  value on  education and 
fam i ly  respons ib i l ity , they create an i ntergenerat iona l  support system .  
Parents enco u rage the i r  ch i l d ren 's  academic  endeavors i n  retu rn fo r  the 
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comfort and care they w i l l  receive in the i r old age . 1 
Journal ists have also used cu ltu ral ethos to exp la in  the poverty 
wh ich  has p lagued other  Southeast As ian commun it ies .  I n  a featu re 
art ic le  on Cal ifo rn ia 's Hmong com m u n it ies ,  a second journa l ist c la ims the 
p ract ices of ear ly marr iage and ch i l db i rth retard the educat iona l  ach ieve­
ments of the next generatio n ,  thus  contr i but ing to this comm u n ity 's h i g h  
poverty rates . A lthough teenage marriage a n d  parenthood are common 
th roughout Southeast As ia ,  the author notes w i th  imp l ic i t  d isapproval that 
the H mong (whom he descr ibes as "one of wor ld 's o ldest and most 
p r im it ive tr ibes")  a re especia l ly " re l uctant" to alte r the i r  cu ltu ra l  customs .  2 
Journa l i sts are not a lone i n  the i r  p roc l iv i ty to exp la in  the eco­
nomic  t rajecto r ies of Southeast Asian refugees in terms of cu l tu ra l  
facto rs . Academic art ic les on  the  M ie n ,  S i no-Vietnamese, and H mong 
argue  that the cu l tu ral o rientat ions of these eth n ic  com m u n it ies have 
hand icapped the i r  economic  advancement .3 Most academic  wri ters ,  
however, echo t h e  senti ments expressed i n  Caplan ,  Wh i tmore ,  and 
Choy's study of  I ndoch i nese refugees'  economic and academic  p rog ress .  
These authors d u ly note several facto rs ( inc lud ing government a id)  wh ich 
have fac i l itated the ach ievements of Southeast As ian refugee com m u n i ­
t i e s .  Despite t h e i r  soc io log ical  i ns i ghts , t h e  authors u l t imately e m b race a 
cu l tu ra l  explanat ion for soc ia l  mob i l ity. 
[ I ]f asked how we cou ld  have ident i f ied [Southeast As ian 
refugees' ]  p red isposi t ion to s uccess ,  ou r  reply ,  if limited 
to one factor would be cultural compatibility. . . .  The i r  
values emphasize hard work,  education ,  ach ievement ,  
self-re l iance,  steadfast p u rpose and pr ide-va lues that 
c losely resemble those v iewed as trad i t ional  m idd le ­
c lass American p re requ is ites for success . The majo r  
d iffe rences between the I n doch i nese and  Amer ican 
values perta i n  to ident i ty and o rientat ion to ach ieve­
ment .  The American val ue system stresses indepen­
dence and ind iv idua l i sm , enco u rag ing  a l l  to seek out  
competit ion  . . .  and to wi n .  In  contrast, the I ndoch i nese 
value system p laces emphas is  on i nterdependence . . .  
with a strong ,  fami ly-based o rientat ion to ach ievement .  
(emphas is  added) 
But i s  the success of Southeast Asian refugees mere ly the 
t ri u mph of a cu ltu ra l  wi l l  to excel ?  When cu ltu ra l  factors are mob i l ized to 
expla i n both the p resence and absence of socia l  mob i l i ty with i n  South­
east As ian refugee commun it ies ,  then "cu l ture "  loses i ts explanatory 
r igor .  L ieberson ,  i n  h i s  comparative study of n ineteenth centu ry Afr ican 
Americans and E u ropean imm ig rants , has noted the th in ly  ve i led c i rcu la r  
reasoning often emp loyed i n  cu l tu ra l  exp lanat ions of  i ntergroup  d iffer-
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Why are two or more g roups d iffe rent with respect to 
some characte rist ic or dependent variab le? P resum­
ab ly ,  they d iffe r i n  the i r va lues o r  i n  some norm.  How do 
we know that they d iffe r i n  the i r  va l ues or  norms? The 
argument then f requently i nvolves us ing the behavioral 
att ri bute one is  t ryi ng to exp la in  as the i nd icato r of the 
no rmat ive o r  va lue  d iffe rence one i s  t ryi ng  to use as the 
explanat ion .  A pu re case of c i rcu la r  reason i n g !  Obvi­
ous ly rac ia l  and ethn ic  g roups may d iffe r  f rom one 
another  in their  values and norms, b ut an i ndependent 
measu re of such val ues and norms m ust be obtai ned to 
just ify such an explanat io n .  It i s  part icu la rly dangerous to 
use c i rcu la r  forms of reason i n g  because they do not 
al low us to cons ider  the alternat ive hypothes is  that 
fo rces outs ide  of the g roups '  own characte r ist ics are 
generat i ng  these gaps : i n  part icu lar ,  forms of d iscri m ina­
t ion o r  d iffe rences i n  opportun ity structu re rather  than 
d iffe rences i n  e i ther des i re o r  goals o r  val ues .4 
L ieberson imp l i es that apart f rom issues of explanatory coher­
ence ,  the assumed re lat ionsh ip  between  cu l tu ral o rientat ion and eco­
nomic  mob i l ity has i mportant ram if icat ions fo r American race re lat ions 
theory .  American scho lars have h istor ical ly meas u red the p rog ress of 
rac ia l  or  ethn ic  g roups in terms of the i r econom ic ach ievements.  Unfo r­
tunately ,  the most i nf l uent ia l  schools of Ame rican race re lat ions (e . g . ,  
ass im i lat ion theory ,  ethn i c  p l u ra l i sm ,  t h e  cu ltu re o f  poverty) have empha­
s ized cu l tura l  or  behavio ra l  models of socia l  and economic  mob i l i ty to the 
detr iment of structu ra l analyses of g roup  p rog ress .5 C u lt u ra l  approaches 
to social mob i l ity hold poor racia l  and eth n ic com m u n it ies respons ib le fo r 
structu ral cond i t ions beyond the i r  contro l .  Moreove r, cu l tu ra l  explana­
t ions fo r the eco n o m i c  successes of I ndoch i nese refugees re i nforce 
contemporary characterizat ions of As ian Americans as a " model  m inor­
ity. " The u nspoken log ic  of th is  model  is that if othe r  poor people (the 
accusatory f i nger  i s  tacit ly po i nted at poo r Afr ican Americans) cou ld  adopt 
the same att i tudes and behaviors as new As ian i m m i g rants , they too 
cou ld  a rise from the depths of the i r  p resent squa lor. F i na l ly ,  because 
cu lt u ra l  explanat ions of socia l  mob i l ity do not cons ider  the structu ra l  
opportun it ies ava i lab le to people i n  a g iven t ime and p lace,  they shed 
scant l i g ht on  the microp rocesses beh i nd  economic  advancement .  Socia l  
mob i l ity thus becomes an  unp rob lemat ic  event obscu red by a Horatio 
A lger- l i ke g loss of personal  dete rm inat ion .  
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The H idden Role of State Aid In Social  Mobi l ity 
Any ser ious d iscuss ion of the microprocesses u nderly i ng  socia l  
mob i l ity (or i ts absence) must look beyond explanat ions of soc ia l  mobi l ity 
based on a s i ng le facto r. Rathe r  than assu m ing  an extreme structu ra l i st 
posi t ion which ignores human agency, th is  pape r i nvest igates the com­
plex re lat ionsh ip  between structu res of opportu n ity and how i nd iv idua ls 
mobi l i ze the i r  resources . 
The economic p rogress of a s ign if icant share of Southeast Asian 
refugees can be eas i ly exp la ined by the i r  c lass background and i ts 
attendant h uman capita l .  The f i rst wave of refugees admitted to the 
U n ited States between 1 975-76 was populated by former po l it ica l ,  
m i l i tary ,  and educat ional leaders of  Vietnam . Th is  coho rt a lso i nc l uded 
some of the e l ite from Laos and Cambod ia .  Although these refugees were 
str ipped of the i r  mate r ia l  resou rces, the i r  c lass backg round had equ ipped 
them with cons iderable ed ucat iona l  and occupat ional  ski l l s .  Over sev­
enty percent of the 1 975-76 cohort had held p rofess ional  posi t ions in the i r  
countries o f  or ig i n  and  the majority arrived w i th  some fami l i a rity with 
Eng l i sh .6 Th is  f i rst wave of Southeast Asian refugee secured competit ive 
posi t ions i n  the American labor market and made except ional  i ncome 
ga ins .  By 1 987,  the ave rage i ncome of Southeast Asian refugees who 
entered the U n ited States i n  1 975-76 had exceeded the average nat iona l  
i ncome.7 
A second wave of Southeast As ian refugees, inc l ud i ng  many of 
the S ino-Vietnamese "boat people , "  were admitted to the U n ited States 
between 1 977 and 1 979.  Many of these asylees were fo rmer shopkeep­
e rs and smal l  bus iness people in V ietnam.  Although the economic 
fortu nes of th is  g roup have been modest compared to the V ietnamese 
e l ite , th is  mercant i le  c lass has been able to estab l i sh  smal l  enterp rises in 
the U n ited States to serve refugee enc laves .8 
A th i rd g roup of Southeast Asian refugees presents ser ious 
p rob lems for class-based analyses of soc ia l  mob i l ity. Men from rura l  Laos 
had served as combat so ld ie rs in an i rregu lar  army a l l ied with American 
m i l i tary fo rces . Afte r the dem ise of the American-backed gove rn ment in 
Laos , these men and the i r  re latives f led to refugee camps in Tha i land .  
E nter i ng the Un ited States i n  1 980 and afte r, ru ral refugees we re the last 
g roup to be g ranted pol i t ical asy lum .  Un l i ke earl i e r  cohorts of asylees,  
refugees with ru ral or ig ins had m in imal  educat ion (e . g . ,  the 1 980-8 1 
cohorts averaged s ix years of pr imary school)9 and few ski l l s  to ease the i r  
i nco rporat ion i nto the Ame rican labor  market. Stud ies on the i ncome and 
employment status of the 1 980-81 cohorts f ive years late r show these 
cohorts made prog ress against the i r  i n i t ia l ly h i gh  rates poverty. Com­
pared to the economic ach ievements of earl i e r  refugee cohorts ,  however, 
the prog ress of the 1 980-8 1 coho rts was modest. 1 0  G iven the educa-
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t iona l  and occupat iona l  backg rounds of most ru ra l  refugees ,  the su rpr ise 
is not that ru ra l  refugees made s lower i n roads agai nst poverty, but that 
th is  d isadvantaged commun ity made any advancement against poverty. 
In o rder to untang le  the mystery beh i nd  the social mob i l ity of ru ral 
Southeast As ian refugees,  I fo l lowed the economic t rajectories of twenty 
fam i l ies f rom remote reg ions of Laos who had resett led in Cal iforn ia . 1 1  
I had become acquai nted with several Southeast As ian refugee commu­
n it ies d u ri ng  the e leven years I taught Eng l ish  as a second language 
(ESL) at a local adu lt schoo l .  I was ab le to use my knowledge of th is  
commun ity to choose a sample wh ich max im ized variat ion i n  fami ly and 
household composit ion .  In  add i t ion to spend ing  extens ive t ime as a 
part ic ipant observe r with i n  these twenty fam i l ies ,  I recorded data on the i r  
economic h istory from the  t ime they ente red the U n ited States ( 1 979-8 1 ) 
u nt i l  1 993. 
If asked to suggest the factor most c ri t ical to th is  g roup 's social 
mobi l ity, I wou ld  emphasize the astound ing  array of state resources 
which we re g ranted th is  commun ity as po l it ical  refugees.  Moreover, my 
research w i l l  demonst rate that d iffe rent g roups of state c l ients in the 
U n ited States have confronted very d iffe rent socia l  po l ic ies .  Th is ins ight 
not on ly reveals that the form of the American welfare state varies with the 
g roup targeted for state services, but that d iffe rences in state-c l ient 
re lat ionsh ips have a s ign if icant impact on  the social  mob i l ity of the g roup 
i n  question .  
The Laot ian fam i l ies i n  my research samp le  arrived w i th  l itt le  i n  
t h e  way o f  h u m a n  or  mate r ial capita l .  They d i d ,  however ,  e nter t h e  U n ited 
States in years when more state benef i ts were earmarked fo r pol it ical 
refugees,  i . e . ,  1 979-81 . Southeast As ian refugees fu rthe rmore concen­
t rated i n  Cal ifo rn ia ,  a state which had enacted cons iderable welfare 
reforms pr ior  to the refugees' arr iva l .  Cal iforn ia 's welfare refo rms had 
al ready pushed the state 's welfare system i nto a "fami ly  f r iend ly"  d i rect ion 
wh ich not on ly increased poor fam i l ies '  chances of p reserv ing  the father's 
presence i n  the n uc lear fam i ly but supported extended fami ly structure .  
The  convent iona l  wisdom i n  t he  refugee l i teratu re assumes that 
refugees sett le  i nto the i r  f ina l  economic n iche with i n  fou r to f ive years after 
resett lement . 1 2  I ,  howeve r, found that rural  Laot ian refugees took longer  
to enter the labor market. The members of  my sample made the i r  most 
s i gn if icant ga ins  against pove rty with i n  the i r f i fth and tenth year after  
resett lement .  In  1 983 ,  on ly  one "fam i ly" (a s ing le male l iv ing  wi th h is  
g i r l friend)  had earn ings above the poverty leve l .  By 1 985,  forty-five 
percent ( n i ne  fam i l ies) had earn i ngs exceed ing  the poverty t h resho ld .  By 
1 990 ,  seventy percent (fou rteen fam i l ies) had i ncomes above the poverty 
l i ne .  Of the six fami l ies sti l l  in pove rty in 1 990 ,  fou r  fam i l ies each inc luded 
one member e l i g i b le for h igher  payi ng federal  d isab i l ity benefits (SS I ) .  
T h i s  member's d isab i l ity benefits e levated t h e  househo ld 's  i ncome close 
to the top of the poverty l i ne .  Only two fam i l ies in my sample-each 
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headed by a s i ng le  mother  with th ree or  more ch i l d re n  at home­
subs isted so le ly on the i r  welfare sti pends ten years after the i r  ad miss ion  
to the U n ited States .  The twe lve fam i l ies i n  my samp le  who ente red and 
remained with i n  the formal labor market averaged fou r  and a ha lf years 
of welfare rece ipt before employment .  These years of state support and 
access to  state resources enhanced the i r  opportun it ies fo r soc ia l  mob i l ­
i ty. 
The basic set of state benef its for refugees was estab l i shed as 
part of a wide r agenda to refo rm American refugee po l icy in 1 980 .  In the 
f ive years fo l l owi ng  the co l lapse of the American-backed m i l itary j untas 
in V ietnam,  Cambod ia ,  and Laos ,  over a m i l l ion  refugees sought  asyl u m  
i n  ne ighbori n g  cou ntries .  With refugee camps i n  Thai land ,  t h e  P h i l i p ­
p i nes ,  Hong Kon g ,  and Malays ia  overf lowi ng w i th  homeless exi les ,  the 
refugee prob lem teetered on the b ri n k  of  becoming an i nternat iona l  c r is is .  
The American government had not  ant ic ipated th is  massive d iaspora and 
d i d  not a l ter  i ts  cr i ter ia for po l i t ical  asyl um unt i l  1 980 when Congress 
b roadened the c ri ter ia for pol i t ical  asylum . 1 3 
The n umber of refugees g ranted asylum i n  the U n ited States 
between 1 980 and 1 985 was al most twice the numbe r ad mitted in the 
p revious f ive years . 1 4  In  order  to  support th is  d ramat ic i nc rease in  
asylees ,  Congress made rad ical  reforms in  i ts  domestic refugee resett le ­
ment p rogram . Pr ior  to 1 980 ,  refugees we re compel led to re ly on  p rivate 
sponsors and vo l untary agenc ies (usua l ly re l i g ious chari t ies) for t he i r  
i n it ia l  support .  The costs o f  refugee resett lement ,  however ,  were p roh ib i ­
t ively h i g h .  A 1 979 study reported that the resett lement expenses of a 
s i ng le  refugee averaged about $5 ,000.  Few i nd iv idua ls o r  p rivate chari ­
t i es  cou l d  shou l de r  t he  b u rden  i mposed by  t he  doub l i n g  o f  annua l  refugee 
ad miss ions .  Beg i n n i ng i n  1 980 the fede ra l  government covered the i n it ia l  
costs of  refugee resett lement by entit l i ng  pol i t ical asylees to A id  to  
Fam i l ies w i th  Dependent Ch i l d re n  (AFDC) o r  Genera l  Ass istance (GA)  
funds f rom the i r  state of  resett lement for  up  to  th ree years . 1 5  The fede ra l  
gove rn ment wou ld  repay states fo r  the i r  refugee-re lated welfare costs . 
The 1 980 Refugee Reform Act also a l lotted money for Eng l i s h  as a 
second lang uage and job trai n i ng p rograms.  I n  theory ,  a newly ad m itted 
refugee cou ld  have up to th ree years of modest federa l  support in wh ich  
to  learn  Eng l i sh ,  get  job t ra i n i n g ,  learn a new set  of cu ltu ra l  convent ions, 
and enter the labor market with reasonably salable sk i l l s .  
Wh i l e  the federal g u ide l i nes for refugee support were generous ,  
the Reform Act o f  1 980 a l lowed i nd iv idual  states cons iderab le d iscretion  
i n  t he  imp lementat ion o f  local refugee po l icy .  Because refugees were 
i n it ia l ly d ispersed across the f i fty states to m in i m ize the i r  impact any one 
commun ity ,  the i r  resett lement experiences varied wide ly .  States cou ld  
l i mit  the t ime o f  pub l ic support offe red refugees.  I f  a state had a neg l i g ib le  
welfare system ,  a refugee cou ld  be g iven immed iate employment i n  l i eu  
of  publ ic assistance . I n  locales with few refugees,  local commun it ies had  
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l i tt le  i ncent ive to estab l i sh  ESL or job trai n i ng  c lasses for l im ited Eng l i sh  
speakers .  Laot ian fam i l ies who f i rst res ided i n  southern states l i ke Texas, 
Georg ia ,  and Alabama were sent to work in low-wage jobs with i n  the f i rst 
weeks to months of the i r  arriva l .  L im ited economical ly and socia l ly by 
the i r  m i n imal Eng l i sh ,  these peop le saw no rea l  way to improve the i r  l iv ing 
cond it ions with i n  the i r  f i rst com m u n it ies of resett lement .  One refugee 
offe red the fo l low ing  eva luat ion of h is i n i t ia l  resett lement exper ience:  
I n  Texas I cou ldn 't speak Eng l i sh  and I cou ldn ' t  go to 
schoo l .  I was worki ng  ten hours a day i n  a rope facto ry 
and I st i l l  d i dn ' t  have money to take care of my fami ly .  
Bes ides ,  Texas is  a pretty rac ist p lace.  I d i dn 't fee l  loved 
unt i l  I jo ined a chu rch . . .  but, I had to leave to learn 
Eng l ish  . . . .  You can't get a good job without Eng l i sh .  
U n l i ke many  states ,  Cal i fo rn ia  i mp lemented the fu l l  range of 
federal ly funded refugee benefits on top of its comparat ive ly  p rog ressive 
welfare pol ic ies . Refugee netwo rks sp read word of Cal ifo rn ia 's remu­
nerative soc ia l  services and job opport u n it ies to those l i v i ng  i n  other  
states . Not  on ly d id  re lative jo in  re lat ive i n  Cal i forn ia ,  but v i l l age members 
reconnected with other  v i l lage members reconst itut i ng  many smal l  South­
east Asian commun it ies with i n  the state . By 1 985,  forty percent of the 
(then)  760 ,000 Southeast Asian refugees in the U n ited States res ided in 
Cal iforn ia .  Wh i le  the  i n it ia l  advantages of reconstituted fam i l ia l  and 
reg iona l  t ies were p ri mari ly soc ia l ,  these new commun it ies wou ld bear 
other  advantages as eth n ic bus i nesses developed to serve ethn ic  en­
c laves and as emp loyed commun ity members used the i r  networks to he lp  
others f ind work. But ,  before members of rural Laot ian comm u n it ies cou ld  
shed the i r poverty , these most  d isadvantaged of refugees wou ld  need to 
take fu l l  advantage of state services . 
The AFDC and Genera l  Ass istance funds g ranted refugees 
provided a secu re if modest monthly i ncome.  Cash ent it lements were 
supplemented by food stamps . Refu gees were q u ic k  to f i nd  stores which 
accepted the i r  food stamps and so ld bas ic commodit ies i n  bu l k. They 
i n it ia l ly mainta i ned an  i nexpens ive d iet by p u rchas i ng  r ice i n  1 00 pound 
bags  (for about twenty-five cents a pound)  and consum ing  the g ra i n  at 
every meal . I n  addi t ion to month ly welfare g rants and food stamps ,  
refugees had access to the fede ra l  Med ica id  p rogram fo r poor people .  
The state of  Cal iforn ia  supp lements Med icaid w i th  addi t ional  benefits 
(Med iCal )  and specia l  fede ral funds f i nanced the creat ion of several 
c l i n ics to serve Southeast Asian refugees in local hosp ita ls . 
I n  add i t ion to these basic state-funded s u rvival benefits, refu­
gees received a id  from p rivate char it ies .  Desp ite the increased f i nanc ia l  
ro le  of the federa l  government i n  refugee resett lement ,  p rivate refugee 
chari t ies were not d ismant led after 1 980.  I ncoming  refugees were sti l l  
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ad mitted under  the auspices of sponsor ing agencies or  i nd iv idua ls .  
Sponsors he lped refugees f ind hous i ng ,  often donated used fu rn i ture ,  
c loth i ng ,  a n d  housewares for the i r  f i rst apartments , a n d  connected 
refugees with appropr iate social service agencies.  Some of my i nfor­
mants reported that Catho l ic Charit ies gave them $1 ,000 upon the i r  
a rr ival i n  the U n ited States i n  o rder  to  set up  the i r apartments . Wh i le  the 
h igh rents and secu rity deposits of  the Cal iforn ian hous ing  market 
consumed most of th is  money,  th is  aid was crucial  in he lp ing  people 
estab l i sh  the i r  f i rst homes.  
The refugees'  f i rst hous i n g ,  found with the he lp  of vo l untary 
agenc ies ,  were usual ly smal l  and i nexpens ive apartments.  More often 
than not ,  the bu i l d i ngs were d i lap idated and l iv ing  quarters were c rowded .  
State services soon  made it poss ib le  fo r  refugees to leave these h u mb le  
f i rst abodes and move i nto pub l ic hous ing  p rojects . Pub l ic hous ing  l i m ited 
rents to twenty-five or  th irty percent of the household 's i ncome.  Th ree to 
fou r  bedroom u n its thus became affo rdable for large fami l ies .  Wh i le  the 
hous ing arrangements of  the fam i l ies i n  my sample often changed , u p  to 
f i fty percent of my sample l ived i n  subs id ized hous ing at  the same t ime 
and th ree-fou rths of  the fami l ies i n  my sample had once l ived i n  pub l ic 
hous ing  p rojects o r  rented h igh ly coveted Sect ion 8 ( rent-subs id ized) 
hous ing .  These rates of ut i l izat ion far exceed the percentage of poor 
fam i l ies (a quarte r) who rece ive some ki nd of  hous ing assistance nat ion­
wide .  Wh i le  I cou ld  not  f ind  written evidence of  pub l ic  hous ing  po l ic ies 
wh ich open ly favored Southeast Asian refugees as new tenants ,  I have 
had conversat ions with pub l ic  hous ing  emp loyees who expressed an 
i nterest i n  ach iev ing rac ia l  balance among hous ing p roject occupants.  
The h i gh  ut i l izat ion and re latively q u ick  access to publ ic hous ing  g ranted 
Laot ian refugees suggest an i nformal p ractice of us ing  I ndoch i nese 
tenants to i nteg rate p redomi nant ly African American hous ing p rojects . 
With government a id and p rivate charit ies cove ri ng  the i r  i m me­
d iate su rvival needs ,  refugees we re able to enro l l  i n  ad u l t  ed ucat ion 
c lasses .  Over th ree-fou rths of  the Southeast As ian refugee popu lat ion 
e n ro l led i n  Eng l ish as Second Lang uage (ESL) classes . 1 6 I n  the 
particu lar adu lt school where I taug ht ,  wait i ng  l i sts of students who 
wanted to reg iste r for ESL c lasses g rew to seve ral  hundred names.  In the 
early 1 980s, a loca l  commun ity co l lege c reated a spec ia l  two year E S L  
p rog ram for refugees without denti ng the ad u lt schoo l  en ro l lment . 1 7  
Despite the i r  i nte rest i n  learn i n g  Eng l i sh  and other  bas ic educa­
t iona l  sk i l l s ,  ru ra l  Laot ians were a d iff icu lt g roup of people to teach .  As 
members of ethn ic m inorit ies in Laos , the i r  i nd igenous lang uages on ly  
recent ly acqu i red written scri pts ( i . e . ,  they were largely a " p re- l i te rate" 
popu lat ion) . The ad ult  men i n  my sample averaged about t h ree years of 
ed ucat ion i n  Laos.  None of the adu l t  women i n  my sample had rece ived 
any formal ed ucat ion i n  Laos.  With th is  meager ed ucat ional  backg round 
there was l itt le foundat ion on wh ich  they cou ld q u ickly b u i ld Eng l i sh  
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language and l iteracy ski l l s .  Teachers were therefore expected to teach 
ad u lts who had ra re ly or  never been in a c lassroom ,  had l i m ited or  no 
l i teracy i n  the i r  own languages, and arrived in c lass speaki ng  al most no 
Eng l i sh .  In order  to reach th is  new popu lat ion of students, ESL teachers 
were forced to make profound refo rms i n  the i r  educationa l  cu rricu lum .  
Teachers th rew out exist ing  textbooks and abandoned many standard 
teach ing  techn iques .  The extent of cu rr icu lar  refo rm was an unusual  
example of spontaneous i nst i tut ional adaptat ion to the needs of a h igh ly 
problemat ic c l i ente le .  
State educat ional  a id was fu rther  extended by emp loyment 
p rog rams (Targeted Assistance P rograms) for Southeast Asian refu­
gees.  U nemployed males accept ing  pub l ic ass istance had to enter 
vocat ional  t ra i n i ng  c lasses to mai nta i n  the i r  fam i ly 's e l i g i b i l i ty for welfare .  
Through  vocat iona l  trai n i ng ,  howeve r, Laot ian men (and  some women) 
learned to become mach i n i sts ,  welders ,  autobody worke rs ,  cooks , car­
penters ,  custod ians , ski l led product ion workers , and ass istant n u rses.  
Refugee emp loyment counse lors he lped refugees f ind the i r  f i rst jobs . By 
prov id i ng  th is  popu lat ion with vocat ional  t ra i n i n g  and emp loyment ass is­
tance,  state a id  he lped Laot ians refugees e nter the labor market and 
eventual ly secu re bette r paying jobs . Once state agencies he lped ru ral 
Laot ians secure the i r  f i rst jobs in Cal i forn ia ,  Laot ian  refugees had the 
fou ndat ion for their  own employment networks . 
Welfare Paternal ism 
Anyone fam i l iar  wi th standard pub l ic assistance benefits wou ld  
f i nd  the extent o f  a id offe red pol i t ical refugees exceeded the state 
assistance g ranted other  poor peop le .  Moreover ,  the ad m in i st rat ion of 
th is  a id deviated f rom the normal p ract ices of welfare off ices . Academic 
art ic les have documented the gap between  lega l  ent it lements to benefits 
and the amou nt of pub l ic  a id actual ly d ispensed . 1 8  When i nterviewing my 
i nformants I expected to learn of myriad prob lems with the i r  welfare 
off ices . I nstead I found that Laot ian refugees as pub l i c  a id  rec ip ients had 
been encou raged to apply for a fu l l  range of state benef its . Moreove r, 
refugees refe rred to the i r  e l i g i b i l i ty workers in su rp ri s i ng ly cord ia l  terms. 
Q uest ions about the i  r re lat ionsh ip  with the i r  welfare wo rkers often e l ic i ted 
enthus iast ic responses l i ke "he is  ve ry ,  very good to me . "  
I att r ibute Laot ian refugees'  u nusua l  re lat ionsh i p  to  t he  welfare 
b u reaucracy to two d ifferent factors . F i rst ,  the context of pol i t ical refugees 
e l i g i b i l i ty for pub l ic we lfare benefits was shaped by the i r  u n ique  re lat ion­
sh ip  to the state .  Because pol i t ical asylees gai ned welfare p riv i leges as 
an admiss ions right ,  the i r  e l i g i b i l i ty for state a id  was assu med rather  than 
quest ioned . Welfare worke rs had a mandate to d i str ibute as many 
benefits to refugees as they we re qual i f ied to rece ive.  G iven th i s  man­
date , the welfare workers serv ing  the refugees wo rked under a reorga-
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n i zed system of d i s p e ns i n g  benefits . Most Cal iforn i a  co u nt ies ass i g n  
e l i g i b i l i ty wo rke rs t o  d iffe re nt types o f  a id  p ro g rams.  A s i n g l e  mot h e r  w h o  
wants t o  apply fo r A F D C ,  food stamps,  a n d  Med icaid benefits wo u l d  g o  
t h ro u g h  t h ree separate i ntervi ews b y  d iffe rent e l i g i b i l ity wo rke rs . 1 9  
Laot ian fa m i l ies ,  b y  contrast, were ass i g ned a s i n g l e  e l i g i b i l ity worker w h o  
c o u l d  d i s pense several f o r m s  o f  a id to one fam i ly .  The reo rg a n i zat i o n  o f  
labor  for welfare worke rs serv i n g  refugees meant that an e l i g i b i l ity wo rke r 
h a n d l ed fewe r cases,  spent more t ime with i n d iv idual  c l i e nts ,  a n d  h ad the 
opport u n ity to add ress the m u lt ip le  needs of c l ie nts and the i r  fa m i l i e s .  As 
the fede ra l  government  rei m b u rsed the state for its i n it ia l  refugee-re l ated 
welfare costs , refu g ees could be added to the state's welfare ro l e s  without  
d e p let i n g  l ocal state o r  cou nty coffe rs . G iven the i r  access to fed e ra l  
res o u rces , loca l  welfare agencies d i d  not  have f inanc ia l  i nce nt ives to 
restr ict a id  to refugee c l i e nts . 
A seco nd so u rce of the cord ia l ity between Laot ian welfa re c l i e nts 
and t h e i r  welfare wo rke rs i s  rooted i n  the employment of South east As ian 
refu gees i n  welfare off ices.  Beg i n n i n g  as i nte rp reters and ass istants to  
welfare e l i g i b i l i ty wo rke rs , many Southeast As ian employees eve nt u a l l y  
became e l i g i b i l i ty workers themse lves . Because most o f  these e m p l oy­
ees had once been welfare rec ip ients ,  the Southeast As i a n  welfare staff 
u n d e rstood the d iff icu lt ies of the i r  c l ients . N o r  we re Southeast As ian 
welfare wo rke rs ab le  to separate themse lves f rom the i r  c l i e nts outs i d e  the 
welfare off ice . As members of  c lose-kn i t  ethn ic  com m u n it ies , Laot ian  
welfare wo rke rs and the i r  Laot ian c l i e nts shared a common c i rc l e  of  
f r iends and acq ua i ntances and atte nded the same soc ia l  events . Were a 
Laot ian welfare wo rke r to t reat a c l i e nt u nfa i rly ,  the wo rke r c o u l d  face 
comm u n ity censu re .  T h u s ,  the struct u re of co m m u n ity re lat i o n s  re i n ­
forced Southeast Asian welfare worke rs '  empathy with t he i r  c l ients .  
As most  Laot ian we lfare rec ip ients i n  Cal iforn ia  we re n ot em­
p l oyed when the i r t h ree yea rs of fede ral a id expi red , the state of Cal ifo rn i a  
cont i n ued to pay t h e i r  welfare benefits unt i l  fam i l ies f o u n d  e m p l oy­
ment . 20 Constra i nts o n  state and cou nty welfare budgets meant that 
South east Asian welfare wo rke rs confronted i nterm ittent p re ss u re to 
e l i m i n ate l o n g e r-te rm,  Cal iforn ia-fu n d ed refugee c l ients f ro m  the i r  case 
load . The ways in which the South east Asian we lfare staff eased these 
cl ie nts off the welfare ro l e s ,  h oweve r, showed cons i d e rat i o n  of their 
c l ie nts'  d i fferent  s ituat ions .  Older AFDC rec ip ients with health p ro b l e m s  
were encouraged to a p p l y  for federa l ly-funded d isab i l ity benefits (SS I ) .  
You n g e r  A F D C  o r  G A  c l i e nts were p laced u n d e r  pres s u re t o  g et job 
trai n i n g  and f ind  work .  One welfare wo rke r exp la i ned h e r  strategy as 
fo l l ows : 
If you a re you n g  and on ly  h ave one c h i ld o r  no c h i l d re n  
a t  al l ,  y o u  have t o  f ind  work. Welfare is  g o o d  for  peo ple 
who need it w h i l e  they a re look ing for work ,  but i t 's  better  
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to h ave a j o b .  I t 's  better  for the clients if they have a job 
because they can get more money . . . .  But  i t 's d iff icu l t  to 
f ind  a good job,  espec ia l ly  if  yo u have a b i g  fam i ly . . . .  
Some people rea l ly need welfare . (emphasis  o ri g i na l )  
By e l i m i n ati ng  some yo u n g e r  and o l d e r  c l i e nts from t h e i r  we lfare 
ro les ,  Southeast Asian welfare pers o n n e l  cou ld  bette r p rotect the AFDC 
status of  c l i e nts deemed most worthy of  p u b l ic assistance . Southeast 
Asian e l i g i b i l i ty worke rs typ ica l ly  tr ied to p rotect the AFDC status of 
midd le-aged ad u lts who cared for an a i l i n g  re l at ive and/o r  several 
c h i l d ren at h o m e .  N ot one of the six l o n g -term A F D C  rec ip ients in my 
sample rep o rted p ress u re from the welfare off ice to f i n d  work. One 
Laot ian AFDC rec i p i e nt to ld me that h e r  e l i g i b i l i ty worker  " knows my 
s ituat ion [wi th  my fami ly] so she neve r te l l s  me to get a job . "  Cogn izant 
of these c l i e nts'  t i me cons u m i n g  fa m i l y  respons i b i l it ies ,  Southeast Asian 
we lfare worke rs did not p ress u re these c l i e nts to e nte r the labor ma rket . 
Stretching the Marg i n s  of S u rvival  
The t i m i n g  of refugee ad miss ions h ad an i m p o rtant i mpact on 
refugees'  expe r iences with pub l ic  po l icy. Cal ifo rn ia  had a l ready enacted 
welfare refo rms making its welfare p ro g ram m o re p rog ress ive than the 
ave rag e state . N ot only were its AFDC payments among the nat ion 's  
most genero u s ,  but  i ts  a id reg u l at ions s u p p o rted the i nteg rity of n uc lear  
and exte nded fam i l ies .  U nt i l  1 988,  for example ,  twe nty-fo u r  states den ied 
AFDC aid to wo men and c h i l d re n  i f  a n  e m p l oyab le  father  was l iv ing  i n  the 
househo l d .  In  Cal iforn ia ,  howeve r,  recent ly u n e m p loyed fathers had long 
been e l i g i b l e  for  th ree months of  AFDC a id  a l o n g  wi th  t h e i r  wives and 
c h i l d re n .  Cal ifo rn ia 's  welfare ru les a lso a l lowed a n uc lear  fam i l y  of AFDC 
rec ip ie nts to cores ide with emp loyed fr ie nds o r  re latives without los ing 
benefits . Th is  g u i d e l i n e  permitted exte nded fam i l ies to l ive together ,  
shar ing h o u s i n g  costs and c h i ldcare respon s i b i l i t ies .  
Welfare ru les wh ich permit  the fathe r's p resence i n  the house­
ho ld  and s u p p o rt exte nded fam i l ies red o u n d  to the econ o m i c  benef it  of 
the e nt i re househo ld . I fo u n d  that househo lds with a h i g h e r  rat io  of ab le­
bod ied ad u lts to dependent members ( i . e . ,  yo u n g  c h i l d re n  and/o r a i l i n g  
ad u lts) we re the f i rst t o  s e n d  fam i l y  members i nto the labo r market. T h u s ,  
h o u s e h o l d  s ize perse was l e s s  s i g n if icant to labor fo rce part ic i pat ion t h a n  
h o u s e h o l d  compos i t i o n .  I n  househo lds co m p rised o f  exte nded fam i l y  
m e m b e rs ,  the p u b l i c  a id  rece ived b y  u n e m p loyed fam i ly members 
s u p p l e me nted the wages earned by employed relat ives .  By d iv id i n g  
h o u s i n g  a n d  l i v i n g  expenses a m o n g  several ad u lts ,  p u b l i c  assi stance 
rec i p ie nts a n d  wo rke rs rea l ized s i g n if icant red uct ions  i n  their  share of the 
da i ly  expenses.  Publ ic  a id rec i p i ents,  h oweve r,  made the i r  b iggest 
contr i but ion to the household  eco nomy t h ro u g h  the e n o rmous energy 
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devoted toward the red uct i o n  of the fam i ly's rep rod uct ion costs.  I n  a 
typ ical  case , g randpare nts cared for  the i r  g randc h i l d re n ,  tended the 
house and coo ked the meals w h i l e  the parents atte nded school  or  
wo rked . W h e re space perm itted , u n e m pl oyed re latives p l a nted g a rd e n s  
and u s e d  the h a rvest to s u pp leme nt m a n y  a fami ly  m e a l .  T h u s ,  a d u l t  
members of exte nded fam i l y  households n o t  o n ly p a i d  a smal l e r  s h a re o f  
the i r  i ncomes toward re nt a n d  o t h e r  f ixed costs , b u t  total expe n d i t u res o n  
food and c h i ldcare were red uced by t h e  do mestic labo r o f  the u ne m ­
pl oyed fam i l y  membe rs .  
I n  some Laot ian househo lds ,  t h e  domestic labor  a n d  p u b l i c  
assistance i n c o m e  o f  u ne m p l oyed re lat ives a l lowed yo u n g e r  fam i l y  
members t o  accept l owe r-wage entry levels jobs.  W i t h  t i m e ,  the m a l e  
wo rke rs ( b u t  o n ly about ha lf t h e  female workers)  i n  my s a m p l e  w h o  had 
accepted lowe r wage jobs we re ab le  to f ind better  jobs .  Without the 
extrao rd i n a ry do mestic labor  of u n e m p loyed re latives to red uce t h e  
fami ly's rep rod uct ion  costs , h oweve r, worki ng fam i l ies wo u l d  h ave had 
fewer reso u rces to b uffe r the hards h i ps of entry- level e m p loyment.  A n d ,  
h a d  welfare po l ic ies i n  Cal i forn ia  sharp ly red uced t h e  benefits o f  state 
c l i e nts who res ided with worki n g  re l at ives, exte nded fami ly  structu re 
wou ld have been undermi ned rat h e r  than supported by socia l  p o l i c i e s .  
Soc ial  Programs and Racial Stereotypes 
W h i l e  the 1 980s were a decade of soc ia l  mob i l ity fo r Southeast 
Asian refugees , oth e r  poor  Americans ,  especia l ly  poor Af r ican A m e ri ­
cans , suffered eco n o m i c  stagnat ion a n d  decl i n e .  I f  w e  a re g o i n g  to 
ce lebrate Southeast Asian refu gees as examples of upward socia l  
m o b i l ity, then we m u st f i rst laud the type of  social  p ro g rams g ra nted 
po l i t ical  asylees.  Laot ian refug ees entered the U n ited States afte r the 
e n actment of s i g n if icant refo rms i n  refugee and we lfare po l ic ies .  Refu­
gees i n  C a l iforn i a  received exte ns ive state aid i n  the i r  need iest t ime of 
resett lement and benef itted fro m  Cal ifo rn ia 's "fam i ly  f r iend ly"  welfare 
reg u latio n s .  Othe r poo r Ame ricans h ave l ived t h ro u g h  d ecades of eco­
nomic exc l u s i o n  and socia l  po l ic ies which assau lted their  fam i l ies .  U rban 
re newal p ro g rams h ave rep l aced cohes ive com m u n it ies with h i g h - rise 
towers of socia l  anomie.  In  comm u n it ies with h igh u n e m p l oyme nt,  the 
de lete r ious i m pact of job lessness has been compo unded by A F D C  ru les 
ban n i ng the father's  p resence i n  the home.  
Yet ,  desp ite the negative i m pact of  many soc ia l  po l ic ies o n  poor 
African Americans,  th is  com m u n ity d i d  rea l ize s i g n if icant economic  
mobi l ity d u ri n g  the U n ited States'  most generous welfare e ra ,  i . e . ,  the  
G reat Soci ety p ro g rams of  the 1 960s and 1 970s . W h i l e  the G reat Soc iety 
p ro g rams d i d  not e rad icate pove rty, recent eva l u at ions of ant i -pove rty 
effo rts have s h own that some educat ion  and job trai n i n g  p ro g rams 
(notably the Job Co rps a n d  C ETA p ro g ram) made s i g n if icant i m p rove-
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me nts in the employment and earn i n g s  reco rd of its part ic i pants . 2 1  The 
pove rty rate among Af r ican A m e ricans fe l l  f ro m  fo rty-e ight percent i n  
1 965 t o  t h i rty percent i n  1 974. 22 T h e  A m e rican econ o my was expa n d i n g  
i n  the 1 960s and early 1 970s,  but  t i mes o f  eco n o m ic expans ion do not 
automatica l ly  i ncorporate poo r peopl e--espec ia l ly  poo r people of color-­
i nto the labor fo rce.  G iven the p resent conce ntrat ion of poor African 
Ame ricans in u rban a reas with dec l i n i n g  eco n o m i c  o p p o rtun it ies and the 
g rowth of b l u e-co l l a r  jobs in the s u b u rb s ,  the n otable years of economic 
expans ion i n  the 1 980s bypassed a s i g t:l if icant p roport ion  of  the African 
American commun ity . 23 
A caref u l  exam i nat i o n  of welfare state po l ic ies reveals that 
d iffe rent g roups of poor people in A m e rica have fo rged stri k i n g ly d ifferent 
re lat ions with the state.  For  most poor peo p l e ,  the host i l e  welfare state of 
the 1 950s and early 1 960s was mod if ied by a series of reforms under  the 
G reat Soci ety pro g rams o n ly to retu rn to hosti le  state-c l ient re lat ions 
under  the social  pol ic ies of Reagan and B u s h .  The 1 980s were an e ra i n  
wh ich Reagan c u t  mate r ia l  a i d  to the p o o r ,  a b o l i s h e d  the successfu l  
C ET A job trai n i n g  p ro g ra m ,  a n d  red uced state reso u rces for  ed ucat ion .  
Despite these g e n e ra l  cutbacks i n  socia l  p ro g rams,  po l i t ical  refugees 
we re offered a co m p rehens ive array of res o u rces .  State aid ra ised 
Southeast As ian refugees'  leve l of educat i o n ,  en hanced the i r job sk i l l s  
and u lt i mate ly increased t h e i r  e m p loyab i l ity . These state-provided as­
sets a re ove rl ooked by cu l tura l  exp lanat ions wh ich red uce social mobi l ity 
to a g iven set of att i tudes and behav iors .  Many Laot ian refug ees do in fact 
espouse the values of educat io n ,  h a rd wo rk, and fam i l y  commitment.  But ,  
i t  was the favo rab l e  condi t ions s u rro u n d i n g  refugee ad miss ion to the 
Ame rican eco nomy that made i t  feas i b l e  fo r them to reta i n  these praise­
wo rthy va lues .  Hypotheses of socia l  m o b i l ity based o n  e rrant ass u m p­
t ions of equal  opportu n ity fa lse ly e l evate the ro le  of c u l t u re i n  social  
mob i l ity. Poor com m u n it ies h ave not al l  had access to the same re­
s o u rces and therefo re s h o u l d  n ot be j udged as if the p l ayi n g  f ie ld  we re 
leve l .  
N OT E S  
1 F ra n k  V i v i a n o ,  " W h e n  Success i s  a Fami ly  Pr ize , "  This World Magazine, 
San Francisco Chronicle, 8 Octob e r  1 98 9 .  
2 M a rk A rax, " T h e  C h i l d  Br ides o f  Cal ifo rn i a , "  Los Angeles Times, 4 M ay 
1 993 . 
3 Cf. Jonathan Habarad , " Refugees a n d  the Structu re of Opport u n ity : 
T rans i t iona l  Adj ustments to A id  A m o n g  the U S  Resett led Lao l u  M i e n ,  
1 980-85 , "  i n  People in Uphea val, e d s .  Scott M o rgan a n d  E l i zabeth 
75 
Explorations i n  Eth n i c  Stud ies 
Colson (New York: Center for M i g rat ion Stud ies ,  1 987) , 66-87 ; J acq u e l i n e  
Desbarats , " Et h n i c  D i ffere nces i n  Ad aptat ion :  S i no-Vietnamese Ref u ­
gees i n  the U n ited States , "  International Migration Review 20,  2 ( S u m m e r  
1 986) : 405-27;  and George M .  Scott , J r . ,  "The H mo n g  Refugee C o m m u ­
n ity i n  San D iego :  Theoretical a n d  P ract ical  I m pl icat ions o f  I t s  Cont i n u i ng 
Eth n i c  So l idarity , "  Anthropological Quarterly 55 ( 1 982) :  1 46-60.  
4 Nathan Cap lan , John W h itmore,  and M a rce l l a  Choy,  The Boat People 
and Achievement in America (An n  A rbor ,  M I :  U n ive rs ity of M ic h i g a n  
P ress ,  1 989) , 1 45 .  
5 Sta n l ey L iebers o n ,  A Piece o f  the Pie (Berkeley, C A :  U n ivers ity of 
Cal ifo rn ia  P ress ,  1 980) , 8-9 .  
6 Semi nal  works deve l o p i n g  these v iews of  race re l at ions i n c l u d e  Robe rt 
Park,  Race and Culture (G lencoe,  I L :  F ree P ress,  1 950) on ass i m i l at ion  
theory ;  N athan G l azer and Patrick Dan ie l  Moyn i h a n ,  Beyond the Melting 
Pot, 2 n d  ed . (Cambrid ge ,  MA:  M IT P ress ,  1 970) o n  eth n i c  p l u ra l i s m ;  and 
Oscar  Lewis , La Vida ( N ew York :  V i ntag e ,  1 965) on the cu ltu re of pove rty.  
7 Off ice of Refugee Resett lement ,  Report to Congress: Refugee Resettle­
ment Program (Was h i ngto n ,  D . C . :  Department of Health and H u man 
Services,  1 98 1 ) ,  1 5 . 
8 Off ice of Refugee Resett lement ,  1 990,  98.  
9 Desbarats , 405.  
1 0 Office of Refugee Resett lement ,  1 986,  1 07 .  
1 1  For examp l e ,  fo rtY-S iX percent of Southeast Asian refugees who 
entered the U n ited States i n  1 98 1  we re i n  the labor force by 1 986 
compared to s ixty-five percent of the U . S .  pop u l at ion as a w h o l e  (Office 
of Refugee Resett lement ,  1 98 7 ,  1 08 ) .  By contrast, f i fty-fo u r  p e rcent of 
1 975 ref ugees we re in the labor force by 1 979 compared to f i fty- n i ne 
pe rcent of the U . S .  popu lat ion as a whole [ (Robert Bach and J e n n ifer  
Bac h ,  " E mployment Patte rns of Southeast As ian Refu gees , "  Monthly 
Labor Review (October  1 980) : 33] .  
1 2 The federa l  Off ice of Refugee Resett lement records i nformat ion on 
refugee earn i n g s  and emp loyment rates d u ri n g  the i r  f i rst f ive years i n  the 
U n ited States ,  maki ng  good long i tud i nal  data on South east Asian refu ­
g e e s '  economic  t rajecto ries scarce .  
1 3 Barry Ste i n ,  "The Experience ot<i3 e i n g  a Refugee:  I ns i g hts f ro m  the 
Research Literat u re , "  i n  Refugee Mental Health in Resettlement Coun-
Kelsey - Welfare Policies and Racial Stereotypes 
tries, eds.  Caro lyn L. Wi l l iams and Joseph Weste rmeyer (Wash i ngton ,  
D .C . : Hemisphere Pub l i sh i ng  Corpo rat io n ,  1 986) , 1 5 . 
1 4 1 66 , 727 Southeast Asian refugees were adm itted to the U n ited States 
in 1 980 compared to 80,678 refugees in 1 97 9  (Off ice of Refugee 
Resett lement ,  1 98 1 , 6) . 
1 5  I n  the years from 1 975 th rough  1 97 9 ,  250, 000 Southeast Asian 
refugees were ad mitted to the U n ited States .  Between 1 980 and 1 984, 
463 , 000 Southeast Asian refugees were ad mitted to the U n ited States 
(Off ice of Refugee Resett lement ,  1 990 ,  A-1 ) .  
1 6  Darrel Monte ro ,  Vietnamese Americans: Patterns of Resettlement and 
Socioeconomic Adaptation in the United Sta tes (Bou lder, CO: Westview 
P ress , 1 979) , 28 .  
1 7 1 n  1 986,  federal  re imbursement of refugee AFDC costs was red uced to 
th i rty-one months.  Federa l  re imbursement of refugee AFDC costs was 
red uced to twe lve months in 1 990 and to fou r  months in 1 99 1  (Off ice of 
Refugee Resett lement ,  1 99 1 , 27) . 
1 8 1 992 Greenbook: Overview of Entitlement Programs (Wash i ngton ,  
D .C . :  Government Pr i nt i ng  Off ice , 1 992) . 
1 9  David Ha ines ,  "The Pursu it of Eng l i sh  and Self-suff ic iency: D i lemmas 
i n  Assess ing Refugee Program me Effects , "  Journal of Refugee Studies 
1 ,  3-4( 1 988) : 1 98 .  
20 Federal Adult Basic Education Report (Sacramento ,  CA: Cal ifo rn ia 
Department of  Educat ion , 1 980-84) . 
2 1  See Frances Fox P iven and R ichard C loward , Regulating the Poor: The 
Functions of Public Welfare (New York:  V i ntage Books,  1 97 1 ) ;  M ichael  
L ipsky ,  Street Level Bureaucracy (New York:  Russe l l  Sage Foundatio n ,  
1 980) ; I da Susser a n d  J o h n  Kren iske ,  "The Welfare Trap : A Pub l ic Pol icy 
for Deprivat ion , "  in Cities of the United States, ed . Leith M u l l i ngs  (New 
York:  Co lumb ia  U n ive rs ity Press ,  1 987) , 5 1 -68 .  
2 2  Al ice Burton ,  "D iv id ing  Up  the Strugg le :  The Consequences of "Sp l i t "  
Welfare Work for U n ion Activism , "  in Ethnography Unbound� M ichael 
B u rawoy et a l .  (Berke ley, CA: U n ive rs ity of Ca l iforn ia P ress) , 85- 1 07.  
77 
Exp lorations i n  Eth nic  Stud ies 
23 Robert Bach ,  "State I nte rvent ion in Southeast As ian Refugee Resett le­
ment i n  the U n ited States , "  Journal of Refugee Studies 1 ,  1 ( 1 988) : 50-51 . 
24See Ch ristopher  Jencks,  Rethinking Social Policy (Cambridge ,  MA :  
Harvard U n ivers ity Press , 1 992) , 70-91 , and  John E .  Schwartz, America 's 
Hidden Success (New York: W.  W. Norton and Co . ,  1 988) for s ucci nct 
reviews of the G reat Society p rograms.  
25James Tob in  et a I . ,  "B lacks in  the Economy , "  i n  A Common Destiny, ed.  
Gera ld  D .  Jaynes and Rob in  M.  Wi l l iams,  J r. (Wash i ngton ,  DC :  N at iona l  
Academy Press ,  1 989) , 278. 
26John  Kasarda ,  " U rban I ndustr ia l  Trans i t ion and the U nderclass , "  in The 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, ed .  
Wi l l i am Ju l i us  Wi lson (Newbury Park, CA :  Sage Pub l icat ions ,  1 989) , 26-
47 . 
78  
Med i a  Disco u rse and the Fem i n izat ion of Poverty 
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Univers ity of  Kentucky 
Source diversity models suggest that by using non-conven­
tional, non-official sources for news content, the prevailing 
perceptions about poor people and their needs would be under­
mined in news coverage. This study found that major newspa­
pers are making efforts to diversify the sources quoted in their 
coverage of poverty issues. However, the portrayals of poor 
people have not changed, particularly for women and people of 
color. Results of this study suggest that source diversity re­
search must go further to explore how sources are used to 
address the problems of the poor and how media influence 
public perceptions of public policy related to welfare and welfare 
reform. 
Introduction 
News o rgan izat ions create an important component  of pub l i c  
d iscourse th rough  the se lect ion of  events to report ,  and the i nterviews 
a n d  s o u rces e m p l oyed to i nt e rp ret these eve nts . As J a n n ette Dates a n d  
Oscar Gandy a rg u e ,  " news ref lects the v iews of  pub l i she rs ,  write rs and 
ed i tors i n  that they each make cho ices about what to i nc l ude ,  excl ude ,  
emphas ize o r  i g no re o n  the bas is  o f  po l i t ica l  ideo log ies . ,, 1 Med ia  
d iscou rse o n  pove rty, fo r i nstance,  fu nctions  as  a med i u m  for  both 
c reati ng  and contest i ng  po l i t ical  c laims about peop le  who a re poor and 
about the i nterests of poor peop le .  Fe m in i st scho lar  N ancy F raser  wri tes:  
We d ispute [ in  the Un ited States] whether exist ing social­
welfare p rograms real ly do meet the needs they purport to 
satisfy. We also argue about what exactly various g roups 
of people real ly do need and about who shou ld have the 
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last word in such matte rs .2 
Th is  art ic le examines and conceptual izes the re lat ionsh ip  between 
med ia d iscourse on  poverty and other  pub l ic d iscou rses on  pove rty 
fo l low ing  the welfare reform Leg is lat ion of 1 988. Specif ica l ly ,  th i s  study 
examines how jou rna l i sts in lead i n g  newspapers i n  the U n ited States 
se lects news sou rces for sto r ies about poverty. To do so, it add resses 
fou r  q uest ions :  How extens ive is coverage in major  newspapers on 
pove rty? How complete i s  coverage on  the causes of poverty? I s  there an 
e l i t ist b ias i n  terms of sources quoted and govern mental themes concern­
ing welfare reform and government respons ib i l ity? And f i na l ly ,  how are 
poor people dep icted i n  the cove rage? 
The paper beg i ns with a d iscuss ion of pub l ic  d isco u rse on 
pove rty i n  the U n ited States and descr ibes several i nterre lated processes 
in the med iation  of poverty. In the next sect ion , the methods ut i l i zed for 
th is study are d iscussed ,  fo l lowed by an  analys is  of the resu lts and a 
conc l ud ing  d iscuss ion  about the imp l icat ions of th is  study's f i nd i ngs  fo r 
soc ia l  change i n  the med ia .  
P u b l i c  D i scourses About Poverty 
The debate over how to red uce the prob lems related to pub l i c  
ass istance3 has  been  rag i n g  fo r  decades.  Those on  the  right  argue  that 
the cu rrent welfare system enco u rages people to stay out of the labor  
force because rec ip ients see pub l ic ass istance as a "free r ide , "  as means 
of  obta i n i ng  reward w i thout  effort .4 Other  commentators c la im that 
rec ip ients are so soc ia l ly  and economica l ly  iso lated that they t h i n k  of 
welfare as a way of l ife , the on ly  one they can envis ion .5 And , scho lars 
such as U n iversity of Ch icago's Wi l l iam J u l i us Wi lson a rgue that depen­
dence on pub l i c  ass istance i s  a rat iona l  response to  d i re economic  
cond i t ions .6 
G iven th is  wide range of perspectives , d iscou rse about poor 
peop le and the i r  needs appears as a s i te of strugg le where g ro u ps wi th 
unequa l  d iscurs ive resou rces compete to estab l i sh  the i r  respective 
sto r ies about leg i t imate social needs . Democrat ic theory assu mes that a 
part icu lar  perspective w i l l  not become subject to leg i t imate state i nte rven ­
t ion  u nt i l  i t  has  been debated across a w ide  range o f  d iscou rse p ubl ics .  
Fu rther ,  most of us re ly on  media to p resent these var ious perspectives . 
As we watch ,  l isten ,  and read about the l i ke ly causes of poverty and 
p roposed state i nte rvent ion-a mediated real ity of poverty is  c reated .? 
The med iat ion  of rea l ity on  poverty cons ists of two i nte rrelated 
processes . F i rst , a lthough  med ia  ut i l izes sources associated with a wide 
range of d iscou rse pub l ics ,  these sources vary g reat ly wi th respect to the 
d istr ibut ion of power in the U n ited States . Sources assoc iated with 
lead i ng  pub l ics such as government off ic ia ls are capable of sett i ng  the 
terms of pol i t ical  debate about pove rty. Other sources , however, are 
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l i n ked to h istorica l ly  marg i na l i zed pub l ics . I n  mass commun icat ions 
research ,  source d ive rs ity stud ies demonstrate that e l ite sou rces are 
favored by reports because they prov ide regu lar ,  c red ib le  (to reporters)  
i nformation .8 As a resu lt ,  these sources tend to domi nate news content, 
and consequent ly skew the balance of sources in the debate about 
poverty issues in med ia d i scou rse .  
I n  add it ion ,  F rase r c la ims that when the voices of  experts and 
bu reaucrat ic sources domi nate the pub l i c  debate i n  med ia  d iscourse ,  the 
people whose l ives are in quest ion become repos i t ioned.  Media rep re­
sentat ions of poor people create i mages of poverty. For example ,  i n  the 
contemporary debate on  welfare ,  poo r people are posit ioned as recip i­
ents of predef ined services rather  than act ive agents i nvolved i n  i nte r­
p ret ing  the i r  needs and shap ing  the i r  l i fe cond i t ions .9 
Not on ly  does med ia  reposi t ion the poor as rec ip ients of services, 
but it a lso serves to rac ia l i ze our understand i ng  of poverty . In stud ies of 
med ia ,  race,  and modern rac i sm ,  researchers concl ude that med ia 
content i nf l uences Amer ican 's  percept ions about how d iffe rent racia l  and 
ethn ic  m inority g roups a re fari ng  socia l ly  and economica l ly and whether  
the d istribut ion of econom ic resources is  equ itab le . 1 0 G .  B lake Armstrong  
and K imberly Neuendorf ,  fo r  examp le ,  ma inta i n  that the  assoc iat ion of 
Af rican Americans in news sto r ies concern i n g  p rotest, poverty, welfare ,  
cr ime,  and  unemp loyment contri butes to  be l iefs i n  rac ia l  i nfer io rity. 1 1  
S im i larly ,  Robert E ntman argues :  
Real ity a lone does not exp la in  the news construct ions of 
real ity, they are f ramed by e l i te d iscourse . . . .  Other 
e lements of t rad i t iona l  American ideo logy that wh ite 
e l ites do genera l ly  ag ree upon (or at least endorse 
rhetor ical ly) and that pers i st w ith i n  the cu ltu re wi l l  more 
cons istent ly shape the news , and the aud ience's pro­
cess i ng  of i t . 1 2  
These ideolog ical  e l e ments i n c l u d e  a d i strust of b ig  gove rnment ,  and 
more important ly, the assumpt ion that i nd iv idua ls  are respons ib le  for 
the i r  own fate . The Ame rican emphas is  on  i nd iv idua l ism recasts the 
expe rience of rac ism and sex ism as i n d iv idua l  rather  than societal 
p rob lems and den ies the h istory and structu re of d iscr i m i nat i on .  
The  mediat ion o f  poverty a lso works to  repos i t ion the status of 
women in Ame rican society. Fem i n ist scho lars ,  for i nstance,  contend that 
med ia d iscourse segments and depol i t ic izes so-cal led women 's  issues 
i nto spec ia l ized arenas ,  typica l l y  the fam i ly . 1 3 The depol i t ica l i zat ion  
p rocess p its p rivate-domestic matte rs agai nst pub l ic-po l i t ica l  matters .  
Mass med ia  fu rther  part ic i pates i n  the depol i t ica l i zat ion  p rocess by 
emphas iz ing persona l  and d ramat ic qua l it ies of events ,  and iso lat i ng  
stor ies from one another  so that i nformat ion i n  the  news becomes 
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f ragmented , tr ivia l ized , and hard to assemble i nto a b ig p ictu re . 1 4  Th is  
k ind of  coverage prec l udes i nte rpretat ions l i n ki ng  p rivate t roub les such 
as welfare re l iant u nwed mothers and the i r  ch i l d ren to pub l i c  issues ,  
specif ica l ly ,  economic retrenchment and unemployment. 
The Fam i ly  Support Act of 1 988 i l l ustrates this prob lemat ic .  
Accord i ng  to Susan Popki n ,  the Fami ly  Support Act d id  l itt le to que l l  the 
pub l ic  debate about welfare reform . 1 5  One of  i ts  underlyi ng  assumpt ions 
i s  that ab le-bodied , welfare- re l iant c it izens have lost  the i n i t iat ive to work. 
The ut i l izat ion of govern ment i ncentives th rough th is new leg is lat ion a re 
i ntended to reduce the n u mbers of people on  welfare ro l l s . 16 To do  so ,  
the new law institutes work req u i rements for some rec ip ients ,  req u i res a l l  
states to provide benefits to  two-parent fam i l ies ,  and estab l ishes new 
pol ic ies for co l lecti ng  ch i l d  support .  Yet as Popkin argues ,  the new reform 
affects only a ve ry smal l  nu mber of poor peop le .  L itt le attent ion has been 
devoted to th is  fact i n  the med ia .  G iven the media is  the main sou rce fo r 
such understand ings ,  we must carefu l ly i nterrogate and analyze its 
content to uncover the ways in wh ich the problems of poverty are framed , 
exp la i ned , and understood .  With i n  th is  social  and h istorical context, th is  
a rt ic le exp lores whose voices and whose perspectives enter  i nto med ia 
d iscou rse about poverty and asks us to cons ider why th is is so .  
Method 
Data were co l lected from five major  da i ly U . S .  newspapers :  the 
Wall Street Journal, the Christian Science Monitor, the Los Angeles 
Times, the New York Times, and the Washington Post. Us ing  the i ndex 
with i n  each paper, every story refe renced as a story about poverty or  
welfare was selected d u ri ng  the  fou r-year period January 1 988 th rough  
December 1 992.  
A cod ing  i nstrument was used to quant ify some of the data.  The 
analysis exp lored subjects of the sto ries , sto ry emphases , types of stor ies 
written ,  stat ist ics used , sou rces quoted , and race of the subject(s) used 
in photographs .  Story emphasis were measu red with an open-ended 
quest ion :  What issues are raised in  th is  sto ry? The responses were then 
categorized for analys is .  
I n  addit ion ,  sto ry t reatment was coded as e i ther  issue-or iented or 
featu re-or iented . Issue-oriented reports were def ined as art ic les p rov id­
ing an overview or  backg round  of poverty or  an aspect of poverty. 
Catego ries scaled as issue-or iented dealt with the weakness of cu rrent 
effo rts to e l im i nate poverty the causes of poverty and identif icat ion of 
proposed solut ions .  Feature-or iented sto ries we re def ined as human 
i nterest stories focus ing  on i nd iv idua l  tr i umphs or  prob lems.  Categories 
scaled as feature-or iented inc l uded the use of a case study related to 
personal  or  i nd iv idua l  c i rcu mstances. These categories dealt  with the 
personal strugg le  of an i nd iv idua l  or  a fami ly  i n  poverty , or  exist ing 
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prog rams des igned to f ight poverty. 
The th ree stat ist ical refe rences catego ries were: 1 )  stat ist ics 
present i ng  the percentages of people of co lor  who a re in poverty (by U .S .  
govern ment standards) o r  are benef ic iar ies o f  pub l i c  ass istance ; 2 )  
percentages o f  t he  number o f  wh ite people who  a re i n  poverty (by U .S .  
govern ment standards) o r  are benef ic iaries o f  pub l i c  ass istance ; and  3) 
percentages of the total numbers of peop le  i n  poverty (by U . S .  govern­
ment standards) or a re benef ic iar ies of pub l i c  ass istance. 
The names and t i t les of sources quoted we re recorded.  Each 
sou rce quoted was recorded on ly one t ime per sto ry .  Source tit les we re 
then categorized for analys is .  Add it iona l ly ,  subjects of the story were 
categorized as : 1 )  ab le-bod ied ,  ret i red and/o r u nemp loyed , i mpover­
ished women who were not welfare-re l iant ;  2) ab le-bod ied , ret i red and/ 
or u nemployed ,  i mpoverished men who were not welfare- re l iant ;  3) able­
bod ied , we lfare-re l iant men; 4) able-bod ied ,  welfare-re l iant women ;  and 
5) d isabled , impover ished men and women .  An  i nte r-coder  re l iab i l i ty 
check was estab l ished with e ighty-seven percent agreement .  
Analysis 
An exam inat ion of the stories about poverty ove r the fou r-year 
period y ie lded th i rty-e i ght a rt ic les on poverty for ana lys i s .  A comparison 
of the art ic les i n  the f ive newspapers revealed that the New York Times 
(twelve stories) pub l ished more reports than any of the newspapers 
stud ied . The Los Angeles Times fo l l owed with e ight sto r ies ,  the Wash­
ington Postand Christian Science Monitorpub l i shed seven stories each ,  
and the Wall Street Journal pub l ished fou r  sto r ies.  
Most of the newspaper coverage  was re lated to welfare refo rm 
leg is lat ion and government p rog ram deve lopment (27 .27%) . References 
i n  story coverage were made to cost of beneHts to government ( 1 6 .88%) , 
lack of motivat ion of welfare benef ic iar ies ( 1 5 .58%) , and personal i nad­
eq uacies (23 .37%) . Fewer ment ions were re lated to job lessness and 
economic dec l i ne  (7 .80%) and social  d iscrim i nat ion (9 .09%) . 
A value- laden d isti nct ion was found between  "deserv ing "  men 
and women ,  and " undeserving "  women in the media d i scou rses about 
poverty. For example ,  a total of s ix refe rences were made to men i n  the 
stor ies .  Cons istent ly ,  men 's economic condit ions were refe rred to as 
"without work o r  unemp loyed . "  The two reports about e lderly  women i n  
pove rty descr ibed t h e  women a s  i nnocent v ict ims l iv i ng  under  changed 
socia l -economic cond it ions .  One art ic le h i g h l i g hted the c i rcu mstances of 
a seventy-year o ld  widowed woman :  
I never rea l ized the  consequences o f  work ing  i n  low­
payi ng  jobs that do not offer both Socia l  Secu rity and a 
pens ion . . . .  No  one d iscussed it then .  It was just assu med 
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that you r  h usband wou ld take care of you . 1 7 
I n  another art ic le describ i ng  the impover ish ment of e lderly n uns :  
E lderly nuns are i n  ret i rement bi nds because, un l i ke the 
male h ierarchy who contro l led the co l lection p late , the 
s isters put ne ither their  trust i n  money nor the i r  money i n  
trust. 1 8  
On the other  hand ,  the majo rity of the pove rty cove rage con­
cerned unemp loyed ,  welfa re-re l iant women of ch i ldbeari ng  age (f ifty 
pe rcent of twenty-e ight total ment ions of story subjects ) .  A Wall Street 
Journal art ic le head l i ne reads :  "Good G i rl s  Fare Better In Standard of 
L iv i n g . , , 1 9  A hosp ital n u rse 's statement of att ribut ion ( Christian Science 
Monitoi) charges :  "He 's  [pat ient 's baby boy] go ing  to be another toy fo r 
he r  to p lay with . . .  I t 's  po i nt less to teach her  about parent i n g . : '20 Another 
front-page art ic le i n  the New York Times descr ibes the causes of poverty 
for most welfare rec ip ients in a d isparag i ng  way: "Th is  is not the South 
B ronx o r  Appalach ia ,  where poverty often is  att r ibuted to the cu l tu re or 
behav ior ,  to rac ism,  or  reckless ch i l dbeari n g . , , 2 1  
Such references are made about subjects i n  t h e  reports . A l l though 
poor people were used as sources i n  22 .86% of the total cove rage ,  over 
f i fty percent of the people i n  pove rty were quoted i n  the New York Times. 
Two of the f ive newspapers stud ied ,  the Wall Street Journal and the 
Washington Post, d id  not  use quotes by poo r peop le at  a l l .  
O f  t he  sto r ies i nc l ud i ng  stat ist ics about poverty, the majo rity (f ifty 
pe rcent of th i rty-two) of the refe rences emphas ized the n umber of people 
of co lor  i n  poverty and total n umbers of peop le in  poverty (43 .75% of 
th i rty-two) . A l though the majo rity of the stories reported poverty rates of 
people of co lor ,  on ly  6 .25% of the sto ries reported wh ite poverty rates . 
These f i gu res contrast sharp ly to actua l  percentages of women i n  
pove rty: 38% o f  women w h o  rece ived A i d  t o  Fam i l ies with Dependent 
C h i l d ren  are whi te ,  compared to 40% who are B lack, 1 6% Lati no ,  2 . 7% 
As ian , and 1 .3% American I nd ian .22 News med ia reports of welfare­
re l iant women of color without comp l imentary stat ist ics of welfare- re l iant 
wh ite women mask the fact that so many poor women are wh ite and 
makin g  welfare a too l i n  the pol i t ics of race .  
The  newspape rs a l so  used  over twice as m a n y  visuals  of 
women of color in pove rty as wh ites i n  pove rty. Out  of the ten 
photographs used , seven of the photographs were of women of co lor .  
O n ly th ree photog raphs were of wh ite wome n .  Such v isual  cho ices 
f u rther  re i nscr ibe i mages of the poo r as women of co lor. I n  addi t ion ,  the 
majo rity of the cove rage was featu re-or iented . Of the th i rty-e ight  sto r ies , 
73 .68% of the coverage was featu re-or iented and 26 .32% of the cover­
age was issue-o r iented . These resu lts suggest that ve ry few of the 
articles d iscussed the societal rea l it ies that contr ib ute to poverty . Fu r-
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ther ,  these data reveal that med ia  reports on poverty adopt a ve ry narrow 
perspective of pove rty and its causes , part icu larly fo r women . 
Placing the News paper Coverage of Poverty i n  Context 
Robert Sta l l i ngs  c la ims that an iso lated i nc ident and a ser ies of 
l i ke events are qu ite d iffe rent i n  terms of the log ic  req u i red to make them 
sens ib le .  The iso lated i nc ident i s  eas ier  to d ism iss  (and to d i sown) as an 
aberrat ion ,  an except ion , or  a resu lt of improbably c i  rcumstances that are 
u n l i kely to be dup l icated .  A patte rn , on the other  hand , imp l ies regu lari ­
t ies ,  repeated occu rrences that are d iff icu lt to d i sm iss as chance.23 
Ma intai n i ng  the s i ngu lari ty of c i rcu mstance can be an i mportant 
aspect of what Frase r ca l ls  depol i t ic izat io n .24 Jou rna l i sts ,  aided by the i r  
news sources,  fac i l itate t he  depol i t ic izat ion p rocess th rough  t he  creat ion 
of  images in  the pub l ic  arena.  Med ia accou nts wh ich l i n k  women to 
s i ngu lar  events ( i . e . ,  ch i l dbeari ng outs ide of wed lock ,  choos ing  welfare 
benefits) p rec lude an understand ing  of the systemic reasons for which 
such "cho ices" are made.  Consequent ly ,  the p laus i b i l i ty of  poor women 
be ing labeled as deviant i ncreases ,25 and the lack of concern fo r the i r  
issues as  pol it ical  matte rs i nc reases . Further ,  the med ia  favors personal  
or  psycho log ica l  exp lanat ions ove r pol i t ical and soc ia l  exp lanat ions in 
poverty d iscou rse.  These exp lanations are most l i ke ly to be prevalent 
because they su it the needs of the contr i buto rs to med ia d iscou rse.  
F ina l ly ,  focus ing  on  the i nd iv idua l ist ic aspects of pove rty s imp l i f ies the 
comm un icat ion p rocess for jou rnal ists . Featu re and event-or iented treat­
ments of poverty are s i mply eas ier  to write than those contai n i ng  more 
complex, soc io-economic exp lanat ions .  
Through  such exp lanat ions for pove rty, the med ia  powe rfu l ly  
constructs a va l ue- laden f ramework on  soc ia l  issues .26 I n  the reports on  
pove rty i n  the New York Times, efforts were made by  jou rna l i sts to  use 
poor people as sou rces.  One m ight assume that as the use of d iverse 
sou rces in news cove rage g rows , soc ia l  and po l i t ica l  explanat ions of 
pove rty wo u l d  also i ncrease.  However, the sto ry emphases of the 
newspape rs stud ied did not vary in s i gn if icant ways . Thus ,  newspaper 
representat ions of poor people occu r  with i n  a gerrymandered f ramework. 
Through  pol i t ical  sens ib i l it ies and commerc ia l  p ressu res ,  newspape r 
stor ies se lective ly construct the boundar ies with i n  wh ich i mages of poo r 
people are constructed and mai nta ined .  
The conc lus ions  d rawn f rom my conte nt analys is  offer f u rther  
support to the c la ims of theor ists that reporters se lect med ia  events and 
issues to f i t  the i r  aud ience's expectat ions .  Exposu re to the resu l t i ng  
stereotypes over  t ime may make poor  women and peop le  of  co lor  appear 
cons istent ly th reaten i ng  and bu rdensome,  demand i ng  and u ndeserv ing  
o f  accommodat ion by  government .  I f  hu mane welfare po l icy is  to  be  
fu rther  advanced i n  combi nat ion w i th  t rad it iona l  democrat ic  l i be rt ies , the  
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endu ri ng  pub l ic anger about poor people must be corrected . Such a 
po l i t ical approach imp l ies a med ia  d iscourse that makes connect ions  
between hard economic i ssues and personal  "choices . "  
Because mass commun icat ion i s  a f lu id  p rocess ,  sou rce d ive r­
s ity mode ls  suggest that by us i ng  more non-offic ia l ,  non-convent iona l  
sources for news sto ries in  a stat ist ica l ly representat ive manner ,  the 
p reva i l i ng  negative percept ions about the poo r cou ld be g reat ly under­
m i ned .  Fu rthe r, by identifyi ng  and h i g h l ight ing news sto ry "e lements" that 
sh ift respons ib i l i ty to d iffe rent actors ( i . e . ,  the government and the soc ia l  
forces such as unemp loyment) , d iffe rent pol i t ical so lut ions can be b rought 
to l i g ht .  
In  concl us io n ,  th is  study f inds that when med ia port ray peop le  in  
pove rty,  i t focuses on the i nd iv idua l ,  rather than re lated i nst i tut ions .  
Newspape r representat ions are ideo log ical to  the  extent that the as­
sumptions u nderlyi ng  med ia d iscou rse ( i . e . ,  i nd iv idual ism and meritocracy) 
sh ift ou r  understand ing  away from socia l  processes to matte rs of i nd i ­
v i dua l ,  rat iona l  cho ice .  Such  rep resentat ions appear natu ra l  and i nevi ­
tab le rather  than the resu lt of soc ia l  and po l i t ical strugg les over powe r. I n  
most i nstances , when newspapers report o n  poverty , gove rn mental 
po l icy is not cha l lenged and the u nderly i ng  social  and economic fo rces go 
u nexamined.  Th us ,  the med iat ion  of rea l ity remains a major  p rob lem for 
poor people in the U n ites States '  "democrat ic"  society. 
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Race, Gender,  and the Status-Q u o :  
Asian and Afri can American Relations 
in a Hol lywood Fi l m  
Clarence Spigner 
U n ivers ity o f  Wash i n gton 
Hollywood films play a significant role in constructing and 
reinforcing inter-eth nic tensions th rougH negative representa­
tions of Asian Americans and African Americans. While white 
males are most often depicted as smart and romantically 
desirable, thereby reinforcing an ideology of white male domi­
nance, Asian Americans and Blacks are typically diminished to 
demeaning and secondary status. Thi article explores these 
racist steretotypes in director Michael Cimino's 1 9985 film 
Year of the Dragon (as well as a number of other Hollywood 
films), arguing that such race and gender-specific imagery is 
functional; for while it promotes race/gender stereotypes, it 
also serves to rationalize white dominance as necessary to 
sustain the status-quo. 
I ntrod uction 
" Seeing comes before words. " 
-John Berger 1 
Contemporary i mages of race re lat ions i n  the U n ited States 
come not on ly  f rom what we read , but what we see in movies and 
te lev is ion .2 D rawing  f ro m  Me lvi n DeFle u r  and Sand ra 8a l l -Rokeach 's  
work on  the media ,  wh ich arg ues that structu ral functiona l i sm as a 
theoret ical f ramework imp l ic i t ly p romotes socia l  harmony and s upports 
the status-quo ,3 th is  art ic le argues that Ho l lywood f i lm  supports a rac ist 
status quo through  its i mages of race and gender-specif ic stereotypes. 
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Many c ri t ics have advanced s im i lar  arguments about f i lm .  Fo r example ,  
Jacque l i ne  Bobo describes B lack female/male re lat ionsh ips i n  Steven 
Sp ie lberg 's  The Color Purple ( 1 985) as sustai n i ng  the dominant (white) 
ideo logy;4 M ichael  Omi  and Howard Winant see the prevalence of racia l  
stereotypes as a means to susta in  U . S .  rac ia l  format ion ;5 K. Sue Jewe l l  
observes the i nterna l izat ion  o f  negat ive imagery re i nforces a wh ite 
status-quo;6 and Ch rist ine Choy argues that Herbert Sh i l l e r's  book The 
Mind Managers describes the reproduct ion of ste reotypical i mages of 
As ian Americans in televis ion and f i l m .? 
Reasons for focus ing on  African American and As ian American 
re lat ions (with i n  the context of wh ite mai nstream c inema) also stem from 
actua l  l ife occu rrences of i gnorance and mutual estrangement between 
B lacks and As ian Americans .  In 1 986,  fo r i nstance, Japanese P ri me 
M i n ister Yash io  Nakasone s l u rred Afr ican Americans and H ispan ics as 
i nte l lectua l  i nfer iors .8 Karl Z insme ister reported fee l i ngs  of p rejud ice 
aga inst Asian Americans "from top (wh ite co rporat ions) to bottom (B lack 
underclass) . ,,9 The late 1 980s and early 1 990s saw segments of the 
African American commun ity stag i ng  boycotts agai nst Ko rean g roce rs in 
New York and Los Angeles .  I n  1 992 , Korean American bus inesses were 
a l leged to be special  targets of Los Angeles rioters fo l l owing  the acq u ittal 
of wh ite pol ice who beat Rodney K ing .  Letha Lee reported tens ions 
between poor B lacks and Southeast As ian refugees over competit ion for 
socia l  welfare resou rces. 1 0 Roger Dan ie ls  poi nted to overt rac ist com­
par isons by neo-conservat ives between  the B lack underc lass and more 
u pward ly  mobi le  Japanese and Ch i nese Americans. 1 1  John R usse l l  
conc luded that much o f  B lack/As ian antagon ism is  rooted i n  rac ist 
imagery p romoted th rough commerc ia l  med ia ,  such as the k ind  seen i n  
many Ho l lywood f i lms . 1 2 
Th is  paper shows how Ho l lywood's l i m ited percept ions of As ians 
and B lacks ref lect and re i nforce rac ia l  strat if icat ion and promote i nte rra­
c ia l  antagon isms .  By do ing so, the ro le of wh ite rac ism in decontextual ized 
and natu ral ized i n  f i lm ,  thereby justifyi ng the dominant status-quo or 
exist i ng  rac ia l  h ie rarcy. D i recto r M ichael  C im ino 's Year of the Dragon 
( 1 985) , a pol ice act ion f i lm  about a ruth less Ch inese American subcu l ture 
i n  N ew York C ity, is a good example of th is  p rob lemat ic .  G i na  Marchetti 
has made s im i la r  observat ions conce rn i ng the unbalanced depict ions of 
Ch inese Americans in C im i no 's  f i lm . 1 3 I n  add i t ion ,  Lan Nguyen has 
raised s im i lar  issues about Japanese and Asian American re lat ions i n  
Ph i l  Kaufman's Rising Sun ( 1 993) . 1 4  And ,  Donald Bog le  has  also 
expressed concerns regard i ng  percept ions of African Americans in 
Ho l lywood c inema. 1 5  In sum ,  these writers contend that popu lar  c i nema 
has t rad i t ional ly devalued B lacks and Asians with ro les as subserv ient ,  
depraved,  o r  d is ruptive characte rs compared to more posit ive po rtrayals 
of wh ite peop le .  Th is artic le exp lores these issues i n  deta i l  in  C im ino's 
controversia l  f i lm  Year of the Dragon. 
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E nforcing the Status-Quo:  
Year of the Dragon as a Pr ime Exam ple 
M ickey Rou rke , the unwashed wh ite acto r who sexual ly domi ­
nated T .V . 's  Cosby ch i ld  L isa Bonet i n  Ange l  Heart ( 1 987) , po rtrays Po l ish 
American po l ice capta i n  Stan ley Whi te ,  determ i ned to b ri n g  law and order  
to  New York  C ity's Ch i natown i n  Year of the Dragon. Wh ite's persona ,  
described as " the most decorated pol iceman on  the fo rce , "  estab l i shes 
h im as an American symbol of " rugged i nd iv idua ls i m . "  Wh ite (Rou rke) 
bruta l ly  "sed uces" the f i lm 's  pr inc ip le Ch i nese American female ,  T .V .  
news jou rna l i st T racy Tzu (Ariane) and beats up  the C h inese American 
male antagono ist Joey Tai (John Lone) . Tai i s  described as "s lender  and 
se lf-possessed . . .  S l i ght ly p rissy and impat ient" 1 6  and is  constructed as 
more effem i nate in contrast to a more v i r i le  White. C h i natown "mafia"  
e lders and a maraud i ng  youth gang , the latte r paral l e l i ng  pub l ic  fea r of  
gu n-b lasti n g ,  dope-dea l i ng  B lack u rban youth gangs,  are p resented as 
respons ib le  fo r societal d isharmony. Thus ,  po l ice oppress ion is  rep re­
sented as a soc ia l ly  accepted force needed to resto re soc ia l  equ i l i b ri u m .  
Po l iceman Wh ite is  i nd icative o f  Ho l lywood 's  t rad i t ion o f  bu l l ies 
with badges who emerged d u ring  the N ixon ad m i n istrat ion  with Harry 
Cal lahan (C l i nt Eastwood i n  Don S iege l 's  Dirty Harry, 1 97 1 ) 1 7  and 
" Popeye" Doy le kGene Hackman i n  Wi l l iam Fr iedk in 's  The French Con­
nection, 1 97 1  ) . 1 These openly rac ist/sex ist p ro letar iate cops,  empha­
s iz ing  the i r wh ite eth n ic ity, became leg it i m ized as myth ic  " u rban cow­
boys " from American fo lk lore updated for the post-Vietnam and cr ime­
r idden e ight ies .  Galvan iz ing  the ignorance and fear of the American 
mainstream ,  a po l ice-vi g i lante mental ity i s  deemed as necessary to 
subord i nate the rampant dysfunct ional ity of dark strangers at p rey in the 
c i t ies '  mean streets . 
The Wh ite Eth n i c  American Versus the Racial  Stereotype 
E u ras ian acto r John Lone ,  seen in Fred Schep is i 's  Iceman 
( 1 984) and Bernardo Bertolucc i 's  The Last Emperor ( 1 987) , is red uced 
to secondary status as the antagon ist Joey Tai in C i m i no 's f i l m .  A 
restau rant owner and asp i ri ng  cr ime boss ,  Tai pu rsued the American 
D ream by capita l i z i ng  on the u nderg round economy (the hero i n  t rade) .  
B ut an i nescapable d i st i nct ion between America's h i sto ry o f  mu lt i -ethn ic  
gangster ism and Ta i  i s  h is  rac ia l  (and  not  eth n ic) phenotype.  Here ,  Joey 
Tai shares the d ist i nct ion of v is i b i l i ty with Af r ican Americans .  U n l i ke the 
wh ite ethn i c  I ta l i an  American hood l ums in Frances Copp la 's  Godfather 
f i lms  ( 1 972,  1 974 , 1 990) , o r  Jewish and I rish American gangste rs i n  
Serg io  Leone 's Once Upon a Time in America ( 1 984) , o r  I ta l ian/ I r ish 
American crim i na ls  in  Martin Scorsese's Goodfellas ( 1 990) , Tai 's ruth­
lessness seems devo id  of  an objective h istor ical context .  Year of the 
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Dragon leaves the impress ion  of a cold , calcu lati ng  u rban imm ig rant born 
of a c rim inal  subcu l ture (the Tr iads are noted to be a thousand years o ld ) . 
Societal response to such a l ien  out laws bent on  d isrupt i ng  the smooth 
fu nct ion i ng  of the status-quo  i s  a WASP war hero who has been po l i t ica l ly 
sanct ioned to re-estab l i sh  socia l  harmony.  
Boundaries : A Thin  B l ue Line 
Emi le Durkhe im  ( 1 858- 1 9 1 7) suggested that deviance in society 
is  fu nctiona l ,  for it estab l i shes boundaries which def ine socia l  norms. 1 9 
V is ib le As ian crim i na ls i n  Year of the D ragon act more as boundary 
markers to def ine non-confo rm ist behav ior. As the status-quo 's armed 
g uards ,  the pol ice .. operate to keep the exist i ng  st ructu re in tact by 
ma intai n i ng  "acceptab le "  behavior .  The pol ice are arrogant ,  uno rthodox 
u rban cowboys/so ld iers p resented as i ndependent ,  tough ,  and resou rce­
ful and who face ove rwhe l m ing  odds from marg i na l ized and dysfu nc­
t ional  people .  Thus they a re compe l led to t rample over const i tut iona l  
r ig hts i n  o rder to  keep society safe in  sp ite of  the l i be ra l  ru l i ngs  of  the 
1 970s Warren Court .  
Th is  cons istent post-Vietnam image of  a rac ist b ut ga l lant hero­
cop who does not apologize fo r race-bash i ng  fo l l owed the socia l  up­
heaval of the 1 960s and prog ress ive 1 970s . By the decade of Reagan­
Bush ,  aud iences seemed cond i t ioned to accept m i l i tar ist ic po l ice behav­
ior as if cop=b igotry was on ly a m inor  i nd iscret ion to mainta i n  des i red 
social harmony. 
The power of b roadcast med ia  ed ucated the pub l ic  about c iv i l  
r ig hts workers be ing  hammered i nto the pavement by red neck sheriffs , 
and televis ion b rought the Vietnam War i nto American l iv ing  rooms ,  
hasten i ng  its end .  But Jewe l l  Tay lor  G i bbs a l so  notes how televis ion  and  
f i lm  a l so  he lps  "foste r the negat ive ste reotype o f  b lack men as c ri m i na ls ,  
d rug  add icts ,  buffoons ,  and h ust lers ,  and black women are port rayed as 
medd l i n g  matr iarchs ,  sexy 'Shapp i res , '  dumb domestics , and welfare 
widows . , , 20 At present ,  the "us  versus them" port rait pe rpetrated by 
Ho l lywood's power e l ite is  in part respons ib le  for pub l ic support fo r 
p u n it ive cr im ina l  j ustice po l ic ies .2 1  Arg uably ,  such ente rta in ment h as 
he lped to create a g reater to le rance for po l ice b rutal ity agai nst rac ia l  and 
eth n ic  m inorit ies , b rutal ity seen to be necessary fo r mainta i n i ng  the socia l  
system's equ i l i b ri u m .  
I n  Year o f  the Dragon, pol iceman Wh ite is t o  Ch inatown's As ian 
Americans what the Ku K lux Klan are to Afr ican Ame ricans i n  D .  W.  
G riff i th 's Birth of a Nation ( 1 9 1 5) . As the ma in  p rotagon ist ,  the aud ience's 
ident if icat ion with Wh ite's racist demeanor in an age of cont i n u i ng 
inequa l ity22 suggests how S im i  Val ley's j u ry cou ld  f ind Los Angeles 
po l icement " not g u i lty" of v ic ious ly beat ing  B lack motorist Rod ney K ing in  
the spri ng  of 1 992. In  a society based on  race,  gender, and economic 
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strat if icat ion ,  reprehe ns ib le behavior  by the a rmed g uards of the status­
quo is condoned when perce ived as necessary to keep the estab l i shment 
safe from strangers of a d iffe rnt co lor .  
The c i nematic construct ion of a wh ite pos it ive/co lor  negative 
d ichotomy d im i n ishes rac ia l  to lerance and u nderstand i ng .  Th is soc ia l ly  
sanct ioned and val ue- laden dua l ity re i nfo rces soc ia l  strat i f icat ion and 
negative ly i n f l uences i nterperso na l  re lat ionsh i ps betwee n m i no rity 
coup les .23 
Female/Male Antagon ism : 
Exogamous and Endogamous I m p l icati ons 
Year of the Dragon 's two pr inc ipa l  As ian American characte rs ,  
Tzu  (Ariane) and Ta i  (Lone) , are seen as antagon ist ic and estranged from 
each other as are the B lack couples in Steven Sp ie lberg 's  The Color 
Pu rp le ( 1 985) re leased the same year. The lack of As ian rec iprocal 
romances compared to thousands featur ing  lovi n g  wh ite coup les funct ion 
to re i nforce the k ind of domi nant ideology po i nted out by Jewe l l ,  Bobo,  
and Guererro , wh ich devalues B lack re lat i onsh ips ,  and by Choy and 
Renee Taj ima that d i m i n ishes As ian romances.24 Me lford Weiss 's 
earl ier  anth ropo log ica l  study revealed how mass media 's p ro l ife rat ion of 
wh ite males as mascu l i ne/romant ic ideals p rod uces an "Asian male 
negat ive/Asian female posit ive d ichotomy" and enco u rages Ch i nese/ 
Caucas ian dat i ng  patte rns.25 
Taj ima sees Year of the Dragon's dep ict i on  of Tzu as an As ian 
woman not i nte rested i n  any As ian man . 26 Agai nst the usua l  ste reotype ,  
Tzu  is  i n i t ia l ly  i ndependent and asse rtive b ut rema ins  co ld  and e l i t ist 
part icu larly towards fe l low Ch inese Americans .  Yet she  is cu r iously 
acqu iescent to wh ite male autho rity. As the f i l m 's  pr imary female p rotago­
n ist , her romant ic prefe rence fo r a rac ist/sexist wh ite po l iceman renforces 
race and gender  dominat ion as des i rab le and appropr iate.  Tzu 's  evident 
lack of race o r  gender consc iousness is  used as a socia l i z i ng  agent to 
convince viewe rs that wh ite male autho rity, howeve r crude and oppres­
s ive,  i s  acceptab le when it  p romotes des i red soc ia l  stab l ity. 
J ust as The Color Purple represents Black men as harsh and 
bruta l ,  Year of the Dragon s im i la rly d i m i n ishes Ch i nese American men .  
By havi ng  Tzu raped b y  an Asian youth g a n g  o rchestrated by Tai , the f i lm  
serves to  j ust ify her  contempt fo r  anyth i ng  "As ian "  and her  l ite ra l  embrace 
of Wh ite as p rotector. (Though Tzu 's  weakness is  set-up ear l ie r  when she 
has an emotiona l  b reakdown i n  the arms of  the hero-cop after a v ic ious 
shout-out by the Ch i nese youth gang i n  a restau rant . )  Wh ite's p ious fu ry 
over Tzu 's rape- "Now they've gone too far ! "-is patron iz i ng  and 
perplexi ng :  he is fa r less upset over the m u rder  of h is  own wife by the 
gang. Such scenes fu nct ion to p lace th is wh ite male on  a moral  h i gh  
g round ,  s i nce no one  e l se  expresses such concern . Such  is  a lso 
93 
Explorations in Ethnic  Studies 
suggested i n  Wh ite's ear l i e r  date rape of Tzu , which is  cal lous ly p re­
sented as of l itt l e  conseq uence to him or ,  cu rious ly ,  to her, i mp ly ing  that 
sexual  agg ression is more "acceptab le"  to Asians.27 And when endoga­
mous gender enstrangement i s  j uxtaposed with such self- r ighteous 
i nd ignat ion f rom th is  ch ief enforcer of  the status-q uo ,  rea l  wor ld and 
c inematic hypocrisy i s  c learly i l l ustrated . For j ust as b lack-on-b lack  cr ime 
br ings less media focus  and pol i t ical outrage wh i le  b lack-on-wh ite cr imes 
are t reated as a nat iona l  aff ront ,  Year of the Dragon constructs Wh ite as 
society's mora l  baromete r and its chauv in ist ic protector .  
Constra i ned to port ray Tai as b ruta l ,  man ipu lative , and a physical 
w imp ,  E u rasian actor John Lone cont i nues the Ho l lywood t rad i t ion of 
dep ict i ng Asian men as stealthy, non-assertive , and fearfu l  when s u r­
rou nded by wh ite peop le .  Write r David M u ra cri t ic ized th is  pervas ive 
negative i mage of As ians :  "The men are houseboys o r  Ch inatown punks ,  
kung fu warrio rs o r  Japnese bus i nessmen ,  robot l i ke and  powerfu l  o r  
robot l i ke a n d  comic . , ,28 S im i l ar ly a s  with B lack  m e n  l i ke the outstand ing  
actor  Jaye Davison i n  Ne i l  Jordon 's  The Crying Game ( 1 992) , effem inate 
As ian men ,  seen recently as gay lovers of wh ite men in The Wedding 
Banquet ( 1 993) and M. Butterfly ( 1 993) and as non-th reaten i ng  sex 
partners to non-th reaten ing  wite women i n  The Lovers ( 1 992) and The 
Ballad of Little Joe ( 1 993) , a lso found exp ress ion i n  Year of the Dragon. 
Asian male sexual ity, even when depict ing ruth less antagon ists ,  
comes off as ve ry pass ive . Th is  percept ion is  agai nst the usual dep ict ions 
of ruth less B lack and Lati no men often p ictu red as sexual ly  agg ressive.  
As ian and B lack men tend to share a s i m i la r  c inematic h i story as 
u n ro mantic types when compared to the mu lt id imens iona l  ro les a l l owed 
wh ite men . On the other  hand , u n l i ke B lack women who are cons istent ly 
reduced to depict ion  of the "exot ic prim it ive" or  "sexual  savage , "  Asian 
women are more often rep resnted as the pass ive , subserv ient love rs to 
most ly whte men .29 
P reference for a White S i g nif icant-Other as Functional 
With in  funct iona l ism's theoret ical f rame,  Tzu's sexua l  p refer­
ence for a rac ist/sexist wh ite cop seems less a personal  opt ion than a 
l im ited pol i t ical cho ice.  He r  own e l it ism and cu ltu ra l  detachment from 
other  Ch i nese Americans embody her  as a l iv ing metaphor of ass im i la­
t ion .  Tzu 's  lack of emotional , soc ia l ,  o r  po l i t ical consc iousness about her 
lover 's overt sexist  and rac ist behavior imp l ies that rac ia l  m ino i rites wou ld  
be  better off i f  they s imp ly accepted the  p reva i l i ng  power structu re .  
Ar iane 's  cast ing  as Tzu supports a Western mytho logy of  wh ite 
females as the idea l  of fem i n i ne beauty. A rea l - l i fe model  of D utch 
Japanese ancestry ,  Ariane has d ist i nct Eu rocentr ic physical  featu res 
(and her ethn ica l ly -neutral name m ight a lso accou nt ,  in part ,  for he r  
success as  an "exot ic "  mode l ) . With i n  the man ifest funct ions o f  gender ,  
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race , and c lass as dep loyed th rough  popu la r  cu lt u re ,  the benefits of 
Ar iane 's Eu rocentr ic phenotype derives f ro m  the i n he rent b iases i n  
Western ideo logy.  A s  Charles Stember wrote : "A standard o f  beauty i n  
Western society was p robably g reatly fac i l i tated b y  t h e  i nvent ion o f  the 
movies which p rojected onto c it ies and towns a l l ove r the world the 
i mage of the des i rab le female on a mass sca le . , , 30 
Stembar's point exp la ins why so few commerical  f i lms (or mod­
e l i ng  agencies) featu re B lack women ,  and those that do  tend  to p romote 
women with d ist i nctive E u rocentr ic physical  t raits . For  example ;  Lisa 
Bonet in Alan Parker's Angel Heart ( 1 987) , Cathy Tyson in Ne i l  Jordan's 
Mona Lisa ( 1 986 Britai n ) ,  Appolon ia  Kotera in A lbert M argo l i ' s  Purple 
Rain ( 1 984) , Van ity i n  John  Frankenhe i mer's 52 Pick Up ( 1 986) and Craig 
T.  Baxley's Action Jackson ( 1 988) ,  Rae Dawn Chong in Mark Leste r's 
Commando ( 1 985) , Cynda Wi l l iams in Carl Frank l i n ' s  One False Move 
( 1 992) ,  Hal le Berry in Reginald Hud l i n 's Boomerang ( 1 992) , and yesL .. Jaye 
Davidson i n  Jordan 's  The Crying Game ( 1 992) . As a lso evidenced i n  Year 
of the Dragon, racia l  strat if icat ion funct ions to def ine  and re i nfo rce 
fem in i ne  beauty, i nte rrac ia l  re lat ions ,  and socia l  status ,  j ust as it does 
mascu l i n ity, race/gender  dynamics , and powe r re l at ions h i ps in the f i lms 
ment ioned . 
I nte restin g ly ,  actress Rae Dawn Chong (ment ioned above) is of 
B lack/As ian mixtu re ,  but has never been ass ig ned an  As ian ro le .  Does 
Ho l lywood's rac ism deny Chong 's  As ian heritage?  Yet Ariane ,  as wel l  as 
J u l ie N ickson from George Cosmatos' Rambo: First Blood ( 1 985) , are 
half  wh ite but portray fu l l  Asian characters .  Th is  i s  not i ntended as an 
arg u ment for rac ia l  pu rity among acto rs-race is more a socia l  than 
b io log ical construct-but when Asians man ifest a E u rocentr ic pheno­
type , Ho l lywood promotes them as more acceptab le As ian characters. 
Thus the Ho l lywood status-quo operates to d ictate rac ia l  i nc lus ivity and 
exc lus ivity among As ians and B lacks . 
Sexual I m perial ism 
As i n  the majority of  such Ho l lywood f i lms ,  race and gender  
oppress ion  is h i gh ly  evident i n  Year of the Dragon. Pol iceman Wh ite 
p ract ica l l y  rapes news jou rnal ist Tzu ,  descr ibed by Taj ima  as a combina­
t ion c lone of Sus ie  Wong and Conn ie  Chung . 31 Tzu 's  p rotest of Wh ite's 
sexual  b rutal ity is  weak and serves to re i nforce chauv in ist ic p ract ices 
which l i n k  romance to race/gender dominance and power. Tzu 's "sed uc­
t ion" represents a symbol ic "conqueri ng "  of the Or ient by an  authority of 
the U . S .  gove rn ment .  Her (sexual )  acqu iescence to the po l iceman's 
strong-arm "take over" (of  her  body) is  perhaps symbo l i c  wish-fu l f i l lment 
for Far East capitu lat ion to Weste rn hegemony.  
Year of the Dragon's xenophob ic and eth n ocentr ic v iewpo i nt 
comes partly from co-screenwriter O l iver Stone ,  a V ietnam vete ran .  A 
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l i be ra l  but man ipu lative myth-maker,  Stone is  respons ib le  for other  f i lms  
featu ri ng  low- l ife wh ite males romant ica l ly  pai red w i th  passive women of 
co lor .  For i nstance , the dark E lped ia Carri l l o  as the Centra l  American 
g i r lfr iend of a s leazy Anglo reporter (James Woods) in Salvador ( 1 986) . 
Carri l lo is featu red stand i ng  around naked i n  b latantly voyeu rist ic scenes 
i n  the same way that Tzu (Ariane)  i s  featu red pranc i ng  naked th rough  her 
sp l i t - level New York City apartment .  Ar iane (and Carri l l o) are red uced to 
what movie cri t ic Dav id Ste rritt descr ibes as "sexist nud ity . , , 32 Th is 
c i nematic rape carr ies over to wh ite actresses who mai nta i n  the symbol­
i sm of co lor .  For example ,  d i rector David Lynch 's controve rs ia l  Blue 
Velvet ( 1 986) j uxtaposes a dark ,  myste rious ,  bad , and i ncred ib ly naked 
Isabe l l a  Rossel l i n i  w i th  the l i ght ,  i n nocent ,  and b lond Lau ra Dern .  Such 
i nstances of  gender  exp lo itat ion i l l ust rate f i lmmakers (males)  use of 
power agai nst the powe rless (females) . The exist i ng  rac ia l  h i e rarchy i n  
America f u rther  exacerbates t h i s  exp lo itat ion o f  women o f  co lor . 
Year of the Dragon moreover t reats Asians as B lacks have 
genera l ly  been treated-as mono l ith ic .  The f i lm  embod ies Ch i nese 
Americans (and al l  Asians) as the v ic ious enemy. For i nstance,  a female 
youth gang member ,  i n  heels and t ight sk i rt ,  k i l ls  a po l iceman , and after  
a heart-pound i ng  foot chase th rough  the streets with po l iceman Wh ite in  
hot pu rsu it ,  becomes trapped i n  traff ic and is  struck down by co ld , 
i m personal , zoom ing  automobi les (pe rhaps suggest i ng  the vast powe r 
and techno logy used aga inst the Viet Cong ,  or to suggest the car wars 
between Japan and Ame rica) . The mocki ng Wh ite hove rs ove r the dyi ng  
youth  l i ke a Be l l  C- 1 40 he l icopte r and demands a confess ion . Her  
response is a fearless-" Fuck you ! " .  
The s ign if icance o f  th is  dy ing scene i s  its remarkab le s im i l arity to 
the death of a lethal V iet Cong fema le sn iper  in Stan ley Kubrick's Full 
Metal Jacket ( 1 987) afte r she has tortu rous ly shot to p ieces a B lack 
so ld ier  (Dorian Harwood) .  I dent ical  reverse ang le  camera shots i n  both 
f i lms  frame the impend ing  death of a sup ine  As ian  female enemy 
s u rrounded by tr i umphant wh ite males . Such scenes equate Ch i nese 
American youth gangs with Vietnamese g uerri l las-b l u rri ng  eth n i c  d is­
t i nct ions .  The i n it ia l  scene a lso para l le ls  u rban parano ia  about you n g ,  
B lack, a n d  fearless street gangs .  
Th is  passive/agg ressive dua l ity of the As ian female ca l l s  for a 
re ite rat ion about Ar iane 's ro l e .  When contrast i ng  Tzu 's  phys ica l  featu res 
with these m i l i tant you ng  ki l l e rs ,  symbols and i magery become s i gn if i ­
cant :  C im i no 's  youth  gang member and Kubrick 's V .C .  sn iper  exh ib it 
more phenotyp ic traits that can be descr ibed as As ian . They also 
rep resent d i rect letha l  th reats to the estab l ished soc ia l  o rder ,  wh i l e  Tzu ,  
on  t h e  other  hand ,  i s  rewarded with romance a n d  p rotect ion  ( recal l  the 
aud ience is  supposed to ident i fy with Tzu) .  J ust as Manth ia  D iawara 
po i nted to the c inemat ic  need to pun i sh  B lack assert iveness , 33 As ian 
aggression and  def iance agai nst the wh ite estab l i shment m u st a lso be 
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sanct ioned .  
Therefo re Year of the Dragon's mai n message seems to be that 
Asians (or any m inority g roup)  who accommodates to the dominant 
ideology wi l l  be g ranted acceptance to the exist i ng  h ie rarchy. Tzu 's  
(wi l lfu l )  subjagat ion to  the status-quo is a metaphor  fo r rac ia l  ass im i lat ion 
wh i le  ann i h i lat ion  is the consequence when estab l i shed (wh ite) authority 
is cha l lenged . 
Black and Asian Relations 
Earl i e r  mot ion p ictu res featur ing  B lacks with i n  an "Orienta l "  
m i l ieu were the Char l ie  Chan series , based on  Ear l  Derr  B igger's ( 1 884-
1 933) Ch inese dective character who was a lways portrayed by wh ite 
actors (S ideny Tole r, Warner  O land ,  Pete r Ust i nov) . B lacks we re used as 
"comic re l ief" and were featu red in Lou is  K ing 's  Charlie Chan in Egypt 
( 1 935) with Step in  Fetch i t  and Ph i l  Rosen 's  Charlie Chan in the Secret 
Service ( 1 944) with Mantan More land .  Bog le  descr ibed Fetchit  and 
More land 's  dep ict ions genera l ly as "coons ; " mean i ng  they ranged from 
po rt ray ing harmless buffoons to " no accou nt n i ggers . , , 34 
Year of the D ragon takes p lace some f i fty years late r and over 
twenty years after  the modern C iv i l  R i g hts Movement .  Tai 's  ma in  body­
guard is an  African Ame rican .  Though  h is B lack enforcer 's behavior fa l ls  
short of the Fetch it and More land buffoonery a hal f  centu ry ear l ier ,  the 
B lack gangster 's status among New York's Ch i nese Americans is  that of 
an i neffect ive "darky . "  He is  seen open i ng  doors and c leari n g  the way fo r 
the more ambi t ious Joey Tai ,  thereby posit ion i ng  As ian/Black re lat ions at 
the level of maste r and servant. The Black bodyguard is not iceably 
midd le-aged ,  thus Wi l l i am Ju l i u s  W i l l iam wou ld  observe him to be a 
representative of B lack underclass stag nancy v is-a-v is  genera l  Asian 
p rogress of the post C iv i l  R ig hts generat ion .  35 I nte rest i ng ly ,  the B lack led 
C ivi l R i ghts Movement wh ich took p lace du ri n g  th is hood l um's youth a lso 
opened doors for other  m inori t ies and women . 36 
The social  d i stanc ing  between African Americans and Ch i nese 
Americans i s  c learly a rt icu lated by Tai 's ad mon i t ion to fe l low Ch inese that 
they avo id  becom i n g  t reated as "ye l low n iggers "  (echo ing  John  G lover's 
c lass p ut-down of Rob Lowe as a " boat n igger" in Bob Swa in ' s  Masquer­
ade 1 988) . Year of the Dragon 's pr imary B lack characte r i s  a soc ia l  
par iah and symbo l i c  of the lowest g ratus that cou ld befa l l  any g roup  i n  
the U . S .  
Roger  Dan ie ls  notes that some neo-conservat ives i nterpret the 
Amer ican strugg le  for u pward mob i l ity as i nter-ethn ic r iva l ry .37 Rac ia l  
competit i on  for soc ia l  posit ion i ng  m ight account  for Tai ' s  op i n ionated 
ran k ings of race and ,  in real - l ife , fo rme r Japanese Pr ime M i n i ster 
Nakasone 's rac ia l  s l u rs against Afr ican Americans and H i span ics .  The 
neo-conservative percept ion that B lacks and As ians must compete for 
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p lacement i nto America's race h ie ra rchy may have added fuel to the f i res 
that bu rned Korean bus i nesses i n  the Los Angeles riots . I ndeed , as 
R usse l l  po inted out about Japan's cu l tura l  view of B lacks,  Asian Ameri ­
cans  m ight be l ed  to  perceive African Americans as  the  "othe r"38 and 
vice-versa ,  g ive n  N g uyen 's  assessment of  Kaufman's Rising Sun. 39 
Percept ions of i nte rrac ia l  competit ion man ifested i n  f i lm  i magery 
are g rounded i n  a k ind of wh ite pate rnal ism where the potent ia l  for As ian/ 
B lack  coa l it ions a re often ignored or  tota l ly d ismissed . As i n  the false 
h i stor ical revis ion ism of Alan Parker's Mississippi Burning ( 1 988) and 
Joseph Ruben 's  True Believer ( 1 989) , important rea l - l ife occu rrences of 
Asian and B lack  a l l iances were reconstructed to cast wh ite males as 
sav iors for people of co lor ,  sugget ing  that nei ther B lacks nor As ians can 
effect ively add ress the i r  own or  common g rievances . 
With i n  the domi nant wh ite m i l i eu ,  race and gender  rank ings  
res u lt from the exist i ng  soc ia l ,  po l i t ica l ,  and economic structu re .  I n  f i l m ,  
Asians a n d  B lacks a re not seen worki ng together, do ing s o  m ight suggest 
a Marxist approach fo r so lv ing mutual  problems.  I n stead , they are set 
against one another .  Besides in Year of the Dragon, th is  can a lso be seen 
i n  Ruben 's  True Believer, where a B lack po l iceman i s  an u n l i ke ly  co­
conspi rato r with the rac ist wh ite cops (and system) respons ib le  for 
unj ust ly imprison ing  an Asian American gang member (Yuj i Okumoto) . 
A lso i n  Kaufman 's  Rising Sun, Japanese hood l ums ventu re i nto South 
Centra l  Los Ange les and a re successfu l ly  int imidated by the a rea's B lack  
youths .40 U n l i ke t he  Korean American g rocer i n  Sp ike Lee 's D o  the Right 
Thing ( 1 988) , who declared h i mself B lack (ad mitted ly in the heat of a race 
riot) , f i lms l i ke Ruben 's  True Believer, Christopher C rowe's Ott Limits 
( 1 987) , Lee Thompson 's Kinjite: Forbidden Subjects ( 1 989) , Kaufman 's  
Rising Sun, a long w i th  C i m i no's Year of the Dragon, do not  p romote 
B lack/As ian cooperat ion but seem pu rpos ively desig ned to exace rbate 
int ra-m inority tens ion ,  and hence,  j ust ify wh ite dominat ion by re i nforc i ng  
race-based strat if icat ion . 
Conclusion 
Commerical  f i lms l i ke Year of the Dragon ref lect and re i nforce 
race ,  c lass , and gender st rat i f icat ion .  Such racist/sexist f i lm i magery 
inf luences endogamous and exogamous re lat ions .  Racial  accommoda­
t ion and cu l tura l  ass im i lat ion  i nto the domi nant (wh ite) cu ltu re by denyi ng  
race/gender oppress ion are constructed as  socia l ly and pol i t ica l ly  appro­
pr iate responses . And Asian/B lack pol i t ica l  coa l it ions are about as rare as 
interpe rsonal  romance between the two . (A notable except ion is  M i ra 
Na i r's Mississippi Masala [ 1 992] i nvolvi ng an East Asian woman and an 
African American man . )  
Ho l lywood's cons istent negative representat ions of  As ian ,  As ian 
American,  and Afr ican American operates to re i nforce the exist ing  
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hegemonic structu re in American society. Th is  soc ia l ,  pol it ical , and 
economic h ierarchy is  race and gender based , yet des ig ned to be viewed 
as funct ional  (thus just i f ied) for it uses such c inematic i mage ry to susta in  
the status-quo .41  
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Whose Cryi n g  Game? 
One Woman of Color 's Reflect ion on 
Representations of Men of Color in 
Contem porary Fi l m  
Marian M .  Sciach itano 
Was h i ngton State U n ivers ity 
This film review of The Crying Game critically interrogates the 
politics of representation and domination which "spectacle­
ize" Black male bodies. Working out of her location as an Asian 
American woman who is sensitive to the cinematic and every­
day politics of exoticization ,  this cultu ral critic provides an 
analysis of the dynamic relations of power at work in the racial 
and heterosexual production and exploitation of Black gays in 
contemporary film. D rawing on the work of such critics as bell 
hooks, Robert Reid- Pharr ,  Kobena Merce r ,  and J udith 
B utler ,she challenges us not to simply perpetuate the imperial 
gaze. 
I n  the spri ng  of 1 993,  a smal l  i ndependent I r ish f i lm  began 
rece ivi ng  rave reviews i n  the U . S .  and a round  the worl d .  This f i lm  
eventua l ly  garnered s ix  Academy Award nomi nat ions fo r Best P ictu re ,  
Best Acto r ,  and Best Support i ng  Acto r, t o  name bu t  a few. The Crying 
Game, d i rected by I ri shman Ne i l  Jordan ,  focuses on  a smal l  band of I ri sh  
Repub l ican Army terrorists ( I RA) , or  counter-te rro rists ,  depend ing  u pon  
you r  po in t  of v iew, who are a part o f  an armed strugg le that has  been 
ongo ing  i n  Northern I re land for nearly a quarter  of a centu ry .  Most of the 
enterta i nment med ia  i ndustry-Siskel & Ebert, Charlie Rose, Entertain­
ment Tonight, and even the ABC and CBS news prog rams-have given 
The Crying Game a " thumbs u p . "  Contrary to popu lar  as we l l  as 
academic  op in ion ,  these rev iews have not concentrated on  how this f i lm  
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he lps us, as U . S .  viewe rs ,  to ga in  any better understand ing  of e i ther  the 
I RA,  the longstand ing  I ri sh -Eng l i sh  cr is i s ,  o r  the impact of  co lon ia l i sm and 
c iv i l  war on North I re land 's  commun it ies .  On the contra ry ,  these concerns 
mere ly u nderly the s u rface of  the f i lm-they serve as i ntr ig u i n g ,  thou g h  
superf ic ia l , backd rops t o  t h e  actua l  p lot .  I f  f i l m  viewe rs we re t o  beg i n  
ser ious ly th i nk i ng  th rough  the complexit ies of nat iona l i sm ,  co lon ia l i s m ,  
w a r  a n d  terrori sm ,  m u c h  o f  The Crying Game 's p lot wo u ld  appear p retty 
s imp l i st ic-even nonsens ical . 
The med ia and even the f i l m 's  lead ing  I ri sh  actor ,  Stephen Rea,  
have commented that The Crying Game 's acc la im has been due  i n  la rge  
part to  i t s  su rpri s i ng ,  even shocki n g ,  conc lus ion-a concl us ion  wh ich  has  
been kept ve ry much u nderwraps by  i ndustry watchers ,  f i lm  reviewe rs ,  
a n d  f i lm  goers .  A n d  t h o u g h  a l l  t h e  i ndustry's "hush-hushness"  h a s  been 
exc it i ng  and sed uctive , at  the same t ime ,  it is  cruc ia l  to cr it ica l ly  i nte rro­
gate j ust exact ly why and how "th is  secret" excites and seduces aud i ­
ences.  As  one conference attendee correctly poi nted ou t  to  me ,  "When  
the  domi nant cu ltu re l i kes someth i ng ,  i t ' s  suspect-and you've go t  to 
wonder why? " 
I wou ld  l i ke to b rief ly ref lect on  watch ing  The Crying Game f ro m  
a woman o f  co lor's  standpo int ,  a n d  m y  be ing  shocked not so m u c h  b y  the 
f i lm 's concl us io n ,  but by the f i lm 's  rep rese ntat ions of  race,  gender, 
sexual ity, and to a ce rta in extent ,  c lass.  More specif ica l ly ,  I want to ra ise 
what I see are c ruc ia l  q uest ions :  "How do the men of  co lor  i n  th i s  f i lm get 
represented or  posit io ned ? "  and "What are some of the imp l icat ions ,  or 
c ri t ical alte rnatives , for women of co lor as we l l  as othe rs who v iew th i s  
f i lm? "  
I n  t he  i nt roduct ion to  be l l  hooks '  most recent co l l ect ion  o f  cr i t ica l  
essays,  ent i t led Black Looks: Race and Representation, she observes 
that ,  
The emphas is  on f i lm is  so centra l  because i t ,  more than 
any other  med ia experience,  determi nes how b lackness 
and b lack people are seen and how other  g roups w i l l  
respond to  us  based on  the i r  re lat ion to  these con­
st ructed and consu med i mages . 1 
L ike most fo lks ,  I l i ke to take i n  an occas iona l  f i lm , re lax, eat hot butte red 
pop-co rn , and j ust p la i n  escape f rom my everyday worr ies about f i ­
nances , teach i ng ,  and f i gu ri ng  out what 's fo r d i nner. However, as I have 
become i ncreas i ng ly aware of how images-f i lm images-play a ro le i n  
determ in i ng  " not on ly how othe r  people t h i n k  about us  b u t  how w e  t h i n k  
about ourselves , , , 2 I c a n  no  longer  j ust look at a f i lm-part icu larly  a f i l m  
featur ing peoples o f  co lor-without be ing effected . When I th i n k  about i t ,  
I now feel  ashamed and ang ry somet imes for havi ng consu med count less 
f i lms l ike the futu r ist ic th ri l l e r  Blade Runner, the colon ia l  epic A Passage 
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to India, an American western fantasy l i ke Dances With Wolves, o r  say, 
a more recent fem in ist f i lm  l i ke The Piano-and ei ther  " not seen "  that 
there were peoples of co lo r--even ent i re co mmun it ies of co lor  i n  the f i lm­
or  on ly  half-real ized how men ,  women ,  and ch i l d ren of co lo r  were be ing  
dep icted o r  marg i na l ized . Th is  is  a l l  the more troub l i ng  to me when I th i nk  
about my unconsc ious part ic ipat ion i n  the consu mpt ion o f  these c in ­
emat ic images. As a woman who is married to a man of  co lor  and who 
acknowledges that " the reconstruct ion and t ransformat ion of male be­
havior ,  masc u l i n ity , is [also] a necessary and essent ia l  part of [fem in ist 
strugg le] , "3 I am very u ncomfortable and deeply pained when I see f i lm  
representat ions wh ich e i ther  tr iv ia l ize ,  i g nore ,  b ruta l i ze ,  o r  exot ic ize men 
of co lor  i n  terms of the i r  looks ,  speech ,  hab its , physical  and inte l lectual  
ab i l i t ies ,  be l iefs (cu ltu ra l ,  sp i ri tua l ,  o r  po l i t ica l ) , c lass ,  o r  sexual d iffer­
ences. 
As my h usband and I sat wait i ng  fo r The Crying Game to beg i n ,  
I cou ld  sense that t h e  theatre was g o i n g  t o  be packed with peop le .  A t  least 
two of the i r  staff members paraded up and down the a is le  cou nt ing how 
many seats were st i l l  ava i lab le and ask ing  fo lks if those seats next to them 
were taken .  I ron ica l ly ,  perhaps , j ust as the movie was about to beg i n ,  a 
young  coup le with a baby took the seats r ight i n  f ront of us .  I cou ld  not he lp  
sm i l i ng  to myself that there m ight be two cry ing  games to conte nd with 
ton ig ht. For the most part the aud ience was predom i nant ly wh ite , 
co l lege-educated , m idd le-to-upper m idd le  c lass ,  i n  the i r  l ate twent ies,  
th i rt ies ,  and up. 
Because I am a b i rac ia l  woman of color in her t h i rt ies ,  I tend to 
be extra sens it ive about my cu ltu ra l  and rac ia l  ident ity-my speech ,  my 
body, my i ntel lect-how others are perce iv ing me .  And i n  sp ite of bei ng 
born and ra ised i n  the U . S . ,  I have had many cu rious strangers ask me 
"what nat iona l ity I am" or "what cou nt ry I am fro m . "  They are usua l ly 
su rprised to hear than I am ha lf- I ta l i an .  It is not what they are expect ing 
me to say. Even as a sma l l  ch i ld I can d ist inct ly re member strangers be ing  
cons iderably more cu rious about my "other  hal f "-my Japanese half .  I 
am now beg i nn i ng  to understand why it is that my Japanese half is so 
i ntr i gu i ng-so exot ic to many E u ropean Americans .  I share this b i t  of 
h istory and memory with you p recisely because they are apart of my 
strugg le to understand how I am constant ly be ing pos i t ioned-by the 
gaze of strangers ,  by i nst itut ions ,  by med ia such as f i l m ,  te lev is ion ,  and 
theatre. Even as I speak about th i s ,  I am aware that everyth i ng  in my 
cu l tu ra l  and gendered upbri ng i ng  te l l s  me to rema in  s i l ent-invis ib le .  
Ref lect i ng  on my l ived experiences f rom the stand-po int  o f  a b i racia l  
Asian American woman has caused me to g radua l ly rea l i ze that ,  i n  fact , 
I do s hare a g reat deal  i n  common with men of co lor  and the i r  strugg les .  
Now, I wou ld  l i ke to focus on  a few of the d isturb ing  f i lm  i mages 
which forced me to ask these q uest ions :  "Whose C ry ing  Game i s  be ing 
p layed at  the expense of what 'Others ' ? "  I f  th is  f i lm 's  success is because ,  
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as lead actor Stephen Rea s�s ,  " I t 's a modern love sto ry ,  and there are 
few enough of those around , "  then I wonder ,  "How far have men of co lo r  
come i n  terms of  eithe r t ransfo rmi n g  the i r  i mages or  ach ievi ng  any rea l  
power when it comes to  gender, race , c lass,  o r  (hete ro)sexual re lat ions? "  
The  f i rst th i rd o f  The Crying Game centers on t he  sma l l  band  of 
I RA te rro rists , two men and one woman , who take a young ,  B lack B ri t ish 
so ld ie r-ca l led Jody-as the i r  hostage .  They ho ld h im captive-as we l l  
a s  hooded a n d  restra i ned th roug hout most o f  h is  co nf inement i n  a remote 
g reenhouse .  From the beg i n n i ng of Jody's capture ,  I was d istu rbed by the 
I RA's strategy of us ing sexual seduct ion as the means of l u ri ng  h im i nto 
a vu lnerab le posit ion where he cou ld  be se ized as a hostage .  Wh i le  th is  
may be a common p loy i n  many act ion f i lm  narrat ives , what most a larmed 
me as I was watch ing  this open ing  scene with a p redom inant ly wh ite 
aud ience,  was that the v io lent act of taki ng  th is  B lack man as a hostage 
became secondary to the "spectac le"  of a B lack man seduced by a wh ite 
woman- the exot ic izat ion  of Jody's la rge b lack body-his sexual ity and 
mascu l i n ity. As cu ltu ra l  c ri t ic Robert Re id-Pharr obse rves , there has 
been " th is tendency to spectac le ize B lack bod ies ,  to read race as a type 
of ephemera l  s u rface narrat ive wh ich need not be understood in the 
context of American h istory or  cu ltu re . " S I t  has been just as much an 
aspect of mainstream heterosexual  cu l tu ra l  pol i t ics as it has been of  
" Iesb ian and gay ident ity pol i t ics . , ,6 Wh i le  the image of  the "woman as 
seductress , "  ut i l ized i n  the open ing  scene as a sexual object by the I RA 
to t rap Jody, goes way back to b ib l ical and c lass ical t imes ,  it is more 
important to understand that i n  the context of U . S .  h i story and cu lt u re ,  
African American m e n  were often fa lsely accused o f  rap ing  wh ite women 
and rout ine ly lynched by wh ite male v ig i lante g roups such as the Ku Klux 
K lan .? 
Not on ly  i s  Jody's large B lack body exot ic ized with i n  the f i rst few 
m i nutes of the f i lm ,  but a pattern of exot ic izat ion  and v io lence emerges .  
J ust as soon as the I RA nab Jody i n  a comprom is ing  pos it ion , they shove 
a bu rlap hood over h is  head and tie h is  wrists up .  As I watch these i mages,  
other  images f lashed in my m ind-haunt i ng  images of lynch i ngs  and 
beat ings  I have seen repeated on  te lev is ion news . Throughout Jody's 
capt iv i ty ,  I am acute ly aware of how hot,  conf i ned ,  and uncomfortab le  he 
i s .  Jody sweats p rofusely and has d iff icu lty breath ing  u nder  the hood.  
And although  the f i lm sh i fts i ts  emphasis here to Ferg i s ,  the wh ite 
I ri sh man (Stephen Rae) who is Jody's caretaker/guard ,  and the most 
empathet ic of the th ree I RA sold ie rs ,  I f i nd myself  ident ifyi ng ,  on some 
leve l ,  with Jody's s i lent outrage and confus ion  ove r be i ng  taken  as a 
hostage .  And though Ferg is  is respons ib le  for part ia l ly ra i s i ng  the hood 
so Jody can b reathe and speak more eas i ly ,  it is Jody's soft-spoken voice, 
congen ia l  bante r, and human ity that I concentrate on. In sp ite of h is be ing 
he ld as an I RA hostage,  Jody shows su rp ri s i ng  humor  and even sympa­
thy towards Ferg is '  I RA cause. To a certa in  extent, I acknowledge the 
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complexity of subject ive pos i t ions these two men occupy-one I ri sh  and 
one Br it i sh ,  one wh ite and one B lack ,  who have compl icated h isto r ies,  
subjectiv i t ies ,  and re l at ions not on ly  i n  terms of each other ,  but in terms 
of the i r  re lat ions to I re land and Eng land-and those d i sco u rses of powe r. 
How have each of these men been pos i t ioned with i n  the i r  respect ive 
countr ies? How i s  the f i lm 's d i rector and screenwriter, Ne i l  Jordan ,  
posit ion i ng  them? And what about  us ,  as  North American viewers who 
know ve ry l itt le about the complexit ies of the I ri sh -Eng l i sh  conf l ict , let 
alone about race re lat ions in I re land and Eng land ,  how are we part ic i pat­
i ng  in mainta i n i ng  and pe rpetuat ing  certa i n  racia l  and cu ltu ra l  stereo­
types? As a B lack  Br i t ish so ld ier  who has been sent on a " peacekeep ing 
m iss ion"  to  Northern I re land ,  how i n  fact i s  Jody be i n g  pos i t ioned by those 
in power? 
At one point in The Crying Game, Jody's face i s  brutua l ly beaten 
by one of the I RA members ,  a lmost as if he were a w i ld  an ima l  that needed 
tam i n g .  I reca l l  be i n g  very u ncomfo rtab le as the camera shot zoomed in 
fo r a c lose-up  of Jody's swo l l en ,  bru ised ,  and b leed i ng  l i ps ,  part icu larly as 
he tr ied to speak. O nce aga i n I ask, "Whose C ry ing  Game is  be i ng  p layed 
at the expense of what Others? "  Cu lt u ra l  Cri t ic  John  F iske ,  i n  h i s  analys is  
of  M iche l  Foucault 's Discipline and Punish,8 rem i nds us that,  
Foucau lt has revealed in deta i l  the ways in which west­
ern societ ies have made the body i nto the s ite where 
socia l  powe r is most compe l l i ng ly exe rted . The body is  
where the powe r-beari ng  def i n it ions of  soc ia l  and sexual 
normal ity are,  l i tera l ly ,  embod ied ,  and is  consequent ly 
the s ite of d isc ip l i ne and pun ishment for deviat ion  from 
those norms. 9 
The cu rious th i n g  about th is  spectac le of "d isc i p l i ne and pun i shment" i s  
that it has  l itt le  to  do w ith the  actual  p lot .  The  i mage o f  Jody's captu re and 
beat i ng  occur  wit h i n  the f i rst f ifteen m i n utes o r  so of the f i lm .  Meanwh i l e ,  
there are a cont i n ua l  str i ng  o f  "o/Other"  i mages i n  th i s  f i lm  wh ich 
spectac le- ize and exot ic ize Black male sexual ity, the body, and B lack 
cu l tu re-i mages wh ich  cause the aud ience to gaze and gape,  and even 
laugh .  Desp ite i ns i ste nce by some that th is  f i l m  i s  actua l ly  about a 
"hostage cr is is , "  how a low-rank ing  B lack B ri t ish so ld ie r  cou ld  serve as a 
ser ious po l i t ica l  bargai n i n g  ch ip  i n  ga i n i ng  concess ions from the Br i t ish 
i s  more a po int of abs u rd ity, than myste ry .  
St i l l  othe rs i ns i st that The Crying Game i s  an i mportant f i lm 
because it sympathet ica l ly  port rays , a t  least at  the leve l  o f  f ri endsh ip  
between  Ferg i s  and  Jody and later between Ferg i s  and Jody's B lack gay 
lover ,  how the wh ite I ri sh  m inority have much i n  common with B ri t ish 
B lacks ,  even B lack gays , and need to be protected as such .  Whi le  th is  
po i nt shou ld  not be i gno red o r  d ism issed , there i s  a lso concern that an 
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i m po rtant cr i t ique invo lv ing race and powe r re lat ions shou ld  not be so 
easi ly over looked . There is no  quest ion that we shou ld  understand  the 
I r i sh -Eng l ish  conf l i ct and p rotect I r i sh  as a m inority g roup ;  howeve r, in the  
context o f  U . S .  rac ia l  po l i t ics and recent events such as  the Rodney K ing  
beat i ng ,  ve rd ict , and ensu ing  L .A .  rebe l l i on ,  it i s  j ust as  i mpo rtant to 
advance c ri t ical  i nte rrogat ions of med ia and c inemat ic uses of the B lack  
body as a s ite where socia l ,  cu l tu ra l , economic ,  and hete rosexual forces 
are be i ng  exe rted . 1 0 How then is  Jody's body ut i l ized as a t i t i l lat i ng  l ead 
in to a su pposedly "mode rn romance" fo r a mai nstream, and most l i ke ly ,  
heterosexual aud ience? 
Perhaps th is  f i lm  shou ld  be re-t it led "The Cry ing Shame" be­
cause what it succeeds i n  do ing is  d i recti ng our gaze to a more exot ic  or 
fet i sh i zed image of B lacks 1 1 -an image wh ich is hard ly "modern "  for the 
n i net ies .  The Crying Game i s  a shame because it rea l ly  does noth i n g  
more t h a n  re-c reate t h e  heterosexual  gaze/voyeu rism o f  another  k i n d  of 
body port rayed in th is  f i l m-the B lack body of Jody's lover, O i l .  After Jody 
te l l s  Ferg is of h i s  lover Oi l  and soo n after d ies in a truck acc ident/escape ,  
the f i lm 's  focus sh ifts and ends up  exot ic iz i ng  O i l  as we l l  as Ferg is '  new 
fasc inat ion (and ou rs) w i th  O i l .  I t  i s  now O i l ' s  B lack body, wh ich on  one 
leve l is the body o f  a B lack  woman made "othe r" by race and gender ,  and 
on  another ,  the body of  a B lack transvestite made "other" by race and 
sexual ity . For many mai nstream f i lm  goers ,  who are most l i ke ly hete ro­
sexua l ,  the c i nematic voyeu rism of watch i ng  Ferg is '  att ract ion  to an 
" i mage" of  a seduct ive B lack woman who tu rns out to  be a transvestite 
cannot and shou ld  not be m istaken or d ismissed by ser ious c rit ics . I t  is 
perhaps too easy and conven ient to focus on Ferg is '  brother ly compas­
s ion towards Jody and now th is transference of h is new love ( i nte rrac ia l  
and homoerotic des i re?)  for  O i l .  As a hete rosexua l ,  though I fee l  the 
tens ion  and l im itat ions of my cu l tu ra l  cr it ique here ,  I am sti l l  ve ry much 
aware that th is  f i lm  dep icts a comp lex powe r dynamic  enmeshed w i th  
race ,  cu l tu re ,  and sexual pol i t ics .  be l l  hooks ,  i n  her  cr i t iq ue of the f i lm 
Paris is Burning, makes th is  he lpfu l  and poi nted observat ion about 
heterosexual po l i t ics of domination :  
With i n  wh ite supremacist ,  capita l ist patr iarchy the  expe­
r ience of men d ress i ng  as women ,  appeari ng  in d rag,  
has a lways been regarded by the domi nant heterosexist 
cu l tu ra l  gaze as a s i gn  that one is symbol ica l ly c ross ing 
over f rom a rea lm of  powe r i nto a rea lm of  powerless­
ness . 1 2  
For Ne i l  Jordan ,  a white heterosexua l  screenwriter/d i rector, to focus on  
O i l ,  the B lack transvestite , reasserts the  perogative o f  the  wh ite , male 
colon i zer  qu ite l i te ra l ly th rough  the characte r of Ferg i s .  The po l i t ics of  
heterosexual pha l locentr ic dominat ion at work here is  even more com-
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p lex and en meshed g iven the fact that i n  the U . S .  " [h ]eterosexual ity as a 
form of oppress ion has a lso bee n shaped by the h istory of rac is m . ' , 1 3  
H isto rical ly " [ r]acist ste reotypes of B lack peop le [women and men] as 
pr imord ia l ly  sexual have prov ided wh ite men with a way of def lect ing 
responsi b i l i ty for rac ia l  sexual  abuse and exp lo itat ion . . .  , , 1 4  Although 
Ferg is  is perce ived as the k ind caretake r/peacekeeper ,  i t is h is  hete ro­
sexual gaze which constructs O i l  as an object of h is  (and ou r) des i re ;  O i l ' s  
body becomes the s ite o f  sexual  and co lon ia l  dom i nation .  She is  no t  on ly  
posit ioned as  exotic and e rot ic ,  but  is  eve n fu rther  marg i na l ized as  a B lack 
gay who has no agency. At the end of the f i lm ,  it i s  i ron ical ly Oi l  who has 
the gun i n  her  hand ,  not Ferg i s .  I t  is Oi l  who must commit an act of 
v io lence towards a wh ite woman who is  Fe rg i s '  former I RA comrade .  And 
yet ,  i n  the f i na le ,  i t  is Ferg i s-the g reat wh ite I r i sh  he ro/savior-who takes 
the murder  rap for O i l .  Wh i l e  on one level i t  appears that O i l  exe rcises 
power because she wields the g u n-an i nstru ment of power usua l ly he ld  
by hete rosexual men-on another ,  there is  someth ing  very d istu rb ing  
about th is  ro le  reversal here .  F ro m  her  f i rst encounter  w i th  Ferg i s ,  O i l  is 
actual ly i n  a ve ry powe rless pos it i on .  She has no idea who Ferg is  i s  or 
what h is  assoc iat ions are .  Oi l  certa i n ly does not have the fa intest idea of 
Ferg is '  re lat ionsh ip  to Jody even u nt i l  the end.  Ferg is actua l ly  with ho lds 
th is i nformat ion .  Just as he cannot br ing h i mself  to te l l  O i l  of  Jody's death 
or  his compl ic ity, he a lso can not acknowledge his homoerotic des i res and 
accept the fact that Oi l  i s  gay. Upon real i z ing  the shocki ng t ruth , Ferg is '  
react ion is a physical one :  he vom its .  By comply i ng  w i th  the f i lm  i nd ustry 's 
request " not to te l l "-not to reveal  the shocki ng  conc lus ion  [shocki ng to 
whom?]-we , as hete rosexua ls ,  part ic ipate in and pe rpetuate the 
exot ic izat ion of B lack gays . I t  i s  c ri t ica l  to understand that whether  we are 
watch ing The Crying Game, repeated i mages of Rod ney K ing 's  beati ng ,  
or  the  1 991  L .A .  rebe l l i o n ,  " [t] h is is  no t  a s imp le  see i ng ,  an act o f  d i rect 
percept ion ,  but the rac ia l  p roduct ion  of the vis ib le ,  the wo rki ngs of rac ia l  
con-strai nts on what it means to 'see, 1 5  Transfo rm ing  i mages and 
creat ing crit ical alte rnat ives means we must take the r isk of b reaki ng  the 
si lence -a s i lence imposed by a dominant cu ltu ra l  d iscou rse which 
i nscr ibes , commod if ies , and consu mes "the Other. " 
S im i lar ly ,  be l l  hooks cha l lenges us  to "transform i mages of 
b lackness,  of b lack peop le ,  ou r  ways of look ing and o u r  ways of be ing  
seen . , , 1 6  She argues that :  
I t  is not an issue of  ' us '  and ' the m . "  The issue i s  rea l ly  one 
of standpo i nt .  From what po l i t ical  perspective do  we 
d ream,  look,  c reate , and take act ion?  For those of us 
who dare to des i re d iffe rent ly ,  who seek to look away 
from the convent iona l  ways of seek ing  blackness and 
ourse lves , the issue of race and rep resentat ion is not 
j ust a q uest ion of cr i t iq u i n g  the "status quo " .  I t  is also 
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about t ransfo rm ing  the i mage,  creat ing  alte rnatives , 
ask ing  ou rse lves quest ions about what types of i mages 
subvert ,  pose crit ical a lte rnatives ,  and transform o u r  
worldviews a n d  move us away f rom d ual ist ic t h i nki n g  
about good a n d  bad . 1 7  
U n less we become crit ical c i t izens who see o u r  task as quest ion i n g  these 
i mages,  these narrat ives and perspect ives , we are bound ,  as hooks 
conc ludes ,  to "s i mply re-c reate the imperia l  gaze-the look that seeks to 
dom inate , subjugate,  and co lon ize. , , 1 8  Th is  is obvious ly  a cha l lenge 
wh ich i nvolves us a l l-whethe r we are f i l m-makers o r f i lm  goers ,  teachers 
o r  students ,  commun ity workers or res idents , hete rosexua ls o r  gays/ 
lesb ians/ b isexuals-we can transform these i mages of men and women 
of color by how we look,  how we th i nk ,  how we tal k ,  and hopefu l ly, by how 
we fee l .  
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Lo is  We i s  and M iche l le  F ine ,  Beyond Silenced Voice: Class, Race and 
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Female :  I ssues of Gender ,  Race , and Social  C lass in Mathematics and 
Equ i ty , "  Peabody Journal of Education 66, 2 ( 1 989 ) ,  95- 1 1 2 . 
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Signs: Journal o f  Women in Culture and Society (Summer  1 989) : 9 1 2-
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an emphasis on g rad uate education) . She is  worki ng  on  her book 
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for Advanced Femin ist Stud ies .  She is a former associate editor for Signs: 
Journal of Women in Culture and Society. Her fo rthcom ing  book, Gender 
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